
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

Third Sunday in Lent (Oculi ) 

For the Week of March 4 through March 10, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 11:14–28  Now he was casting out a demon that was mute. When the demon had gone out, the 

mute man spoke, and the people marveled. But some of them said, “He casts out demons by Beelzebul, the 

prince of demons,” while others, to test him, kept seeking from him a sign from heaven. But he, knowing their 

thoughts, said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid waste, and a divided household falls. And 

if Satan also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom stand? For you say that I cast out demons by 

Beelzebul. And if I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they will be 

your judges. But if it is by the finger of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon 

you. When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own palace, his goods are safe; but when one stronger than he 

attacks him and overcomes him, he takes away his armor in which he trusted and divides his spoil. Whoever is 

not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.  “When the unclean spirit has gone 

out of a person, it passes through waterless places seeking rest, and finding none it says, ‘I will return to my 

house from which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds the house swept and put in order. Then it goes and 

brings seven other spirits more evil than itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that person 

is worse than the first.” As he said these things, a woman in the crowd raised her voice and said to him, 

“Blessed is the womb that bore you, and the breasts at which you nursed!” But he said, “Blessed rather are 

those who hear the word of God and keep it!”. 
 

Monday:  Ephesians 5:1–9  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ 

loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  But sexual immorality and all 

impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints. Let there be no filthi-

ness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but instead let there be thanksgiving. For you 

may be sure of this, that everyone who is sexually immoral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), 

has no inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of 

these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience. Therefore do not associate with them; for 

at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as children of light (for the fruit of light 

is found in all that is good and right and true). 
 

Tuesday:  Exodus 8:16–24  Then the Lord said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Stretch out your staff and strike the 

dust of the earth, so that it may become gnats in all the land of Egypt.’” And they did so. Aaron stretched out 

his hand with his staff and struck the dust of the earth, and there were gnats on man and beast. All the dust of 

the earth became gnats in all the land of Egypt. The magicians tried by their secret arts to produce gnats, but 

they could not. So there were gnats on man and beast. Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger 

of God.” But Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he would not listen to them, as the Lord had said.  Then 

the Lord said to Moses, “Rise up early in the morning and present yourself to Pharaoh, as he goes out to the 

water, and say to him, ‘Thus says the Lord, “Let my people go, that they may serve me. Or else, if you will not 

let my people go, behold, I will send swarms of flies on you and your servants and your people, and into your 

houses. And the houses of the Egyptians shall be filled with swarms of flies, and also the ground on which they 

stand. But on that day I will set apart the land of Goshen, where my people dwell, so that no swarms of flies 

shall be there, that you may know that I am the Lord in the midst of the earth. Thus I will put a division be-

tween my people and your people. Tomorrow this sign shall happen.”’” And the Lord did so. There came great 

swarms of flies into the house of Pharaoh and into his servants’ houses. Throughout all the land of Egypt the 

land was ruined by the swarms of flies. 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 136:1–16  Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

Give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. Give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his 

steadfast love endures forever; to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures forever; to 

him who by understanding made the heavens, for his steadfast love endures forever; to him who spread out the 

earth above the waters, for his steadfast love endures forever; to him who made the great lights, for his stead-

fast love endures forever; the sun to rule over the day, for his steadfast love endures forever; the moon and stars 

to rule over the night, for his steadfast love endures forever; to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt, for 



his steadfast love endures forever; and brought Israel out from among them, for his steadfast love endures forev-

er; with a strong hand and an outstretched arm, for his steadfast love endures forever; to him who divided the 

Red Sea in two, for his steadfast love endures forever; and made Israel pass through the midst of it, for his stead-

fast love endures forever; but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea, for his steadfast love endures for-

ever; to him who led his people through the wilderness, for his steadfast love endures forever. 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 4  Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness!  You have given me relief when I 

was in distress.  Be gracious to me and hear my prayer!  O men, how long shall my honor be turned into shame? 

How long will you love vain words and seek after lies?  But know that the Lord has set apart the godly for him-

self; the Lord hears when I call to him.  Be angry, and do not sin; ponder in your own hearts on your beds, and 

be silent.  Offer right sacrifices, and put your trust in the Lord.  There are many who say, “Who will show us 

some good?  Lift up the light of your face upon us, O Lord!”  You have put more joy in my heart than they have 

when their grain and wine abound.  In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O  Lord, make me 

dwell in safety. 
   

Friday:  I Peter 3:13-22  Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14 But even if you 

should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15 but in your 

hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, 

when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better 

to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for 

sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made 

alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not 

obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, 

eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as 

a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having 

been subjected to him. 
  

Saturday: Romans 8:1-11 There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For the 

law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For God has done what 

the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, 

he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 

walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the 

Spirit. 6 For to set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For the 

mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God's law; indeed, it cannot. 8 Those who 

are in the flesh cannot please God. 9 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But if Christ is in 

you, although the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of him 

who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to 

your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
Third 

How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the 

faith which trusts this word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and 

no Baptism. But with the word of God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a 

washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us 



through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us gener-

ously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might become 

heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8) 

G.  Verse for the Week:  Ephesians 5:1-2  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children.  

2 And walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.  

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for Third Sunday in Lent 
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and 

bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of 

Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Lord of Our Life and God of Our Salvation”          LSB #659 

1 Lord of our life and God of our salvation, Star of our night and Hope of ev'ry nation: 

Hear and receive Your Church's supplication, Lord God Almighty. 
 

2 See round Your ark the hungry billows curling; See how Your foes their banners are unfurling. 

And with great spite their fiery darts are hurling, O Lord, preserve us. 
 

3 Lord, be our light when worldly darkness veils us; Lord, be our shield when earthly armor fails us; 

And in the day when hell itself assails us, Grant us Your peace, Lord: 
 

4 Peace in our hearts, where sinful thoughts are raging, Peace in Your Church, our troubled souls assuaging,  

Peace when the world its endless war is waging, Peace in Your heaven. 


