
June 17, 2018 
Third Sunday after the Holy Trinity 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  
We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

On Being a Man   by Pastor Matthew Harrison 

Pastor Matthew Harrison, President of the Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod. Reprinted by permission of the LCMS: Article 
from blogs.lcms.org 

 

 Years ago, when my sons were small, we had a 
delightful friend at church who also had young boys. He 
often repeated to his sons his own father’s refrain to him: 
“Be a man!” We had an uproariously great time at 
church picnics, gruffly repeating that phrase whenever a 
kid would come complaining about some infraction or 
injury or the alleged actions of another child. “Be a 
man!” 
 
 I must admit, I’ve written a lot about numerous 
subjects, but I’ve never really attempted to write about 
what it is to be a Christian man. I’ve experienced the joy 
and struggle of being a son to my parents, a brother to 
my brother and sister, a teammate, a dorm mate, a friend 
to other men, a husband to my lovely Christian wife, a 
father to boys and now young men, an honorable co-
worker to men and women, a subordinate, a leader of 
men and women, a brother among brother pastors and 
many other things. My gender is anything but incidental 
to my being. It is a part of my concrete existence, the 
very expression of my being. Every cell of my body is 
coded male, and therefore there is no aspect of my exist-
ence that can be viewed apart from who I am and who 
God created me to be: a man. 
 

 Like every good gift of God, sin wreaks havoc on 
every aspect of masculinity. Every relationship, every 
aspect of maleness — from physical strength, to sexuali-
ty, to God-given instincts to provide for and protect fami-
ly — is subject to distortion, manipulation and abuse. In 
extreme cases, the gift of maleness is abused when it is 
denied or used to inflict maximum pain and havoc on the 
world (whether through mayhem, rape, oppression, terror-
ism or murder). But those are rank distortions of the gift. 
 
 “Have you not read,” Jesus says of God creating 
Adam and Eve, “that he who created them from the be-
ginning made them male and female?” (Matt. 9:4). Our 
gender, as either male or female, is God’s creative gift. 
Baptism is God’s re-creative gift to restore to us what was 
lost due to sin. The “old man” desires mayhem. The “new 
man,” by faith in Christ, desires to be a man who is and 
remains a child of God. In confession and absolution, the 
“old man” is daily drowned along with his sinful desires, 
so that the “new man” comes forth and arises. Only in 
repentance can we begin to get a glimpse of ourselves, 
and of who God intended us to be as male and female. 
 
 The Bible says quite a lot about maleness gone 
wrong through sin, and also about what actions and quali-
ties God loves to see in men. Christ is, above all, our sub-
stitute: “The blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses 
us from all our sins” (1 John 1:7). Jesus is also our exam-

We wish long time member Dick Knosher a very happy 99th 
birthday today.  If anyone would like to send birthday wishes 
to Dick, please send them to the address below.

 

Continued on page 4. 

Tom Mueller to Play Naperville Carillon 
Bethany member and organist, Tom Mueller is scheduled to play Naperville’s Carillon at the Naperville River Walk on Wednes-
day, June 20 at approximately 7:45 p.m.  Tom will play “Be Still, My Soul” (LSB 752), “By Thy Rivers Gently Flowing (Illinois 
state song) and “Hail to the Orange” (U of I school song). Come and enjoy an evening on the River Walk and listen to Tom play 
the carillon. 
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This Week’s Calendar 

Sunday, June 17    
Third Sunday after the Holy Trinity 

8:30 am—Worship w/communion 
10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 
11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

No Youth 

Monday, June 18 
9:30 am—LWML 

Tuesday, June 19 
6:30 pm—Theology on Tap 

Wednesday, June 20 

9:30 am—Ladies Summer LifeLight 

Thursday, June 21 
7:00 pm—Cheers Group Event—offsite 

Friday, June 22 
Saturday, June 23 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 
5:00 pm—Worship w/communion 

Sunday, June 24 
Fourth Sunday after the Holy Trinity 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

12:15 pm—Higher Things Meeting 

12:30 pm—Sr High Youth 

 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Jennifer Barnickel, cancer  
treatments; Donna Holecsek, recovery from surgery; Christine Skibinski, 
treatment for leukemia. (please renew after four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially: Debbie, (fr iend of 
Maria Simpson) continued healing;  Paul Enderle, (friend of Bob/Pam 
Splitt) rehab/cancer treatments; Avonelle Kiefner, (mother of Janet Gallo-
way) hospice care; Valerie Kincaid, (friend of Sally Wilson) recovery/
strength after 2nd bone marrow transplant; Tomi, (friend of Maria Simp-
son) healing. (please renew after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Matthew Hinze and Michael Hinze,  
Adam Horton, Peter Johnson, Shalyn Martinek as they continue to 
serve in the Military. 
 

