
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Fourth Sunday After Trinity 

For the Week of June 24 through June 30, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  (The Nativity of St. John the Baptist) Luke 1:57–80  Now the time came for Elizabeth to give 

birth, and she bore a son. And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, 

and they rejoiced with her. And on the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have 

called him Zechariah after his father, but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” And they said to 

her, “None of your relatives is called by this name.” And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he 

wanted him to be called. And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all won-

dered. And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, blessing God. And fear 

came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about through all the hill country of Judea, and 

all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, “What then will this child be?” For the hand of the 

Lord was with him. And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, “Blessed 

be the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people and has raised up a horn of salvation for 

us in the house of his servant David, as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we should 

be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us; to show the mercy promised to our fathers 

and to remember his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us that we, being 

delivered from the hand of our enemies, might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness before 

him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord 

to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their sins, because of 

the tender mercy of our God, whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high to give light to those who sit in 

darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” And the child grew and became 

strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day of his public appearance to Israel. 
 

Monday:  (Presentation of the Augsburg Confession) Matthew 10:26–33 [Jesus said:] “So have no fear of 

them, for nothing is covered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not be known. What I tell you in the 

dark, say in the light, and what you hear whispered, proclaim on the housetops. And do not fear those who kill 

the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two 

sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. But even the 

hairs of your head are all numbered. Fear not, therefore; you are of more value than many sparrows. So every-

one who acknowledges me before men, I also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but who-

ever denies me before men, I also will deny before my Father who is in heaven. 
 

Tuesday:  Luke 6:36–42  Be merciful, even as your Father is merciful.  “Judge not, and you will not be 

judged; condemn not, and you will not be condemned; forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be 

given to you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap. For with 

the measure you use it will be measured back to you.”  He also told them a parable: “Can a blind man lead a 

blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone when he is fully 

trained will be like his teacher. Why do you see the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the 

log that is in your own eye? How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck that is in 

your eye,’ when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out 

of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in your brother’s eye.  
 

Wednesday:  Romans 8:18–23  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth compar-

ing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the 

sons of God. For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in 

hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of the glory of 

the children of God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth 

until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 

we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 



Thursday:  Genesis 50:15–21  When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “It may be 

that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” So they sent a message to Jo-

seph, saying, “Your father gave this command before he died, ‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the transgres-

sion of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ And now, please forgive the transgression 

of the servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. His brothers also came and 

fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, for 

am I in the place of God? As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about 

that many people should be kept alive, as they are today. So do not fear; I will provide for you and your little 

ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke kindly to them. 
 

Friday:  Acts 15:1–12  But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you 

are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had 

no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were appointed to go 

up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question. So, being sent on their way by the church, 

they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria, describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and 

brought great joy to all the brothers. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and 

the apostles and the elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. But some believers who be-

longed to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order them to 

keep the law of Moses.”  The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. And 

after there had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early 

days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of the gospel and 

believe. And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them the Holy Spirit just as he did 

to us, and he made no distinction between us and them, having cleansed their hearts by faith. Now, therefore, 

why are you putting God to the test by placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor 

we have been able to bear? But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as 

they will.”  And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related what signs 

and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. 
 

Saturday:  Romans 12:14–21  Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with 

those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be haughty, but 

associate with the lowly. Never be conceited. Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is hon-

orable in the sight of all. If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. Beloved, never 

avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says 

the Lord.” To the contrary, “if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink; 

for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil 

with good. 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week 
How the head of the family should teach his household to ask a blessing and return thanks 

Returning Thanks 

Also, after eating, they shall, in like manner, reverently and with folded hands say: 

Give thanks to the LORD, for He is good. His love endures forever. [He] gives food to every creature. He 

provides food for the cattle and for the young ravens when they call. His pleasure is not in the strength of the 

horse, nor His delight in the legs of a man; the LORD delights in those who fear Him, who put their hope in 

His unfailing love. (Ps. 136:1, 25; 147:9–11) 

Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following: 

We thank You, Lord God, heavenly Father, for all Your benefits, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit forever and ever. Amen. 



G  Verse for the Week:  Matthew 10: 32-33  So everyone who acknowledges me before men, I 

also will acknowledge before my Father who is in heaven, but whoever denies me before men, I also will 

deny before my Father who is in heaven. 
 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for The Fourth Sunday After Trinity 
O Lord, grant that the course of this world may be so peaceably ordered by Your governance that Your 

Church may joyfully serve You in all godly quietness; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O God, My Faithful God”       LSB #608 

1 O God, my faithful God, True fountain ever flowing, Without whom nothing is, 

All perfect gifts bestowing: Give me a healthy frame, And may I have within  

A conscience free from blame, A soul unstained by sin. 

2 Grant me the strength to do With ready heart and willing Whatever You command, 

My calling here fulfilling; That I do what I should While trusting You to bless 

The outcome for my good, For You must give success. 

3 Keep me from saying words That later need recalling; Guard me lest idle speech 

May from my lips be falling; But when within my place I must and ought to speak, 

Then to my words give grace Lest I offend the weak. 

4 Lord, let me win my foes With kindly words and actions, And let me find good friends 

For counsel and correction. Help me, as You have taught, To love both great and small 

And by Your Spirit's might To live in peace with all. 


