
June 25, 2017 
Presentation of the Augsburg Confession 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 

of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  

We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

 The Best Noise Ever  by Pastor Clemmer 

 Have you ever heard children making noise in 

church? That’s the sound of a young disciple—as the Lord 

works faith through His Word. And what a joyful sound it is! 

 

 As Jesus ascended into heaven, He sent the Church to 

make disciples:  “All authority in heaven and on earth has 

been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe 

all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).  Jesus 

makes us disciples through His gift of Baptism. But He’s not 

finished with us there! The Lord has promised to be with us, 

making us His disciples, as His Word is taught to us and our 

children.  

 

 When babies are baptized, this is never to be separat-

ed from the life of learning given to the disciples. “Let the 

little children come to me” (Matt. 19:14), was not only refer-

ring to baptism, but Jesus calls the little children to Himself 

throughout their whole lives. We are only beginning to teach 

the Word when we teach it to our children. Children grow to-

ward confirmation—continuing in the Word. Confirmation 

students continue learning the Word after confirmation and for 

all their lives, because they are disciples—made disciples by 

water and Word. 

 

 And what a wonderful Word it is.  It was that Word 

that created all things, became flesh in Jesus, and abides with 

us each day. Through His Word, the Lord works faith in us 

and our children, delivering us the gift of the Holy Spirit 

(Rom. 10:17).  Through His Word, He declares us holy. 

Through His Word, He brings us life in a world of death—not 

just a living body but also a living soul that is made new eve-

ry time the Word is proclaimed. Through His Word, He de-

livers the forgiveness won on the cross into our sinful bod-

ies—that we would be clean and holy.  The Word brings light 

into our darkness, giving us direction and foundation in a 

confused and chaotic world, exposing sin for what it truly is, 

and chasing away the darkness of sin, death, and the devil (1 

Peter 1:19).  What a comfort that, although “the grass with-

ers, and the flower falls, 25 the word of the Lord remains 

forever. And this word is the good news that was 

preached to you” (1 Peter 1:24-25). 

 

 We give thanks, therefore for our Lord’s gift of His 

Word to us, as well as for those who teach it. 

 

 We give thanks for the Word proclaimed at our VBS 

this past week, for the many who organized, volunteered, 

donated, and prayed—as over 160 children from the commu-

nity were able to hear that Word that creates and sustains 

faith. They heard and sang of Jesus: the Light of the world, 

the Forgiver of sins, the One who shows compassion and 

mercy by His cross, the only Good Samaritan who rescues 

the abandoned. We give thanks for the parents who brought 

their children, that they would delight in the comforting voice 

of the Good Shepherd.   

    (continued on back page) 
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June 25, 2017 
Sunday, June 25    
Presentation of the Augsburg Confession 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Sunday School Classes 
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 
No Jr./Sr. High Youth—Camp Pioneer 

Monday, June 26 
10:00 am—Grade 1-4 Basketball Camp 

Tuesday, June 27 

10:00 am—Grade 1-4 Basketball Camp 

Wednesday, June 28 

9:00 am—Woman’s Summer Bible Study 

10:00 am—Grade 1-4 Basketball Camp 

Thursday, June 29 
10:00 am—Grade 1-4 Basketball Camp 

Friday, June 30 
10:00 am—Grade 1-4 Basketball Camp 

Saturday, July 1 
7:30 am—Bethany Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 

7:30 am—Bethany Saturday AM Men’s Bible Study 
5:00 pm—Worship w/communion 

Sunday, July 2 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class 
No Sunday School Classes 
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

No Jr./Sr. High Youth 
 
 

 
 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Florence Corbino, broken 

hip; Shirley Grudzien, recovery from foot surgery; Sam Harris, 

ill health; Claudia Scarpine, chemo treatments; Mike Westpfahl, 

recovery from foot surgery. (please renew after four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially:  
Ben Blanchard, (uncle of Beth Hahn) cancer; Valerie Kincaid, 

(friend of Sally Wilson) bone marrow transplant/ongoing chemo-

therapy; Marianna Saucedo, (former student of Shelly Quinn) 

continued stability following treatment for brain tumor; Mike 

Stache, (former BLC member) cancer; Merle Steva, (brother of 

Denise Bruno) health issues. (please renew after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Peter Johnson as he continues to 

serve in the Air Force. 
 

For Bob and Elfie Knox (parents of Sue Sreniawski) on their 60th 

wedding anniversary. 
 

For Shalyn Martinek as she departs for the Marines on Sunday. 
 

