
July 16, 2017 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 

of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  

We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

How Much Are You to Give God?  by Pastor Clemmer 

 Well, that’s an awkward question, especially since 

Jesus says “do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret” (Matt 

6:3-4). Not only does it make us uncomfortable, but it’s also a 

ridiculous question.  What could God possibly need from you? 

No matter how great or unique you think your possessions 

may be, where did you get them if not from God? What does 

He possibly need that would require him looking to you, espe-

cially since He says, “Every beast of the forest is Mine, the 

cattle on a thousand hills…and everything that moves in 

the field is Mine. If I were hungry I would not tell you, for 

the world is Mine, and all it contains” (Ps 50). 
 

 God doesn’t need any gift from you, especially since 

your property, time, and bank accounts are already His.  Plus, 

anything we might attempt to give Him wouldn’t last: “All 

flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. 

The grass withers, and the flower falls” (1 Pet 1:24).  
 

 Since all that we have has come from God, the Chris-

tian is given to serve his or her neighbor with those gifts. Your 

time spent with your children is God-pleasing, since you be-

long to Him, and He gave you both the time and the children. 

Your money spent on gifts for your wife is God-pleasing, since 

you belong to Him, and He gave you both your money and 

your wife. Your hours at work, commute, or study are all God-

pleasing, since you belong to Him, and He has set you to serve 

your neighbor in your vocation.  
 

 God needs nothing from you nor can you give Him 

anything that really lasts. Therefore, the better question for us 

is, “What has He given us?” 

 

 

 We stand before Him as undeserving sinners, with 

nothing to give Him, and in return He gives us His most valu-

able Possession.  God has given us His only Son, who bought 

us from sin and death with His own precious imperishable 

blood. As those purchased by the perfect blood of Jesus, we 

belong to Him, along with our families and our children, all 

those baptized into Him. Nothing of you is left out of this—

nothing you can claim as your own—no sin you can keep 

from His grasp. It was all won by the death of Jesus—you 

belong to Him. 
 

 So, what about our offerings? Our offerings are giv-

en freely because they are His—His way of serving others 

using the gifts He has given us. We are His, and all we have 

belongs to Him.  This in no way is limited to some offering 

plate, but our whole life is a gift from God and is therefore an 

offering to Him as we serve others in every vocation of life.  
 

 But isn’t the offering given at church somehow bet-

ter? Of course not! If all is from God, then why would some 

be more or less holy than others? The time, money, and other 

gifts given to the Lord at church are not better or worse—

they simply serve Him in this place. The lights, the pavement, 

the pastors, the bathrooms—all supported by you as a gift. 

The fellowship, the encouraging conversations, the time, the 

prayers, the serving—all your gifts to your neighbor in this 

place.   
 

 How much are we to give God? It all belongs to Him 

already! We give thanks to our Lord of Gifts, who has given 

us ALL we have and has redeemed us with His only Son. 

And we pray that He would continue to work through our 

lives, our time, and our many gifts as we show His love to 

our neighbor—in our church, our family, and our community. 
 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen.   
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July 16, 2017 
Sunday, July 16    
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School Classes 
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 
12:30 pm—Roof Fundraiser Celebration 

5:00 pm— Sr. High Youth Pool Party—offsite     

Monday, July 17 
9:30 am—LWML 

10:00 am—7th/8th Basketball Camp 

Tuesday, July 18 

10:00 am—7th/8th Basketball Camp 

Wednesday, July 19 

9:00 am—Woman’s Summer Bible Study 
10:00 am—7th/8th Basketball Camp 

Thursday, July 20 
10:00 am—7th/8th Basketball Camp 
6:30 pm—Board of Elders   

Friday, July 21 
10:00 am—7th/8th Basketball Camp 

Saturday, July 22 
7:30 am—Bethany Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 

5:00 pm—Worship w/communion 

Sunday, July 23 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 
10:00 am—Bible Class 

10:00 am—Sunday School Classes 
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 
No Youth 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Claudia Scarpine, chemo 

treatments. (please renew after four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially:  
Ben Blanchard, (uncle of Beth Hahn) cancer; Grace, (friend of 

Cyndi Niccolai) for favorable test results; Valerie Kincaid, (friend 

of Sally Wilson) recovery/strength/healing from bone marrow 

transplant/continued chemotherapy; Marianna Saucedo, (former 

student of Shelly Quinn) continued stability following treatment 

for brain tumor; Mike Stache, (former BLC member) cancer; 

Merle Steva, (brother of Denise Bruno) health issues; Harold 

Sundersen, recovery from heart by-pass surgery. (please renew after 

two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Peter Johnson as he continues to 

serve in the Air Force and with Shalyn Martinek as she begins her 

service in the USMC. 
 

For Matt and Jennifer Krock at the birth of a baby girl, Rose 

Elizabeth on July 1. 
 

For Bob and Pam Splitt on their 43rd wedding anniversary and 

for Doug and Rory Splitt on their 1st wedding anniversary. 
 

