
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of October 8 through October 14, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 21:33-46 "Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard 

and put a fence around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into an-

other country. 34When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get his fruit. 35And 

the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned another. 36Again he sent other servants, 

more than the first. And they did the same to them. 37Finally he sent his son to them, saying, 'They will respect 

my son.' 38But when the tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, 'This is the heir. Come, let us kill him 

and have his inheritance.' 39And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40When 

therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 41They said to him, "He will put 

those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in 

their seasons."  42Jesus said to them, "Have you never read in the Scriptures:      " 'The stone that the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone; this was the Lord's doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes'?  43Therefore I 

tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44And the 

one who falls on this stone will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him."  45When 

the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them. 46And 

although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him to be a prophet. 
 

Monday: Isaiah 5:1-7  Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a 

vineyard on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones, and planted it with choice vines; he built a 

watchtower in the midst of it, and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield grapes, but it yielded 

wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge between me and my vineyard. 4 

What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, 

why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will tell you what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, 

and it shall be devoured; I will break down its wall, and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a waste; it 

shall not be pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they rain 

no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah are his 

pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for righteousness, but behold, an outcry! 
 

Tuesday:  Philippians 3:4b-14 If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 

5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to 

the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness, under the law blameless. 7But 

whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8Indeed, I count everything as loss because of the 

surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count 

them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own 

that comes from the law, but that which comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God that depends 

on faith— 10that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings, becoming 

like him in his death, 11that by any means possible I may attain the resurrection from the dead.   12Not that I 

have already obtained this or am already perfect, but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has 

made me his own. 13Brothers, I do not consider that I have made it my own. But one thing I do: forgetting 

what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the up-

ward call of God in Christ Jesus. 
  

Wednesday:  Psalm 80:7-19 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved! 8 You 

brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the nations and planted it. 9 You cleared the ground for it; it took 

deep root and filled the land. 10 The mountains were covered with its shade, the mighty cedars with its branch-

es. 11 It sent out its branches to the sea and its shoots to the River. 12 Why then have you broken down its 

walls, so that all who pass along the way pluck its fruit? 13 The boar from the forest ravages it, and all that 

move in the field feed on it. 14 Turn again, O God of hosts! Look down from heaven, and see; have regard for 

this vine, 15 the stock that your right hand planted, and for the son whom you made strong for yourself. 16 

They have burned it with fire; they have cut it down; may they perish at the rebuke of your face! 17 But let 



your hand be on the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you have made strong for yourself! 18 Then 

we shall not turn back from you; give us life, and we will call upon your name! 19 Restore us, O LORD God of 

hosts! Let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
 

Thursday:  Luke 24:44-53 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms must be 

fulfilled." 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46 and said to them, "Thus it is writ-

ten, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47 and that repentance and for-

giveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are wit-

nesses of these things. 49 And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city 

until you are clothed with power from on high." 50 Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his 

hands he blessed them. 51 While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. 52 

And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53 and were continually in the temple 

blessing God. 
  

Friday:  Isaiah 62:1-7 For Zion's sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem's sake I will not be quiet, until 

her righteousness goes forth as brightness, and her salvation as a burning torch. 2 The nations shall see your 

righteousness, and all the kings your glory, and you shall be called by a new name that the mouth of the 

LORD will give. 3 You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, and a royal diadem in the hand 

of your God. 4 You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed Desolate, but 

you shall be called My Delight Is in Her, and your land Married; for the LORD delights in you, and your land 

shall be married. 5 For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the 

bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 6 On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have 

set watchmen; all the day and all the night they shall never be silent. You who put the LORD in remem-

brance, take no rest, 7 and give him no rest until he establishes Jerusalem and makes it a praise in the earth. 
 

Saturday:  Romans 10:11-17  For the Scripture says, "Everyone who believes in him will not be put to 

shame." 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his 

riches on all who call on him. 13 For "everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 14 How 

then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 

have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach un-

less they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!" 16 But 

they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?" 17 

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Fifth Commandment 

You shall not murder. 

What does this mean? We should fear and love God so that we do not hurt or harm our neighbor in his 

body, but help and support him in every physical need. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Romans 10:17  So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 

Gracious God, You gave Your Son into the hands of sinful men who killed Him. Forgive us when we 

reject Your unfailing love, and grant us the fullness of Your salvation; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O Love, How Deep, How Broad, How High”                              LSB #544 

1 O love, how deep, how broad, how high, Beyond all thought and fantasy,  

That God, the Son of God, should take Our mortal form for mortals' sake!  
 

2 He sent no angel to our race, Of higher or of lower place, 

But wore the robe of human frame, And to this world Himself He came. 
 

3 For us baptized, for us He bore His holy fast, and hungered sore;  

For us temptation sharp He knew; For us the tempter overthrew.  
 

4 For us He prayed; for us He taught; For us His daily works He wrought; 

By words and signs and actions thus Still seeking not Himself, but us.  
 

5 For us by wicked men betrayed, For us, in crown of thorns arrayed,  

He bore the shameful cross and death; For us He gave His dying breath.  
 

6 For us He rose from death again; For us He went on high to reign;  

For us He sent His Spirit here To guide, to strengthen, and to cheer.  
 

7 All glory to our Lord and God For love so deep, so high, so broad; 

The Trinity whom we adore Forever and forevermore. 

. 


