
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

For the Week of September 18, 2016 through September 24, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 16:1-15 He also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges 

were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he called him and said to him, ‘What is 

this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And 

the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I am 

not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed 

from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, 

he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, 

‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ 

He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.’ 8The master com-

mended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with 

their own generation than the sons of light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unright-

eous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.  10“One who is faithful in a 

very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also dishonest in much. 11If then 

you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have 

not been faithful in that which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13No servant can serve 

two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the 

other. You cannot serve God and money.”  14The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard all these things, 

and they ridiculed him. 15And he said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves before men, but God 

knows your hearts. For what is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”  
 

Monday: Amos 8:4-7 Hear this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end, 5say-

ing, “When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath, that we may offer wheat for 

sale, that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great and deal deceitfully with false balances, 6that we 

may buy the poor for silver and the needy for a pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?” 7The LORD 

has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.  
 

Tuesday:  1 Timothy 2:1-15 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiv-

ings be made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet 

life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who 

desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one 

mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the tes-

timony given at the proper time. 7For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle ( I am telling the truth, I 

am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.  8I desire then that in every place the men should 

pray, lifting holy hands without anger or quarreling; 9likewise also that women should adorn themselves in 

respectable apparel, with modesty and self-control, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly attire, 

10but with what is proper for women who profess godliness—with good works. 11Let a woman learn quietly 

with all submissiveness. 12I do not permit a woman to teach or to exercise authority over a man; rather, she is 

to remain quiet. 13For Adam was formed first, then Eve; 14and Adam was not deceived, but the woman was 

deceived and became a transgressor. 15Yet she will be saved through childbearing—if they continue in faith 

and love and holiness, with self-control.  
 

Wednesday (St. Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist): Matthew 9:9-13  As Jesus passed on from there, he saw 

a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he rose and followed him.  

[10] And as Jesus reclined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclin-

ing with Jesus and his disciples. [11] And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does 

your teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” [12] But when he heard it, he said, “Those who are well have 

no need of a physician, but those who are sick. [13] Go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not 

sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the righteous, but sinners.”  
 

Thursday:  Psalm 113  Praise the LORD!  Praise, O servants of the LORD, praise the name of the LORD!  



[2] Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time forth and forevermore!  [3] From the rising of the sun to 

its setting, the name of the LORD is to be praised!  [4] The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory 

above the heavens!  [5] Who is like the LORD our God, who is seated on high, [6] who looks far down  on 

the heavens and the earth?  [7] He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap, [8] to 

make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.  [9] He gives the barren woman a home, making 

her the joyous mother of children.  Praise the LORD!   
 

Friday: Luke 15:11-32  And he said, “There was a man who had two sons. [12] And the younger of them 

said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of property that is coming to me.’ And he divided his property 

between them. [13] Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a journey into a far 

country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living. [14] And when he had spent everything, a 

severe famine arose in that country, and he began to be in need. [15] So he went and hired himself out to one 

of the citizens of that country, who sent him into his fields to feed pigs. [16] And he was longing to be fed 

with the pods that the pigs ate, and no one gave him anything.  [17] “But when he came to himself, he said, 

‘How many of my father's hired servants have more than enough bread, but I perish here with hunger! [18] I 

will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 

[19] I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Treat me as one of your hired servants.”’ [20] And he arose 

and came to his father. But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and felt compassion, and ran 

and embraced him and kissed him. [21] And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ [22] But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring quick-

ly the best robe, and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. [23] And bring the fat-

tened calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate. [24] For this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was 

lost, and is found.’ And they began to celebrate.  [25] “Now his older son was in the field, and as he came and 

drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing. [26] And he called one of the servants and asked what 

these things meant. [27] And he said to him, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fattened 

calf, because he has received him back safe and sound.’ [28] But he was angry and refused to go in. His father 

came out and entreated him, [29] but he answered his father, ‘Look, these many years I have served you, and I 

never disobeyed your command, yet you never gave me a young goat, that I might celebrate with my friends. 

[30] But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your property with prostitutes, you killed the fat-

tened calf for him!’ [31] And he said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 

[32] It was fitting to celebrate and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is 

found.’” 
 

Saturday: Psalm 13  How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever?  How long will you hide your face 

from me?  [2] How long must I take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart all the day?  How long 

shall my enemy be exalted over me?  [3] Consider and answer me, O LORD my God; light up my eyes, lest I 

sleep the sleep of death, [4] lest my enemy say, “I have prevailed over him,” lest my foes rejoice because I am 

shaken.  [5] But I have trusted in your steadfast love; my heart shall rejoice in your salvation.  [6] I will sing to 

the LORD, because he has dealt bountifully with me. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Third Commandment 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His 

Word, but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 
 

The Fourth Commandment 

Honor your father and your mother. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not despise or anger our parents and 

other authorities, but honor them, serve and obey them, love and cherish them . 
 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

John 3:16 (NKJV) For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever 

believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Eighteenth Sunday After Pentecost: 

O God, the strength of all who trust in You, and without whose aid we can do no good thing, grant 

us the help of Your grace that we may please You in both will and deed; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Seek Where You May to Find a Way”                                  LSB #557 

1 Seek where ye may To find a way That leads to your salvation. 

My heart is stilled, On Christ I build, He is the one Foundation. 

His Word is sure, His works endure; 

He overthrows All evil foes; Through Him I more than conquer. 

 

2 Seek whom ye may To be your stay;None can redeem his brother. 

All helpers failed, This Man prevailed,The God-man, and none other, 

Our Servant-King Of whom we sing. 

We're justified, Because He died, The guilty being guiltless. 
 

 