For Bethany’s youth and their chaperones as they travel to their 

work camp event. 

Prayers 

 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend were placed by Gertrude Bar-

tha in memory of husband Bernard and by Sue Sreniawski and 

family for Sue’s parents, Bob and Elfie Knox upon their 60th 

wedding anniversary. 

 May 2017    

 11 months Budget   11 months 

 2016/17 2016/17 Difference  2015/16 

Contributions 958,100 967,000 -8,900   920,000 

Tuition, Fees 869,300 961,100 -91,800  865,400 

Matching 2,900 7,600 -4,700  7,000 

Bequest/Trfs 26,000 0 26,000   8,900 

Other 28,300 24,500 3,800   27,700 

Total Income 1,884,600 1,960,200 -75,600  1,829,000 

Sal./Ben. 1,554,200 1,653,600 -99,400  1,502,100 

Program 192,500 204,600 -12,100  213,300 

Properties 246,100 312,600 -66,500  215,600 

Total Expense 1,992,800 2,170,800 -178,000  1,931,000 

2016/17Surplus/Deficit -108,200 -210,600 102,400  -102,000 

Treasurer’s Report 

Baptism 
Lucas Lund Bagnall, son of Christopher and Brittany (Herzog) 

Bagnall will be baptized at the 11 a.m. service this weekend.  

Lucas’ godparents are Kevin O’Flaherty and Lauren O’Flaherty. 
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News 

Youth News 

Youth Calendar 
 

June 24-30—Camp Pioneer Servant Event. 

July 2—No Jr./Sr. High Youth 

Kitchen Needs a Clean up! 
Our kitchen is ready for a summer clean up and we have 

set aside Saturday, July 15 for this task.  This is a great 

opportunity to find a friend and tackle a small clean up 

job together.  If you are a newer member, come meet oth-

ers and get acquainted with our kitchen.  Most of the tasks 

will take less than an hour but we will need someone to 

give the stove a good cleaning as well.  If you can sort and 

wipe down a cabinet or a few drawers, please plan on 

joining the rewarding effort.  Watch the message tower 

for a complete list of tasks and supply needs.  Oh, and 

men are welcome too! 

We Had Our Last LWML Meeting of the Season 
The LWML met for the last time June 19 before break-

ing for the summer.  If any woman would like to come 

and find out what LWML is all about, please join us 

when we start up again in August!  We read God’s 

Word, pray, encourage each other, discuss mission pro-

jects both here at Bethany and farther afield, contribute 

what we can, and learn about meetings within our Zone, 

the Northern Illinois District, and nationally.  This year is 

the 75th year anniversary that the women of the Missouri 

Synod have banded together in this missions organiza-

tion.  Put August 21 on your calendar and consider join-

ing us from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

What Do You Eat at A Roof Fundraiser Party? 
Flat roof sundaes? Roof shingle sandwiches? If you have 

any other ideas or want to help with this simple meal and 

fun celebration, please contact Donna Linnemeyer at 

dlinnemeyer@bethanylcs.org or 630-355-2198. 

Also, if you already know you will attend, please let us 

know on the sign up at the Message Tower. 

Presentation of the Augsburg Confession—What’s the deal?  It is a BIG DEAL! 
What do Lutherans believe?  The foundational document that states our beliefs is the Augsburg Confession, 

which was presented on June 25, 1530.  While the start of the Reformation is October 31, 1517, we must remember 

that Luther did not yet fully understand the Gospel clearly.  Over time, Luther read the Bible and came to understand 

that one is justified by grace alone through faith alone in Jesus Christ alone, and this we know by Scripture alone.  In 

1521, Luther was excommunicated from the Roman Catholic Church.  Others joined him and learned from him 

about justification by faith alone.  Because of many different events in the 1520’s the Emperor was not able to ad-

dress the issue of the religious division that now was occurring in the Reformation.  Also at this time there were oth-

er Reformation movements, especially in Switzerland.  Summoned to Augsburg, the Lutheran princes gave the con-

fession of what Lutheran believe to the Emperor in an effort to show that Lutherans were not trying to invent new 

teachings, but to be faithful to the Bible. 

Here is why the Augsburg Confession is so important for us today:  1) We must believe something.  God is 

not silly putty.  God has revealed Himself in Scripture.  We must confess what He has revealed.  The Augsburg 

Confession is a positive confession of what God is like and how He has saved us and made His church; 2) The 

Augsburg Confession is Christ-centered with the clear confession that we are justified by faith alone in Jesus; 3) The 

Augsburg Confession clearly shows that all doctrine is connected to justification; and 4) The Augsburg Confession 

is positive.  It states clearly what we believe is both Scriptural and in line with what the Church has taught through 

the ages.   

