
December 16, 2018 
Third Sunday in Advent 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  
We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

God’s Preparation for Christmas for Our Preparation for Christmas 
By Pastor Schumacher 

 The movie Schindler’s List has been re-released.  This 
film in dramatic fashion depicts the evil nature of Hitler 
and the Nazis.  Hitler had to be defeated and his regime 
totally destroyed.  To defeat Hitler, the Allies had to 
land in France.  This occurred on D-Day, June 6, 1944.  
The amount of preparation for D-Day was staggering.  
Hundreds of thousands of troops had to be trained and 
logistics set up for the invasion.  Thousands of planes 
were involved, as well as thousands of ships.  Vast 
amounts of supplies were transported and stored in Brit-
ain awaiting use on D-Day and for the following cam-
paign.  Tremendous efforts were made to conceal the 
exact date and location of the invasion.  No event in hu-
man history involved as much planning as D-Day.  Or 
did it? 
 The whole of the Old Testament is God’s preparation 
for Christmas, the coming of His Son as the Christ to 
save the world from sin, death, and hell.  Ephesians 1 
tells us that salvation through Christ was planned even 
before the foundation of the world.  (God loved the 
world enough to create it even though He knew the Fall 
would happen!)  In the Garden of Eden, immediately 
after the Fall, God gave the Promise of the Savior to Ad-
am and Eve.  God set up a people from whom the Christ 
would come.  God carefully instituted a sacrificial sys-
tem that pointed ahead to Christ’s sacrifice on the cross.  
God also instituted a priesthood to carry out the sacrific-
es, knowing that the Son would be both Priest and Sacri-
fice on the cross.  The whole of the Old Testament testi-
fies to God’s preparation for Christmas and Christ carry-
ing out the plan of salvation.   

 God did all this preparation so that we would be His 
own and live under Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness (Catechism 2nd Article).  
God knew the great evil that sin would be and He pre-
pared a way of salvation that would overcome sin, 
death, and hell.  As we prepare for Christmas, it is most 
appropriate that we pay attention to how God prepared 
for it, so that our Christmas would indeed be CHRIST-
mas, that is, a feast of Christ, knowing who He is and 
what He would accomplish for us as the Incarnate Lord.   
 I know that most people do not think of preparing for 
war when thinking of preparing for Christmas.  But 
there is a war.  Satan deceived Adam and Eve causing 
the Fall.  Christmas is all about the Son of God coming 
to take away sin and to defeat the power of Satan.  We 
are in a war.  D-Day preparation was absolutely essen-
tial for defeating Hitler and his regime; God’s prepara-
tion for Christmas was absolutely essential for our sal-
vation.  We rejoice that God planned so well our salva-
tion, and that God was planning for Christmas even be-
fore the foundation of the earth.  Taking seriously God’s 
planning for Christmas aids our preparation for Christ-
mas, knowing that we are preparing a celebration of 
God’s triumphal war against sin, death, and the devil.  
Rejoice this day in God’s preparing so well for your 
salvation.  Rejoice in your Advent King Jesus. 
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This Week’s Calendar 

Sunday, December 16   
Third Sunday in Advent 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am— Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

12:30 pm—Sr. High Youth 

4:00 pm—Sunday School Christmas Program 

Monday, December 17 
9:30 am—LWML 

Tuesday, December 18 
6:30 pm—Theology on Tap 
7:00 pm—BLS Christmas Program 

Wednesday, December 19 

8:50 am—BLS Chapel 
No Ladies LifeLight 
3:00 pm—Schola Cantorum 

5:30 pm—Praises Ring 
7:15 pm—Advent Evening Prayer 
8:00 pm—Proclaim 

8:15 pm—Board of Elders 

Thursday, December 20 

Friday, December 21 

Saturday, December 22 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 
5:00 pm— Worship w/communion 

Sunday, December 23 
Fourth Sunday in Advent 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

No Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

No Youth 

 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Diane Benecke, ear ly onset 
Alzheimer’s Disease; Tanner Dirilten, for resolution of seizures; Erica 
Harper, r ecovery from surgery; Bill Kokaska, r ecovery from hear t 
attack/heart procedure; Enrique Veguilla, chronic pain. (please renew 
after four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially:  Linda Collins, 
(mother of Scott Collins) continued healing from stroke; Debbie, (friend 
of Maria Simpson) cancer; Sarah Dumford, (daughter of Dave/Sue Dum-
ford) ill health; Hudson Feldman, (friend of the Anderson family) age 2/
stage 4 cancer; Norah, (baby of Sarah, cousin of Mary McIntyre) in NICU 
with birth complications; George Raetzke, (stepfather of Deborah Smart) 
cancer. (please renew after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Matthew Hinze and Michael Hinze,  
Adam Horton, Peter Johnson, Savanna Lugay, Shalyn Martinek as 
they continue to serve in the Military. 
 
For Brian and Cynthia Niccolai on their 26th wedding anniversary. 
 
For Cathy Schuh and family at the death of her father Robert Newland. 
 

