
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of September 24 through September 30, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 20:1-16 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the 

morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them 

into his vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4and to 

them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out 

again about the sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour he went out and 

found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because 

no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, the owner of 

the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the 

first.’ 9And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now when 

those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a denarius. 11And 

on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 

have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to 

one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what be-

longs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not allowed to do what I 

choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first 

last.” 
 

Monday: Philippians 1:12-14, 19-30 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really 

served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the 

rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by 

my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.  19for I know that through your prayers 

and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager expectation 

and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in 

my body, whether by life or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live in the 

flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the 

two. My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more neces-

sary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your pro-

gress and joy in the faith, 26so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my 

coming to you again.  27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come 

and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side 

by side for the faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to 

them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the 

sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the same conflict 

that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

Tuesday:  Isaiah 55:6-9  “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near; 7let the 

wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return to the LORD, that he may have 

compassion on him, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my 

ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
  

Wednesday: Psalm 27:1-9  The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The LORD is the 

stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 2 When evildoers assail me to eat up my flesh, my adversaries 

and foes, it is they who stumble and fall. 3 Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though 

war arise against me, yet I will be confident. 4 One thing have I asked of the LORD, that will I seek after: that I 

may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to in-

quire in his temple. 5 For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the cov-

er of his tent; he will lift me high upon a rock. 6 And now my head shall be lifted up above my enemies all 

around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 



7 Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; be gracious to me and answer me! 8 You have said, "Seek my face." My 

heart says to you, "Your face, LORD, do I seek." 9 Hide not your face from me. Turn not your servant away in 

anger, O you who have been my help. Cast me not off; forsake me not, O God of my salvation! 
  

Thursday:  Colossians 3:12-17 Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate hearts, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, 13 bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 

another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 And above all these 

put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you 

richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, 

with thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
  

Friday (St. Michael and All Angels):  Daniel 10:10-14; 12:1-3 And behold, a hand touched me and set me 

trembling on my hands and knees. 11And he said to me, “O Daniel, man greatly loved, understand the words 

that I speak to you, and stand upright, for now I have been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to 

me, I stood up trembling. 12Then he said to me, “Fear not, Daniel, for from the first day that you set your 

heart to understand and humbled yourself before your God, your words have been heard, and I have come 

because of your words. 13The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me twenty-one days, but Michael, 

one of the chief princes, came to help me, for I was left there with the kings of Persia, 14and came to make 

you understand what is to happen to your people in the latter days. For the vision is for days yet to come.”….  

1“At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time 

of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at that time your people shall be 

delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the book. 2And many of those who sleep in the 

dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. 3And 

those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to righteous-

ness, like the stars forever and ever. 
 

Saturday:  Revelation 12:7-12 Now war arose in heaven, Michael and his angels fighting against the dragon. 

And the dragon and his angels fought back, 8but he was defeated, and there was no longer any place for them 

in heaven. 9And the great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the devil and Satan, 

the deceiver of the whole world— he was thrown down to the earth, and his angels were thrown down with 

him. 10And I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, “Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 

God and the authority of his Christ have come, for the accuser of our brothers has been thrown down, who 

accuses them day and night before our God. 11And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and 

by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death. 12Therefore, rejoice, O heavens 

and you who dwell in them! But woe to you, O earth and sea, for the devil has come down to you in great 

wrath, because he knows that his time is short!” 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Third Commandment 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not despise preaching and His Word, 

but hold it sacred and gladly hear and learn it. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Philippians 1:21  For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, 

help us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Salvation Unto Us Has Come”                               LSB #555 

1 Salvation unto us has come By God's free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, Who did for all the world atone; He is our one Redeemer. 
 

2 What God did in His Law demand And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev'ry hand For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires The spirit of the Law requires, And lost is our condition. 
 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, Your death is now my life indeed, For You have paid my ransom.  
 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin And makes us conscience-stricken; 

But then the Gospel enters in The sinful soul to quicken. 

Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; The Law no peace can ever give, No comfort and no blessing. 
 

9 Faith clings to Jesus' cross alone And rests in Him unceasing; 

And by its fruits true faith is known, With love and hope increasing. 

For faith alone can justify; Works serve our neighbor and supply The proof that faith is living. 