For Maria Simpson for new job opportunities. 
 

For Rebecca Graham and son James at the death of husband/

father, Reverend Michael Graham of Emmanuel, Aurora. 

Prayers 

 Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend were placed by Bob 

and Pam Splitt for their 43rd wedding anniversary and 

for Doug and Rory Splitt for their 1st anniversary. 

Stewardship 
Weekly Contributions - Week of 7/9/17 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$12,880  $15,000  ($2,120) 

Year to Date Contributions 07/1/17 - 7/12/17 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$38,218  $30,000  $8,218  

Attendance 

 July 2017 July 2016 

 Avg Weekly Attend-
ance - July 322 363 

YTD Attendance July 643 725 
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News 

Youth News 

Roof Fundraiser Lunch Today! 
Today is the day for our members to bring in their gifts 

to fund the new roof over the education wing.  Several 

weeks ago we explained that our church and school 

family needed to make a significant repair to our 

church and school “home”.  We asked each family to 

consider giving to this project as they give to our regu-

lar unified needs.  We realize some may not be able to 

make a gift at this time.  We have also come to realize 

that some of our members have already been amazingly 

generous in their gifts to this project.  Thanks to all 

who are participating!  See you in the gym at 12:30 to 

hear our grand total! 

Let’s Play Ball! 
Any Jr. and Sr. high youth who would like to go to a Kane County Cougars game on Thursday, August 10 at 6:30 p.m. followed 

by fireworks, please plan to meet at church at 5:30 so we make sure everyone has a ride.  Hotdogs and sodas will be $1 each, and 

the cost of your ticket is $5.  You MUST RSVP BY July 17 to Jean Martinek (630-355-2198 or jmartinek@bethanylcs.org) to 

ensure you are sitting with the group and to get this price.  Questions? Please contact Julie Franken at 815-254-1438. 

Theology on Tap 
Theology on Tap will meet on Tuesday, July 18 from 

6:30 to 8 p.m. at Hopvine Brewing Co. in Aurora. We’ll 

be covering pages 50-64 of the Smalcald Articles. Con-

tact Pastor Clemmer with any questions. 

We’re Having a Bridal Shower 

Bethany Women and Girls: Save the Date! 
Pastor and Amy Schumacher’s daughter Sarah is marry-

ing Bethany member Tim Lieb, on October 20 and we 

want to shower them with our good wishes and gifts!  

Please mark the date of this bridal shower on your cal-

endar for Wednesday, August 16 at 6 p.m.  We are 

organizing a planned salad potluck so watch for the sign

-up sheets.  The Schumachers are also planning a light 

congregational reception after the wedding.  They are 

registered at Walmart and Bed, Bath and Beyond. 

BLS Alumni News 
Bethany alumni John Jaworski and Hunter Bailey (class 

of 2015) earned silver medals at the USA Volleyball 

National Tournament (open division) in Columbus a 

week ago.  John and Hunter play for Sports Perfor-

mance Volleyball Club.  Bethany alumni Zach Splitt 

(class of 1999) assistant coached their team at Nation-

als.  Congratulations John, Hunter and Zach. 

Three Musical Treats This Month! 
Schola Cantorum Choristers to Sing at LCMS Institute 

Choristers from our choir school, Schola Cantorum, will be singing at the LCMS Institute on Liturgy, Preaching, and 

Church Music Hymn Festival on Thursday, July 27 at 7:30 p.m. at Concordia University Chicago. The Hymn Festi-

val will be based on Luther’s hymn Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice and is open to the public (you do not have 

to pay the conference registration fee).  Please join us and support the choristers! 

Cantor Giuliani to Play Recital in Park Ridge 

In fulfillment of his Masters of Church Music in Organ, Cantor Giuliani will be playing a recital at St. Andrews Lu-

theran Church in Park Ridge on Sunday, July 30 at 4 p.m.  The recital will include works based upon Lutheran Cho-

rales from the liturgical year by Bach, Mendelssohn, Durufle, Leighton, Brahms and Kalejs.  All are welcome. 

Back Academy hosts Puccini’s La Boheme 

Also on July 30 at 7 p.m. at Bethany our very own J.S. Bach Academy of Music will host a production of Giacomo 

Puccini’s La Boheme.  Produced by Bach Academy faculty member Alvaro Ramirez, the performance will feature 

some of Chicago’s finest vocalists.  Admission is free! 

Sr. High Youth Pool Party TODAY! 
Join us for music, swimming, volleyball, bean bags, food, drinks and good times! If you plan to swim, please bring a towel, swim 

suit and dry clothes! Where: 1278 Dunbarton Dr. Aurora 60502. When: Sunday, July 16. Time: 5 p.m.—? Food Served: 6 p.m. 

Contact Pastor Clemmer or Michelle Holtan (630-788-9193) if you have questions. 

