
January 13, 2019 
The Baptism of Our Lord 

On behalf of the family of Bethany Lutheran Church & School, we welcome our members and our guests in the name 
of Jesus Christ, our Risen Savior.  If you are a visitor, we ask you to fill out the guest registration card in the pew.  
We also invite you to stop by our welcome center in the Narthex for a gift and more information about our church.  

Weakness in Neglecting the Word; Strength from the Word  by Pastor Schumacher 

I met a high school football coach who turned a losing 
program around into a winning program, often winning 
the conference and even one state title.  While there 
were a number of things that he did in turning around 
the program, one significant one was that he started a 
weight lifting program for the football team.  He recog-
nized quickly that other teams were stronger than his 
because they were lifting weights and his players were 
not.  To him it was a no-brainer to have football players 
lift weights.   
 Basic strength and conditioning is important for all 
sports.  For the Christian, knowing the Word of God is 
essential, and yet we live in an age where many Chris-
tians are biblically illiterate.  Many Christians do not 
know basic bible stories and key passages that teach the 
faith.  This is harmful for them and their families.  What 
are some reasons for this: 

1. The devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh do 
not want us to know God’s Word.   

2. Increased secularization of society.  In past times, 
basic bible stories were part of American cul-
ture.  There is less exposure to the Bible in the 
outside culture.  It now takes more work to be-
come familiar with the Bible. 

3. Busy lives:  We pack our schedules and often 
Bible reading is seen as an option rather than 
essential. 

4. The Bible is big and hard.  Knowing the Bible 
can seem intimidating.  It is long and it covers a 
large span of time.   

5. We forget that the Holy Spirit works through the 
Word.   

6. We confuse knowing basic facts of the Bible with 
really knowing the Bible. 

These are real reasons why Christians do not read 
their Bibles.  But this makes Christians weaker.  Re-
member that “faith comes from hearing and hearing 
through the Word of Christ (Rom. 10:17)”, and “the 
Word of God is living and active (Hebrews 4:12).”  The 
Holy Spirit works through the Law of God’s Word to 
convict you of sin, and He works through the Gospel to 
bring you faith and forgiveness of sins.  When our Lord 
speaks, we listen; He speaks in His Word.   

Recognizing that it is hard to regularly read the Bi-
ble for the reasons stated above, here are some sugges-
tions on how to begin: 

1. Start reading one chapter from a Gospel until you 
have finished all the Gospel.  You might also 
include a psalm a day. 

2. If you don’t know the main characters of the Bi-
ble, buy CPH’s 120 Bible Stories and read it.  

3. Do Bethany’s ABC devotion every day. There is 
a short reading for every day of the week. 

4. Attend one of our adult Bible classes.  Over time, 
the instruction from your pastors will pay off 
mightily. 

5. Buy the Lutheran Study Bible from CPH.  It has 
great notes at the bottom of every page and 
helpful material for every book of the Bible. 

The Christian who is grounded in the Word of God 
is like “a tree planted by streams of water that yield its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither (Psalm 
1:3).”  God’s Word is God’s Word.  So we pray:   

“Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scrip-
tures to be written for our learning. Grant that we may 
so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them that, by patience and comfort of Your holy Word, 
we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.” 
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Calendar 

Sunday, January 13   

The Baptism of Our Lord 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

10:00 am—New Member Class 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

12:30 pm—Jr High Confirmation Luncheon 

Monday, January 14 

Tuesday, January 15 
6:30 pm—Theology on Tap 
7:00 pm—Day School Policy Board 
Wednesday, January 16 
8:50 am—BLS Chapel 
9:00 am— Ladies LifeLight 
12:00 pm—BLS/ECE Open House 
3:30 pm—Schola Cantorum 
5:30 pm—Praises Ring 
6:00 pm—BLS/Kindergarten Open House 
7:00 pm—Proclaim 

Thursday, January 17 

Friday, January 18 

Saturday, January 19 
7:30 am—Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 
No Saturday AM Men’s Bible Study 
9:00 am—Board of Trustees 
5:00 pm— Worship w/communion 

Sunday, January 20 

Second Sunday after the Epiphany 
8:30 am—Worship w/communion 

10:00 am—Bible Class/Sunday School 

10:00 am—New Member Class 

11:00 am—Worship w/communion 

12:30 pm—Sr High Youth 
 

In Our Prayers….. 
 