On many Lutheran churches, the cornerstone reads UAC.  This means Unaltered Augsburg Confession.  It is 

a sign that the congregation holds to the same confession of Jesus that these Princes did.  We will confess Jesus.   

Our VBS Was a Huge Success! 
Bethany hosted more than 160 children this past week for  

“Camp Out and Learn S’more About Jesus”! The chil-

dren collected over $500 for Lutheran Church Charities 

and their Comfort Dogs.  Many, many volunteers stepped 

up to help with this year’s VBS and we thank them all, 

but a special thank you belongs to Jamie Rogoz, Jessica 

Gade and Traci Downs for their organization and hours 

of preparation. 



Bible Studies at Bethany 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 

www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   

(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday School, 

Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 
 

Nursery  The nursery is staffed during worship and Bible Study hour on 

Sundays.  You are welcome to use it as a cry room at the 5 p.m. service. 

The Best Noise Ever (continued) 

Board of Finance 

Paul Calhoon ............................................................................. Chairman 

Richard Tatara ................................................................... Vice Chairman 

Tim Gavin ..................................................................................Treasurer 
Scott Collins ........................................ Head of Day School Policy Board 

Tim Benecke………………………..……….…..Head of Board of Elders 

Mike Walsh……………………….. …...…….Head of Board of Trustees 
Pat Bowman ............................................................. Recording Secretary 

Pastor Clemmer ............................................................................... Pastor 

Pastor Schumacher .......................................................................... Pastor 
Pam Mueller ............................................................................... Principal 

Voters Board  

The deadline for the July 2 Herald 

is Tuesday, June 27. 

Our Feature Bible Study in the Gym 
Receiving the Word with Joy—Sundays at 10 a.m. 
St. Paul commends the church in Thessalonica for receiving the Word 

with the joy of the Holy Spirit (1 Thess. 1:6).  Each week, we hear the 

readings of the Scripture in the Divine Service, but maybe didn’t get 

to reflect upon them and study them as thoroughly as we’d like.  This 

class will give you more opportunity to slow down and “inwardly 

digest” the Scriptures read in church each Sunday, that you would be 

filled with the Lord’s comfort and joy throughout your week. This 

class is taught by Pastor Clemmer.  
 

Adult Instruction Class 
If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the Lu-

theran faith contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumach-

er@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs 

.org or call 630-355-2198.  Classes will resume in September. 
 

Sunday School 
All classes meet each week at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade 

levels are marked on the doorways.  No pre-registration is necessary. 
 

Women’s Summer Bible Study 
The Women’s Summer Bible study is reading through Dr. A. L. Bar-

ry’s collection of “What About…..” pamphlets addressing common 

questions from a Biblical perspective.  We meet Wednesday mornings 

from 9 to 10 a.m. in the board room.  No preparation is necessary and 

all women are welcome. Contact Karen Perry (630-904-1043 or 

ksperry62@gmail.com) with any questions. (no class on 6/21).  
 

Evening Lifelight 
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor one 

week and in a home the next.  We are studying Ruth and Esther. For 

more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 

meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 7:30 to 9 

a.m.  Our theme continues with 1 Corinthians. 
 

Readings for July 2 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 

Jeremiah 28:5-9, Psalm 119:153-160, Romans 7:1-

13, Matthew 10:34-42 

Rich Fick       Rick Grimes                Bill Hahn 

Sam Harris       Pam Kolzow                Russ Lenich 

Keith Luhrs       Doug Quinn                Rich Sutis 

  Tim Gavin, Treasurer 

 We give thanks for the disciples of all ages who 

delight hearing and learning their Lord’s Word of Gospel.  

We rejoice as parents teach their children of the Lord’s Gos-

pel. We give thanks for our Sunday School and Day School 

teachers who partner with parents to teach the Word to the 

children—as the Lord’s disciple-making continues through 

them.  

 

 And we give thanks for the parents who bring their 

children to take part in the Word and Sacraments of the Di-

vine Service. That toddler chasing the Cheerio—that grow-

ing disciple being taught the Lord’s service—that squirmy 

infant receiving a blessing during communion...what a de-

light that Jesus calls such as these to Himself! Let us always 

encourage, assist, and build up these children and parents—

as we rejoice together in the Body of Christ.   

 

In the Name of Jesus. Amen.   