Jr. High Youth Family Movie Night 
Sunday, July 30, 5 to 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room.  Join us for the movie Courageous, burgers and smores!  The theme of the 

movie is the Lord’s gift of a father to his children, so dad’s are especially encouraged to come with their youth!  RSVP would 

be appreciated (but not required) so we’re sure to have room for everyone. RSVP to Dana Rohder (708-712-5141) or 

mutti0508@gmail.com. 



Bible Studies at Bethany 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 

www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   

(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday School, 

Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 
 

Nursery  The nursery is staffed during worship and Bible Study hour on 

Program Staff 

Vacant………………….…...……..Pastor (Team Leader, Administration) 

Rev. Stephen Schumacher……………………………...….Pastor (Mercy) 
Rev. Seth Clemmer   ……………………..……...Pastor (Witness, Youth) 

Neal Kaspar .................................................................... School Principal 

Michael Giuliani…………………………………… ……………..Cantor 
Linda Fox…………… ……………………………. Admissions Director 

Erin Dunwell…………………....Assistant Principal/Fifth Grade Teacher 

Donna Linnemeyer…………………….………....Program Administrator 

Faculty 
Jennifer Gutzwiller………………………………...…...Preschool Teacher 

Jessica Gade……………………………………….…...Preschool Teacher 
Angela Hess……………………………………………Preschool Teacher 

Jamie Rogoz…..……………………………………......Preschool Teacher 

Diana Guebert…………………………………….…....Preschool Teacher 
Beth Schultz…………………………………………....Preschool Teacher 

Nadine Parmenter, Justine Kaczmarek, 

BreAnne Greer, Elisabeth Enos……………………....Instructional Aides 
Kristin Gemkow ................................................................... Kindergarten 

Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 

Kari Janetzke ...................................................................... Second Grade 
Carole Staunch……………………………………..….Art/Third Gr. Aide 

Chad Baganz ......................................................................... Third Grade 

Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 
Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 

Debby Buckman….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 

Josh Schultz ............................................................................ Sixth Grade 
Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 

David Bremer ...................................................................... Eighth Grade 

Glenn Sonlitner……………...Eighth Grade English/Seventh Grade Math 
Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 

Holly Fletcher ............................................................... Special Education 

Kevin Zorena…....………….…………………………....Assistant Cantor 
Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 

Administrative/Support Staff 

Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 

Patty Pedigo ............................. School Administrator/Preschool Teacher 

Jake Mathley.………………………………………....Facilities Manager 
Agnes Giuliani……………..…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator 

Melanie Colt.………... ................................................ ...School Secretary 

Lynn Hart…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 
Jean Martinek………...Youth/Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 

Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

Staff 

Board of Trustees 

Paul Calhoon ............................................................................. Chairman 

Richard Tatara ................................................................... Vice Chairman 

Tim Gavin ..................................................................................Treasurer 
Scott Collins ........................................ Head of Day School Policy Board 

Tim Benecke………………………..……….…..Head of Board of Elders 

Mike Walsh……………………….. …...…….Head of Board of Trustees 
Pat Bowman ............................................................. Recording Secretary 

Pastor Clemmer ............................................................................... Pastor 

Pastor Schumacher .......................................................................... Pastor 

Neal Kaspar ................................................................................ Principal 

Voters Board  

The deadline for the July 23 Herald 

is Tuesday, July 18. 

Our Feature Bible Study in the Gym 
Receiving the Word with Joy—Sundays at 10 a.m. 
St. Paul commends the church in Thessalonica for receiving the Word 

with the joy of the Holy Spirit (1 Thess. 1:6).  Each week, we hear the 

readings of the Scripture in the Divine Service, but maybe didn’t get 

to reflect upon them and study them as thoroughly as we’d like.  This 

class will give you more opportunity to slow down and “inwardly 

digest” the Scriptures read in church each Sunday, that you would be 

filled with the Lord’s comfort and joy throughout your week. This 

class is taught by Pastor Clemmer.  
 

Adult Instruction Class 
If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the Lu-

theran faith contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumach-

er@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs 

.org or call 630-355-2198.  Classes will resume in September. 
 

Sunday School 
All classes meet each week at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade 

levels are marked on the doorways.  No pre-registration is necessary.  
 

Women’s Summer Bible Study 
The Women’s Summer Bible study is reading through Dr. A. L. Bar-

ry’s collection of “What About…..” pamphlets addressing common 

questions from a Biblical perspective.  We meet Wednesday mornings 

from 9 to 10 a.m. in the board room.  No preparation is necessary and 

all women are welcome. Contact Karen Perry (630-904-1043 or 

ksperry62@gmail.com) with any questions.   
 

Evening Lifelight 
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor one 

week and in a home the next.  We are studying Ruth and Esther. For 

more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 

meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 7:30 to 9 

a.m.  Our theme continues with 1 Corinthians. 

Readings for July 23 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Isaiah 44:6-8, Psalm 119:57-64, Romans 8:18-27, 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

Dave Groth       Dave Humphrey Josh Janetzke 

Steve Lindenmeyer    Jon Roberts  Mike Teske 

Mike Walsh, Chair.                Jeff Williams 