All of Our Members, especially: Diane Benecke, ear ly onset 
Alzheimer’s Disease; Chris Knight, recovery from knee replacement 
surgery; Mike Sislow, recovery from hip surgery; Nancy Yendrejczyk, 
recovery from broken hip. (please renew after four weeks). 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially: Anna, (fr iend of 
the Kaim family) cancer treatments; Bill, for good test results; Sue 
Chee, (cousin of Chuck Kuehl) treatment for  breast cancer ;  Hud-
son Feldman, (2 year  old fr iend of the Ander son family) chemo 
treatments; Enrique Java, (friend of the Weaver family) medical issues; 
Christina Morales, (fr iend of the Weaver  family) medical issues;  
George Raetzke, (step-father of Debbie Smart) hospice care; Steve, 
(friend of Samuel Simpson) treatment for aneurysm. (please renew 
after two weeks). 
 

Prayers that the Lord be with Matthew Hinze and Michael Hinze,  
Adam Horton, Peter Johnson, Savanna Lugay, James Maher,  
Shalyn Martinek, Pierce Parlier and Quinn Parlier, Jennifer, 
Nicholas and Cam Williams as they continue to serve in the Mili-
tary. 
 

For the Feldman family (friends of the Anderson family) whose 2 year 
old son is undergoing cancer treatments. 
 
For the family of Maryanne Pretorius (colleague/friend of Nate Teske) 
who passed away on January 1. 

Prayers 

Bethany’s Prayer Chain 
We have a prayer chain! Please contact Ina Johnson (630-369-6074) or 
email at muttiina@gmail.com with your prayer requests and if you would 
like to be part of the prayer chain. 

 
Financial Forecast as of 12/31/2018 

  
Year to Date Ac-

tual 
End of Year Pro-

jected Full Year Budget 

Income $1,103,500.00 $2,164,157.00 $2,199,125.00 

Expenses $1,149,300.00 $2,280,879.00 $2,316,496.00 

Surplus/Deficit ($45,800) ($116,722) ($117,371) 

Please note - 
There is no Saturday Morning Men’s Bible Study 

on January 19. 

Thank You from the Schumachers and Clemmers 
Our families want to thank all of our fellow saints here at Bethany for the gifts and kindness re-
ceived over the past year.  We thank you for the Christmas gifts, also for the gifts of family and 
friendship from our fellow saints in our Lord Jesus.  Our Lord is kind and gracious, giving not 
only the gift of himself to us, but, in giving himself to us, giving us also to one another as brothers 
and sisters in Christ.  We look forward to our Lord’s gifts in this upcoming year. 
 

Thank you! 
The Schumachers and Clemmers 
“I thank my God always making mention of you in my prayers, because I hear of your love and the 

faith which you have toward the Lord Jesus and toward all the saints.” (Philemon 1:4) 



Page 3  

News 

Youth News 

 January 13—12:30 p.m. Jr. High Confirmation  

    Luncheon. 

 January 20—12:30 p.m.—Sr High Youth 

Dignity for Girls Sewing Event  
Monday, January 21, 2019 
Please reserve January 21, a Monday and school holiday, for 
our first group sewing date of the season—all day, from 9 
a.m. until 3 p.m. in the multi-purpose room.  Come and go as 
time allows! 
 

To all members and friends: if you have a sewing machine 
and can sew a straight seam, please consider coming with 
your machine to take part in this wonderful life-changing 
mission project.  Also, if you don’t sew, but can devote some 
time, other tasks such as ironing, turning items right-side-out, 
tracing templates onto fabric, and cutting them out will be 
available. 
 

