
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Fifth Sunday in Lent  

For the Week of April 2, 2017 through April 8, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 11:17-27, 38-53 Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 

days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary 

to console them concerning their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 

but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, "Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 

not have died. 22But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you." 23Jesus said to her, 

"Your brother will rise again." 24Martha said to him, "I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last 

day." 25Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?" 27She said to him, "Yes, 

Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world."……  38Then Jesus, deep-

ly moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, "Take away the stone." 

Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, "Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead 

four days." 40Jesus said to her, "Did I not tell you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?" 41So 

they took away the stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, "Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42I 

knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people standing around, that they may believe that 

you sent me." 43When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out." 44The man 

who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said 

to them, "Unbind him, and let him go."  45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen 

what he did, believed in him, 46but some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had done. 47So 

the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered the Council and said, "What are we to do? For this man performs 

many signs. 48If we let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take 

away both our place and our nation." 49But one of them, Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, said to them, 

"You know nothing at all. 50Nor do you understand that it is better for you that one man should die for the peo-

ple, not that the whole nation should perish." 51He did not say this of his own accord, but being high priest that 

year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 52and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one 

the children of God who are scattered abroad. 53So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.  
 

Monday: Ezekiel 37:1-14 The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord 

and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 2And he led me around among them, and be-

hold, there were very many on the surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, 

"Son of man, can these bones live?" And I answered, "O Lord God, you know." 4Then he said to me, "Prophesy 

over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these 

bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will lay sinews upon you, and will 

cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall 

know that I am the Lord."  7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a sound, and 

behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews 

on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 9Then he 

said to me, "Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord God:  Come 

from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live." 10 So I prophesied as he com-

manded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.  

11Then he said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, they say, 'Our bones are 

dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.' 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 

God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I will bring you into the 

land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and raise you from your 

graves, O my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own 

land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.  
 

Tuesday:  Romans 8:1-11 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2For the 

law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3For God has done what the 

law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he 



condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 

not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their minds 

on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set 

on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh 

cannot please God.  9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in 

you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although 

the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 

from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 

through his Spirit who dwells in you.  
 

Wednesday:  Luke 23:44-49 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until 

the ninth hour, 45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in two.  46 Then Je-

sus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands Icommit my spirit!"  And having said this he 

breathed his last.  47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, "Certainly this 

man was innocent!"  48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this spectacle, when they saw what had taken 

place, returned home beating their breasts.  49 And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him 

from Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 130  Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD! 2 O Lord, hear my voice! Let your ears be 

attentive to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 3 If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who could 

stand? 4 But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared. 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and 

in his word I hope; 6 my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen 

for the morning. 7 O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with him is 

plentiful redemption. 8 And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 
 

Friday:  Luke 19:1-10  He entered Jericho and was passing through. 2 And there was a man named Zacchae-

us. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. 3 And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of 

the crowd he could not, because he was small of stature. 4 So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore 

tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said 

to him, "Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today." 6 So he hurried and came 

down and received him joyfully. 7 And when they saw it, they all grumbled, "He has gone in to be the guest of 

a man who is a sinner." 8 And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, "Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I 

give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold." 9 And Jesus said to him, 

"Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham. 10 For the Son of Man came to 

seek and to save the lost." 
 

Saturday: Mark 10:46-52  And they came to Jericho. And as he was leaving Jericho with his disciples and a 

great crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And when he 

heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry out and say, "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" 48 

And many rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on 

me!" 49 And Jesus stopped and said, "Call him." And they called the blind man, saying to him, "Take heart. 

Get up; he is calling you." 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said 

to him, "What do you want me to do for you?" And the blind man said to him, "Rabbi, let me recover my 

sight." 52 And Jesus said to him, "Go your way; your faith has made you well." And immediately he recov-

ered his sight and followed him on the way. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
What is the Sacrament of the Altar? 

It is the true body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ under the bread and wine, instituted by Christ 

Himself for us Christians to eat and to drink. 
 



 G.  Verse for the Week:   

2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, 

for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, equipped 

for every good work.   

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Fifth Sunday in Lent:   

Almighty God, by Your great goodness look upon Your people that we may be governed and pre-

served evermore in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“My Song is Love Unknown ”        LSB #430 

1 1 My song is love unknown, My Savior’s love to me, 

Love to the loveless shown That they might lovely be. 

O who am I That for my sake My Lord should take Frail flesh, and die? 
 

2 He came from His blest throne Salvation to bestow; 

But men made strange, and none The longed-for Christ would know. 

But, oh, my friend, My Friend indeed, Who at my need His life did spend! 
 

7 Here might I stay and sing, No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my Friend, In whose sweet praise I all my days Could gladly spend! 

 


