
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

Quinquagesima (50 Days before Easter) 

For the Week of February 11 through February 17, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 18:31–43 And taking the twelve, he said to them, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and eve-

rything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished. For he will be delivered 

over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit upon. And after flogging him, they will 

kill him, and on the third day he will rise.” But they understood none of these things. This saying was hidden 

from them, and they did not grasp what was said. As he drew near to Jericho, a blind man was sitting by the 

roadside begging. And hearing a crowd going by, he inquired what this meant. They told him, “Jesus of Naza-

reth is passing by.” And he cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” And those who were in front 

rebuked him, telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” And 

Jesus stopped and commanded him to be brought to him. And when he came near, he asked him, “What do you 

want me to do for you?” He said, “Lord, let me recover my sight.” And Jesus said to him, “Recover your sight; 

your faith has made you well.” And immediately he recovered his sight and followed him, glorifying God. And 

all the people, when they saw it, gave praise to God. 
 

Monday:  1 Corinthians 13:1–13 If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a 

noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all 

knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away 

all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing. Love is patient and kind; 

love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or re-

sentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, 

they will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when the 

perfect comes, the partial will pass away. When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a child, I rea-

soned like a child. When I became a man, I gave up childish ways. For now we see in a mirror dimly, but then 

face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.  So now faith, hope, 

and love abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love. 
 

Tuesday: Isaiah 35:3–7 Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to those who have an 

anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. 

He will come and save you. ”Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the 

wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of 

water; in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 

Wednesday (Ash Wednesday):  Psalm 51  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; ac-

cording to your abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin! 3 For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 4 Against you, you 

only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified in your words and blame-

less in your judgment. 5 Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive me. 6 Be-

hold, you delight in truth in the inward being, and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 7 Purge me with 

hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 8 Let me hear joy and gladness; let the 

bones that you have broken rejoice. 9 Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 10 Create in 

me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away from your presence, and take 

not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

13 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 14 Deliver me from bloodguilti-

ness, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 15 O Lord, open my 

lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 16 For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; you will 

not be pleased with a burnt offering. 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O 

God, you will not despise. 18 Do good to Zion in your good pleasure; build up the walls of Jerusalem; 19 then 

will you delight in right sacrifices, in burnt offerings and whole burnt offerings; then bulls will be offered on 



your altar. 
 

Thursday: Joel 2:12-19  "Yet even now," declares the LORD, "return to me with all your heart, with fasting, 

with weeping, and with mourning; 13 and rend your hearts and not your garments." Return to the LORD your 

God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 

14 Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink 

offering for the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16 

gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17 Between the vestibule and the altar let the 

priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, "Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a 

reproach, a byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, 'Where is their God?'" 18 Then 

the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. 19 The LORD answered and said to his peo-

ple, "Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a 

reproach among the nations. 
   

Friday:  Psalm 146 Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord, O my soul! I will praise the Lord as long as I live; I will 

sing praises to my God while I have my being. Put not your trust in princes, in a son of man, in whom there is no 

salvation. When his breath departs he returns to the earth; on that very day his plans perish. Blessed is he whose 

help is the God of Jacob, whose hope is in the Lord his God, who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is 

in them, who keeps faith forever; who executes justice for the oppressed, who gives food to the hungry. 

The Lord sets the prisoners free; the Lord opens the eyes of the blind. The Lord lifts up those who are bowed 

down; the Lord loves the righteous. The Lord watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and the father-

less, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. The Lord will reign forever, your God, O Zion, to all genera-

tions. Praise the Lord! 
 

Saturday:  Hebrews 12:18-29  For you have not come to what may be touched, a blazing fire and darkness and 

gloom and a tempest 19 and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that no fur-

ther messages be spoken to them. 20 For they could not endure the order that was given, "If even a beast touches 

the mountain, it shall be stoned." 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that Moses said, "I tremble with fear." 22 

But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable 

angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the 

judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 

and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 25 See that you do not refuse him 

who is speaking. For if they did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we 

escape if we reject him who warns from heaven. 26 At that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has prom-

ised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heavens." 27 This phrase, "Yet once more," in-

dicates the removal of things that are shaken--that is, things that have been made--in order that the things that 

cannot be shaken may remain. 28 Therefore let us be grateful for receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, 

and thus let us offer to God acceptable worship, with reverence and awe, 29 for our God is a consuming fire. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Conclusion 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

What does this mean? This means that I should be certain that these petitions are pleasing to our Fa-

ther in heaven, and are heard by Him; for He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has 

promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall be so.” 

G. Verse for the Week:   
Psalm 51:10-12  Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 11 Cast me not away 

from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and up-

hold me with a willing spirit.  



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for Quinquagesima (50 Days before Easter) 

O Lord, mercifully hear our prayers and having set us free from the bonds of our sins deliver us 

from every evil; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen. 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”          LSB #849 

1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light. 

Praise the One who frees the prisoners turning blindness into sight.  

Praise the One who preached the gospel, curing every dread disease, 

calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 
 

2 Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word. 

Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword. 

Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand; 

from this well comes living water, quenching thirst in every land. 
 

3 Praise the one true love incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 

Praise the one redeeming glory. Praise the One who makes us one. 