Contact Ina Johnson with questions muttiina@gmail.com. 

Save the Date for Two Events in February! 
Bethany’s Sr. Youth is planning their Second Annual 
Amoré Italian Dinner for Saturday, February 9.  Infor-
mation regarding reservations and tickets will be coming 
soon.  Look for more details to come in the Herald and on the 
website. 
 

Join us on February 22, 2019 for our Bethany Lutheran 
Church and School Adult Social & Auction! All proceeds 
will go to staff wish lists, including the pastors, cantors, of-
fice staff, and teachers. We’ll have heavy appetizers, live 
piano music & DJ, door prizes, silent and live auction items, 
and a cash bar will be available. Tickets are $25 per person 
and can be purchased in either the church or the school of-
fice. Contact Linda Fox with questions, donations, or spon-
sorship opportunities.  

Bethany Needs a New CareNet Liaison 
We are in need of someone to serve as liaison with Caring 
Network Illinois (formerly named CareNet).  We thank the 
Lord for Kierste Schafer’s service over the past years as 
Bethany liaison with CareNet.  She decided to step down this 
year, so we’re in need of someone to serve in that role and be 
the “point person” for the Baby Bottle fundraiser, Diaper 
Derby, etc.  If you’re interested in volunteering for this, 
please contact one of the pastors or the church office for 
more information. 

Call for Card Tables 
We are in need of card tables for the Amore’s Italian Dinner 
night.  If you have a card table and would be willing to loan 
it to the youth group, you can drop off and pickup in the nar-
thex.  Drop off after any church service on February 3 and 4 
or at church anytime before February 8.  Pick up after church 
on February 17 and 18 or February 24 and 25.  For more 
information call Michelle Holtan (630-788-9193) and make 
sure your name is on the bottom of the table for easy pick up. 

Board Installations Today: 
The Lord has given us various and unique gifts, and we use 
those to serve Him as we serve one another.  We are grateful 
and give thanks to the Lord for the hard work and patience of 
all those who serve Bethany in many and various ways 
through their God-given gifts and sacrificed time.  These 
boards oversee church finances and school policies, make 
sure the building is maintained, oversee spiritual aspects of 
the church and school, and so much more.  The self-less ser-
vice of the volunteers of this congregation is a vital part of the 
life of this body.  Remember to encourage, pray for, and say 
“Thank You!” to all those who serve Bethany in these many 
ways. 
See page 4 for a listing of all Boards/Officers. 

Theology on Tap 
Theology on Tap will meet on Tuesday, January 15 from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. at Hopvine Brewing Co. (4030 Fox Valley 
Center Dr.) We hope you will join us! 

Join Us for “Feed the Need”! 
The Elders have once again approved an outreach mission 
for Bethany to participate in the annual Feed My Starving 
Children “Feed the Need” food packing event to be held on 
President’s Day weekend in the Residential/Recreation Cen-
ter at North Central College near downtown Naperville. The 
goal of this party is to pack more than 1,200,000 meals! To 
accomplish this, 50 food packing stations will be set-up in 
the gymnasium enabling about 1,000 people per shift to pack 
meals.  Many area churches, schools, and civic groups par-
ticipate in the two-day event.  The packing procedure is the 
same as done at their permanent facility, but with a huge 
crowd in a joyous atmosphere.  Bethany has committed to 
get 40 persons to pack food on Saturday, February 16 from 
3:30—5:30 p.m.  We also hope to raise $2,000 to pay for the 
ingredients we will be packing that day.  We ask members of 
the congregation to consider supporting this mission by spe-
cial donations marked for “Feed the Need 2019” and by pur-
chasing food items we will have for sale in the Narthex.  If 
you would like to be a part of packing 1 million meals for 
needy children, please sign-up on the sheet posted in the 
Narthex or contact Rich Tatara at rmtatara428@gmail.com.  
There are jobs for everyone of  all ages, so bring the whole 
family.  If this time slot does not work for you, there are 
openings at other times on the Feed the Need website: 
www.feedtheneedillinois.org. 