For Mel and Alice Holtan on their 52 wedding anniversary on June 18. 
 

For Mary Beth and Jon Mulholland (daughter of Mike and Janet Kraft) at 
the birth of a baby boy, Henry Owen. 
 

For Sonja (aunt of Maria Simpson) 81st birthday. 

Prayers 

Mark Your Calendar! 
Crafter’s Paradise,  

Saturday, November 10 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for this weekend were placed by Mel and Alice Holtan for 
their 52nd wedding anniversary. 

Summer Service Opportunity 
During the school year, the 5th grade class 
does the weekly replenishing of pencils, 
cards and tidies up the pews.  Volunteers are 
needed to share these duties for the summer.  
Call the church office if you can help for all 
or part of the summer (630-355-2198). 

 

Stewardship 
Weekly Contributions - Week of 6/10/2018 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$10,942  $18,125  ($7,183) 

Year to Date Contributions 07/1/17 - 6/13/2018 

Actual Budget Surplus/Deficit 

$1,014,191  $973,150  $41,041  

Attendance 

 June 2018 June 2017 

 Avg Weekly 
Attendance - June 370 341 

YTD Attendance 
July - June 21,159 21,253 
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News 

Bethany Youth Thank You 
The youth of Bethany would like to give a huge THANK 
YOU to you, our members and supporters, who stuck around 
last week to take a BBQ meal to go or who stayed to enjoy 
the meal among friends.  A special thank you to Peter Hynes, 
who generously donated the pork and brisket! The amount 
raised exceeded our expectations and the proceeds will be put 
to good use for this summer’s Higher Things youth retreat in 
Carbondale, IL, and other youth activities in the coming year.  
From the next generation of Lutherans, THANK YOU 
AGAIN! 

Pea Gravel Available for You
Thanks to the volunteers who took part in removing the pea 
gravel and installing mulch into our playground beds.  Now that 
this project is complete, we have a large quantity of pea gravel 
in the back of the fire loop that is available for use by our mem-
bers.  Please help yourself.  There is also a pile of mulch in the 
north parking lot.  This will be used by our garden plot volun-
teers to use on the Bethany plots.

Youth News 
June 17—No Youth (Father ’s Day) 
June 24—Higher Things Meeting/Youth Room 12:15-12:45 
p.m. 
June 24—Sr High Youth Bible Study w/lunch, 12:30-2 p.m. 
 

Weekly updates and reminders are sent via email.  If you are not receiving 
these emails, please update Jean Martinek with your current email address. 
Contact Pastor Clemmer or Jean Martinek with questions. 

Hotel Bars of Soap for Hygiene Kits 
As you travel, please bring back any extra hotel-sized bars of 
soap for our Dignity for Girls hygiene kits (the flat ones are 
preferable).  Please leave them at the Welcome Center, on the 
shelf behind the Mite box.  Thank you! 

The Apostles’ Creed in June 
The normal creed for the Divine Service is the Nicene Creed.  
The baptismal creed is the Apostles’ Creed and it is the creed 
to be used daily by Christians.  It is the creed that the Cate-
chism explains.  Since we have returned to the older Luther-
an practice of every Sunday, every service communion, the 
congregation has said the Nicene Creed with the exception of 
baptismal services.  During the month of June we will say the 
Apostles’ Creed so that we remember our daily life as the 
baptized in Christ.  This usage of the Apostles’ Creed in the 
Divine Service is an option in LSB, and we will use it in 
June. 

Higher Things Lunch Meeting/Sr. High Bible 
Study—June 24 
On June 24, from 12:15-12:45 p.m. (after late service) we’ll 
have lunch and a quick meeting for our Higher Things at-
tendees and parents.  This will likely be our last meeting be-
fore the trip, so we hope to answer any questions (don’t wor-
ry, we’ll likely have plenty of emails during the week before 
the trip).  There are a few forms yet to sign and some sched-
ules to overview.  Then, stick around for Bible Study!  If 
you’re not coming to Higher Things, grab lunch anyway and 
stick around—the meeting will be brief.  We’ll have Bible 
Study until about 2 p.m. 

Summer Manna Order Due Early on June 25  
This order, the only one of the summer, will be placed on 
June 25 at noon and will be available for pick up after June 27 
at 11 a.m.  Orders can be placed in the mailbox outside the 
school office.  Summer school office hours are 9 a.m.-2 p.m. 

Oktoberfest planning has begun!  
Save the date:  

Friday, September 21 — Trivia Night & Food. 
Saturday, September 22  — Oktoberfest. 

Watch for details 

Theology on Tap Set for June 19 
Theology on Tap will meet on Tuesday, June 19 from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. at Hopvine Brewing Co. (4030 Fox Valley Center Dr.).  
Please see Bethany’s website for the reading assignment and 
to register.  We hope you will join us. 