Prayers 

Bethany’s Prayer Chain 
We have a prayer chain! Please contact Ina Johnson (630-369-6074) or 
email at muttiina@gmail.com with your prayer requests and if you would 
like to be part of the prayer chain. 

December  
Theology on Tap  

Tuesday, December 18 
6:30 to 8 p.m. 

    

Stewardship 
Weekly Contributions - Week of 12/09/2018 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$14,288  $24,616  ($10,328) 

Year to Date Contributions 07/1/18 - 12/12/2018 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$447,268  $438,533  $8,735  

Attendance 

 Dec 18 Dec 17 

 Avg Weekly 
Attendance - Dec 448 415 
YTD Attendance 

July - Dec 9,697 9,647 

    

Our Sunday School Christmas Program is 
this Sunday, December 16 at 4 p.m.  All are 
welcome! 
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News 

Contact Your Elder! 
With the blessing of a larger congregation like ours, clear 
communication can be a challenge.  To help improve this, 
the elders want to encourage you to contact them with ques-
tions/comments about our church and ways we might better 
serve the needs of our congregation.  Your elders are here to 
assist the pastors in serving you and your family.  The active 
member directory has been divided among the elders, mak-
ing it easier for them to establish a relationship.  Who is your 
elder? Please see the list of elders, their assigned members, 
and their emails on the website’s new Elder page (under the 
Resource Tab), as well as on the tower in the narthex.  We 
give thanks to our Lord for these men and their service to 
Bethany! 

Theology on Tap 
Theology on Tap will meet on Tuesday, December 18 from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. at Hopvine Brewing Co. (4030 Fox Valley 
Center Dr.).  We hope you will join us. 

College Students Bible Study THIS TUESDAY!  
Tuesday, December 18, we will meet at the Pancake Café 
(1292 Rickert Dr. Naperville) from 10 a.m. until noon for a 
late breakfast and to discuss chapter 2 of our book.  Any of 
our non-local college students in town for break are in-
vited to join us.  Contact Pastor  Clemmer  with questions. 

Dignity for Girls Sewing Event Scheduled for 
Monday, January 21, 2019 
Please put January 21, a Monday and school holiday, on your 
calendars for our first group sewing date of the season—all day, 
from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. in the multi-purpose room.  Come and 
go as time allows! 
 

To all members and friends: if you have a sewing machine and 
can sew a straight seam, please consider coming with your ma-
chine to take part in this wonderful life-changing mission pro-
ject.  Also, if you don’t sew, but can devote some time, other 
tasks such as ironing, turning items right-side-out, tracing tem-
plates onto fabric, and cutting them out will be available. 
 

Contact Ina Johnson with questions muttiina@gmail.com. 

It’s Time to Defend Our League 
Championship!   
Bethany is again forming a women’s volleyball team (high 
school and up) to play in the Lutheran Athletic Association 
of Greater Chicago League.  The season is January 6 
through March 10.  Games are on Sunday afternoons and 
are played at the various churches in the league.  For more 
information and to express interest in joining, please con-
tact Kari Janetzke at kjanetzke@bethanylcs.org. 

January is Our Next OWLS Event! 
Join us for the OWLS lunch on January 10 at 11:30 a.m.  We 
will meet at EggCited on 111th & Route 59 (behind Star-
bucks).  Please RSVP to Michelle Grimes at 630-983-7822 
or micgrimes@aol.com by January 8.  Join us for lunch and 
fellowship. 

Can You Make a Meal? 
Bethany has a group of “meal-makers” who have served faith-
fully for over thirteen years, providing short-term meals for 
families who can use them to get through difficult times, 
whether dealing with illness, being a caregiver, or new baby 
without grandmothers or sisters to help. 
Currently there is a temporary long-term need for meals for a 
Bethany family in unusually difficult circumstances, and we 
would greatly appreciate a few more people to join our efforts!  
If you would be willing to help, please contact the church of-
fice for specifics. 
We are nourished so richly with the Word of God, and are glad 
to help one another with physical food to help us get through 
difficult times! 

Our Sunday School Christmas Program This 
Sunday at 4 p.m.! 
Please join our Sunday School children this afternoon at 4 
p.m. for the Christmas program “What Child Is This”.  
We thank our dedicated Sunday School staff for their hard 
work on the program and their service throughout the year: 
Carol Bramstedt, Traci Downs, Nicky Kaims, Betty Wagner, 
Matt Krock, Sue Sreniawski, Sally Wilson and Matt Carlson, 
coordinator. 

A Reminder From the Elders 
Our Elders are requesting nominations for a newly formed El-
der Board Society “My Brother’s Keeper”.  Please take a mo-
ment and consider nominating one member you feel is blessed 
with a “love of neighbor” and a love of Christ.  The organiza-
tion is intended to supplement Pastoral and Elder endeavors 
and to touch the lives of those who have demonstrated a per-
sonal struggle by diminished worship attendance.  As always, 
thank you for your consideration to this much needed endeav-
or.  Nomination forms and a submission box are in the Narthex 
at the Welcome Center. 