Hotel Bars of Soap 
As you travel, please bring back any extra hotel-sized bars of 
soap for our Dignity for Girls hygiene kits (the flat ones are 
preferable).  Please leave them at the Welcome Center, on the 
shelf behind the Mite box.  Thank you! 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 
www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 
Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m.   
(Communion at all services) 
 

Sunday worship is followed by Coffee Fellowship time.  Sunday 
School, Adult and Youth Bible Study begin at 10 a.m. 

 

Nursery  The nursery is available as a cry room during worship 
services and during Bible Study hour. Our nursery is no longer 
staffed. 

Board and Officers 

The deadline for the January 20  Herald 
is Wednesday,  January 15. 

Living the Christian Life Taught by Pastor Schu-
macher 
Pastor Schumacher continues his study of “Living the Christian 
Life” this Sunday.  We Lutherans have a definite theology of how to 
live the Christian Life. The Bible has a lot to say about how to love 
daily in the Lord’s grace according to the Lord’s will. Join us in the 
gym at 10 a.m.  
 

Adult Instruction Class 
If you’re interested in joining Bethany or learning more about the 
Lutheran faith please join us in the Board Room this Sunday as we 
begin a new class during the Bible study hour. Contact Pastor Schu-
macher at sschumacher@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at 
sclemmer@bethanylcs.org or call 630-355-2198 with questions.   
 

Sunday School for Children Meets at 10 a.m. 
All classes meet at 10 a.m. in our school wing and grade levels are 
marked on the doorways.  We have Sunday School classes for pre-
schoolers through grade 8.  
 

High School Bible Class Meets in the Youth Room 
Bible Class for high school students meets in the youth room at 10 
a.m. each Sunday. If you have questions or want more information 
contact Matt Carlson at mcarlson@bethanylcs.org.  
 
 

Women’s LifeLight Study Meets Wednesdays 
Wednesday Morning Women’s LifeLight is studying of the Gospel 
of John.  Please join us in the Harris Wing board room from 9 to 11 
a.m. each Wednesday morning.  Please contact Sheri Walsh with 
questions at ssmdw@wideopenwest.com or call or text 630-816-
4647.  Gospel of John study books are available in the church office.  
 

Evening Lifelight Study:  Haggai/Zechariah/Malachi  
The Thursday Evening Lifelight Bible Study meets with Pastor at 
church one week and in a home the next. This class begins at 7 p.m. 
each Thursday We are studying Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. For 
more information, please call the church office. 
 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Breakfast Meets at 8 a.m. 
All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 
meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 8:00 to 9:30 
a.m. We are studying Luther’s Large Catechism.  We will not meet 
on January 19. 
 

 

Voters Board/Officers 
Rich Tatara, Chairman of the Voters’ Assembly 
Keith Luhrs, Vice Chairman of the Voters’ Assembly 
Tim Gavin, Treasurer 
Pat Bowman, Secretary 
 

Board of Elders 
Tye Fox 
Marty Franken 
Chris Johnson 
Quinn Krenek 
Matt Krock 
Don Lohrentz 
Dominic Salvino 
Jay Schafer 
Tim Benecke, Chairman 
 

Board of Trustees 
Tom Hart 
Steve Lindenmeyer 
Wyatt McIntyre 
Jon Roberts 
Mike Teske 
Mike Walsh 
Jeff Williams 
 

Board of Finance 
Richard Fick 
Tim Gutzwiller 
Aaron Hackman 
Bill Hahn 
Sam Harris 
Pam Kolzow 
Sue Sreniawski 
Doug Quinn 
Richard Sutis 
Mark Wolfgram 
Tim Gavin, Treasurer 
 

Day School Policy Board 
David Brouch 
James Dahan 
Molly D’Amico 
Sully Dirilten 
Harold Downs 
Julie Franken 
Sue Jablonsky 
Joyce Lohrentz 
Kierste Schafer 
Jerry Schuh 