Looking Forward to King’s Brass 
The internationally-acclaimed sacred brass ensemble, The 
King’s Brass, will be playing in the 8:30 and 11 a.m. worship 
services on Sunday, July 1.  This is a group that Cantor Giuli-
ani has previously toured with, and they have graciously of-
fered to join us as they pass through the Midwest on their 
Summer tour.  Learn more about The King’s Brass at 
www.kingsbrass.org. 

Do You Have Any Updates for Us? 
Are You a Thrivent Member? 
Last week we asked for Thrivent Members to tell us so by 
marking their attendance cards.  We would still appreciate 
knowing that fact but, while we’re asking, do you have any 
other updates for us as far as phone numbers, email addresses, 
etc.?  You may write these on your attendance card but may 
also email Donna Linnemeyer (dlinnemeyer@bethanylcs.org) 
or phone the church office (630-355-2198) at any time to up-
date your file. 

Cheers to Gather at Saddle Up on June 21 
Welcome in the fist day of summer by gathering with Betha-
ny friends at Saddle Up, 4440 W. Ogden in Aurora on 
Thursday, June 21, beginning at 7 p.m.  There are free line 
dancing lessons and you may purchase food and beverages 
as well.  Sign up is not needed—just look for Linda Fox or 
Jan Lechowicz as you arrive or be ready for someone to call 
out your name if they see you first!  The Cheers group or-
ganizes events for Bethany adults in order for us to get to 
know each other better.  See you there! 



Bible Studies at Bethany 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 
www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday School, 
Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 

 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship services 
and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer staffed. 
 

On Being a Man (continued from page 1) 

The deadline for the June 24 Herald 
is Tuesday, June 19. 

Our Feature Bible Study in the MPR 
Our feature Bible Class, titled “Summer Scripture Shape Up” contin-
ues this Sunday. Pastor Schumacher will overview a section of Scrip-
ture each week and lead a study of one chapter of particular im-
portance. This class meets in the MPR at 10 a.m. 
 
 

Sunday School 
All classes meet each week at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade 
levels are marked on the doorways. Summer Sunday School contin-
ues this Sunday.  Please note 5th through 7th grade students are 
not required to do sermon reports during the summer. 
 

Adult Instruction Class 
If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the 
Lutheran faith contact Pastor Schumacher at sschumach-
er@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at sclemmer@bethanylcs.org 
or call 630-355-2198.   
 

Women’s Summer LifeLight 
The Women’s Wednesday Morning LifeLight Bible Study Group is 
taking a summer break from in-depth study (and homework).  Please 
join us from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.   We will be reading through the 
Book of Hebrews together and enjoying discussion.  Simply bring 
your Bible.  Please contact Sheri Walsh with questions at 
ssmdw@wideopenwest.com or call or text 630-816-4647. 
 

Evening Lifelight 
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 
church one week and in a home the next.  We are studying the book 
of Genesis. For more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 
meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 7:30 to 9 
a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.  
 

Board of Finance 

Richard Fick          Rick Grimes         Bill Hahn 
Sam Harris          Pam Kolzow     Russ Lenich 
Sue Steniawski          Doug Quinn   Richard Sutis 
        Mark Wolfgram 
     Tim Gavin, Treasurer 

ple. His example is for all of us, male and female, but 
He also demonstrates clearly God’s intention for 
men. He is respectful of His parents. From a young 
age, He is engaged in the Word of God. He stands for 
truth, whether believed or opposed — even to the 
point of personal danger. He knows suffering is pur-
poseful and beneficial. He’s not afraid to do what is 
right. He has compassion on the weak. He speaks 
forgiveness. He prays. He rests from work. He re-
spects and honors women (e.g., Peter’s mother, the 
woman with the flow of blood, Mary and Martha, His 
own mother at the cross). He curbs the violent out-
bursts of other men. He is chaste, kind, humble, faith-
ful. He loves children. He honors marriage, even 
while enjoying a party and providing a large amount 
of wine for the celebration! Above all, He gives Him-
self for others. 
 
 The old “Red Green Show” concluded each 
week with the man’s motto: “I’m a man, but I can 
change … if I have to, I guess.” It’s humorous be-
cause it parodies the reality of a lot of pathetic male 
existence in a PC world that hasn’t a clue about gen-
der in any respect. Yet God has made me to be a 
man. It’s a multifaceted gift. The God-man Christ has 
taken on my flesh to forgive me and all people. There 
is no way that I, as a poor miserable sinner, am going 
to live up to even a scintilla of Christ’s perfect exam-
ple. Yet even so, I am born again by grace and can 
live this life — as a man — with great joy and gusto, 
come what may. Jesus Himself is proof of that won-
derful fact. 


