
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

For the Week of September 17 through September 23, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 18:21-35  Then Peter came up and said to him, "Lord, how often will my brother sin 

against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?" 22 Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you seven 

times, but seventy times seven. 23 "Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished 

to settle accounts with his servants. 24 When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten 

thousand talents. 25 And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 

and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26 So the servantfell on his knees, imploring him, 'Have patience 

with me, and I will pay you everything.' 27 And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and 

forgave him the debt. 28 But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed 

him a hundred denarii, and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, 'Pay what you owe.' 29 So his fellow 

servant fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' 30 He refused and went 

and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 31 When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 

were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. 32 Then his master 

summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 

33 And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?' 34 And in anger his 

master delivered him to the jailers,until he should pay all his debt. 35 So also my heavenly Father will do to 

every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart." 
 

Monday: Genesis 50:15-21  When Joseph's brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, "It may be that 

Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him." 16 So they sent a message to Joseph, 

saying, "Your father gave this command before he died, 17 'Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgression of 

your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.' And now, please forgive the transgression of the serv-

ants of the God of your father." Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and fell down 

before him and said, "Behold, we are your servants." 19 But Joseph said to them, "Do not fear, for am I in the 

place of God? 20 As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 

people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little ones." 

Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

Tuesday:  Romans 14:1-12  As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to quarrel over opin-

ions. 2 One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person eats only vegetables. 3 Let not the one 

who eats despise the one who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one who eats, for 

God has welcomed him. 4 Who are you to pass judgment on the servant of another? It is before his own master 

that he stands or falls. And he will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 5 One person esteems one 

day as better than another, while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own 

mind. 6 The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one who eats, eats in honor of the 

Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks 

to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to the Lord, 

and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. 9 For to this 

end Christ died and lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 10 Why do you pass 

judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment 

seat of God; 11 for it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall 

confess to God." 12 So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  

Wednesday: Psalm 103:1-12  Bless the LORD, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name! 2 

Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits, 3 who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your 

diseases, 4 who redeems your life from the pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy, 5 who satisfies 

you with good so that your youth is renewed like the eagle's. 6 The LORD works righteousness and justice for 

all who are oppressed. 7 He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 8 The LORD is 

merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 9 He will not always chide, nor will he 

keep his anger forever. 10 He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniqui-



ties. 11 For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; 

12 as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. 
  

Thursday (St. Matthew):  Matthew 9:9-13 As Jesus passed on from there, he saw a man called Matthew 

sitting at the tax booth, and he said to him, "Follow me." And he rose and followed him. 10 And as Jesus re-

clined at table in the house, behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and were reclining with Jesus and 

his disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, "Why does your teacher eat with 

tax collectors and sinners?" 12 But when he heard it, he said, "Those who are well have no need of a physi-

cian, but those who are sick. 13 Go and learn what this means, 'I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.' For I came 

not to call the righteous, but sinners." 
  

Friday:  Ephesians 4:7-16  But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 

Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, and he gave gifts to men." 9 (In say-

ing, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He 

who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And 

he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the 

work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 

so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doc-

trine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to 

grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 from whom the whole body, joined and held 

together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow 

so that it builds itself up in love. 
 

Saturday:  Matthew19:16-26  And behold, a man came up to him, saying, "Teacher, what good deed must I 

do to have eternal life?" 17 And he said to him, "Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one 

who is good. If you would enter life, keep the commandments." 18 He said to him, "Which ones?" And Jesus 

said, "You shall not murder, You shall not commit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear false wit-

ness, 19 Honor your father and mother, and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 20 The young man 

said to him, "All these I have kept. What do I still lack?" 21 Jesus said to him, "If you would be perfect, go, 

sell what you possess and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me." 22 

When the young man heard this he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 23 And Jesus said to 

his disciples, "Truly, I say to you, only with difficulty will a rich person enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 

Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich person to enter the 

kingdom of God." 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished, saying, "Who then can be 

saved?" 26 But Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are  

possible." 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Second Commandment 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

What does this mean?  We should fear and love God so that we do not curse, swear, use satanic arts, lie, or 

deceive by His name, but call upon it in every trouble, pray, praise, and give thanks. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Romans 14:7-8  For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8 For if we live, we live to 

the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's.  

 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost: 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, hear the devout prayers of Your 

Church, especially in times of persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker”                               LSB #820 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, Jesus shed His blood for me; 

Died that I might live on high, Lived that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, I am His and He is mine. 
 

2 Oh, the height of Jesus' love, Higher than the heav'ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, Lasting as eternity! 

Love that found me--wondrous thought!  Found me when I sought Him not. 
 

3 Only Jesus can impart Balm to heal the wounded heart, 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv'n, Joy that lifts the soul to heav'n; 

Faith and hope to walk with God In the way that Enoch trod. 
 

4 Chief of sinners though I be, Christ is all in all to me; 

All my wants to Him are known, All my sorrows are His own. 

He sustains the hidden life Safe with Him from earthly strife.  
 

5 O my Savior, help afford By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply While I live and when I die. 