Bethany Youth Thanks You! 
Bethany’s youth would like to thank everyone who donated for the residents of Bethesda.  We were able to drop off gifts, money 
and household supplies for over 30 residents!  Many of whom may not receive any other gifts this Christmas.  They truly appreci-
ate your love and generosity.  Please continue to pray for the residents and staff of Bethesda now and throughout the year. 

Please Complete The LSCS Survey! 
Lutheran Schools Consulting Services (LSCS) is an LCMS ser-
vice to congregations with the purpose of “strengthening Luther-
an schools”.  Bethany will be able to benefit from an individual 
study, a church/school visit and finally recommendations based 
on the findings.  Our first step is to provide LSCS with infor-
mation.  A survey was emailed to you last week and we ask that 
you complete it by December 21. 
Also, please complete the Oktoberfest survey sent last week or 
take one available on the Welcome Center and place it in the 
box provided.  



Bible Studies at Bethany 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 
www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday 
School, Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 

 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship 
services and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer 
staffed. 

Program Staff 
Vacant………………….…...……..Pastor (Team Leader, Administration) 
Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..……...Pastor (Witness, Youth) 
Neal Kaspar .................................................................... School Principal 
Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 
Erin Dunwell…………………....Assistant Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 
Donna Linnemeyer…………………….………....Program Administrator 
Faculty 
Debby Buckman………………………………...…......Preschool Teacher 
Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 
Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 
Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 
Justine Kaczmarek……………………………………...Preschool Teacher 
Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Ashley Zorena….……………………………………....Preschool Teacher 
Kim Rodriguez, Traci Downs…………………...…….Instructional Aides  
Heather Lee, Cindy Hoekema...….................................Instructional Aides 
Kristin Gemkow................................................................... Kindergarten 
Diane Green, Claudia Contreras……………………..Instructional Aides 
Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 
Kari Janetzke ...................................................................... Second Grade 
Carole Staunch………………………….……..…....Art/First Grade Aide 
Chad Baganz .......................................................................... Third Grade 
Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 
Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 
Grant Baganz….….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 
Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 
Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer ...................................................................... Eighth Grade 
Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Holly Fletcher ............................................................... Special Education 
Kevin Zorena…....………….…………………………....Assistant Cantor 
Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 
Administrative/Support Staff 
Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 
Patty Compton ........................................................ School Administrator 
Melanie Colt.………... ............................................... ...School Secretary 
Matt Carlson…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator/Youth Support 
Vacant…..…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 
Jean Martinek………...Youth/Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 
Jake Mathley.………………………….……………....Facilities Manager 
Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

 
To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last name 
@bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumacher@bethanylcs.org) 

Bethany Staff 

The deadline for the December 23/30 Heralds 
is Tuesday,  December 18. 

Living the Christian Life Taught by Pastor Schumacher 
Pastor Schumacher continues his study of “Living the Christian Life” 
this weekend.  We Lutherans have a definite theology of how to live 
the Christian Life. The Bible has a lot to say about how to love daily in 
the Lord’s grace according to the Lord’s will. Join us in the gym at 10 
a.m. Please note—there will be no Bible study on December 23 and 
30.  This class will resume on January 6. 
 

Adult Instruction Class 
We have completed the fall session of Adult Instruction class.  If 
you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the Luther-
an faith contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumacher@bethanylcs.org or 
Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs.org or call 630-355-2198.  
 

Sunday School for Children Meets at 10 a.m. 
All classes meet each week at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade 
levels are marked on the doorways.  We have Sunday School classes 
for preschoolers through grade 8.  
Today in Sunday School we studied “An Angel Visits Joseph.”  Just as 
the angel proclaimed to Joseph that Mary would bear an infant who is 
the Son of God, the Savior, so God proclaimed to us in His word that 
this same Jesus is our Savior from sin and death.  Parents could ask, 
“What important message did the angel give Joseph? What important 
message do we hear in God’s Word?” There will be no Sunday 
School on December 23 and 30. 
  

High School Bible Class Meets in the Youth Room 
Bible Class for high school students meets in the youth room at 10 a.m. 
each Sunday. If you have questions or want more information contact 
Matt Carlson at mcarlson@bethanylcs.org.  
 
 

Women’s LifeLight Study Meets Wednesdays 
Wednesday Morning Women’s LifeLight is studying of the Gospel of 
John.  Please join us in the Harris Wing board room from 9 to 11 a.m. 
each Wednesday morning.  Please contact Sheri Walsh with questions 
at ssmdw@wideopenwest.com or call or text 630-816-4647.  Gospel of 
John study books are available in the church office. LifeLight is taking 
some time off and will resume January 9. 
 

Evening Lifelight Study:  Haggai/Zechariah/Malachi  
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 
church one week and in a home the next. This class begins at 7 p.m. 
each Thursday We are studying Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. For 
more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast Meets at 8 a.m. 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 
meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 8:00 to 9:30 
a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.  
 

Board of Finance 

Rich Fick        Rick Grimes       Bill Hahn 
Sam Harris       Pam Kolzow    Sue Sreniawski 
Doug Quinn       Rich Sutis       Mark Wolfgram 
           Tim Gavin, Treasurer 


