
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

Sexagesima (60 Days before Easter) 

For the Week of February 4 through February 10, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 8:4-15 And when a great crowd was gathering and people from town after town came to him, 

he said in a parable: “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the path and was 

trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. And some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it with-

ered away, because it had no moisture. And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it and choked 

it. And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, 

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” And when his disciples asked him what this parable meant, he said, 

“To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of God, but for others they are in parables, so that 

‘seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not understand.’ Now the parable is this: The seed is the word 

of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard. Then the devil comes and takes away the word from 

their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear 

the word, receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. 

And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by 

the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. As for that in the good soil, they are 

those who, hearing the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience. 
 

Monday:  Hebrews 4:9–13 So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, for whoever has en-

tered God’s rest has also rested from his works as God did from his.  Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so 

that no one may fall by the same sort of disobedience. For the word of God is living and active, sharper than 

any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 

thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to 

the eyes of him to whom we must give account. 
 

Tuesday: Isaiah 55:10-13 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but 

water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,so shall my 

word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I pur-

pose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. “For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their 

hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall 

make a name for the Lord, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.”   
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 84 How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! My soul longs, yes, faints or the 

courts of the Lord; my heart and flesh sing for joy to the living God. Even the sparrow finds a home, and the 

swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 

Blessed are those who dwell in your house, ever singing your praise! Blessed are those whose strength is in 

you, in whose heart are the highways to Zion. As they go through the Valley of Baca they make it a place of 

springs; the early rain also covers it with pools. They go from strength to strength; each one appears before 

God in Zion. O Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; give ear, O God of Jacob! Behold our shield, O God; look 

on the face of your anointed! For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. I would rather be a 

doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness. For the Lord God is a sun and shield; 

the Lord bestows favor and honor. No good thing does he withhold from those who walk uprightly. O Lord of 

hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!  
 

Thursday:  Romans 10:8-18 But what does it say?  "The word is near you, in your mouth and in your 

heart" (that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one be-

lieves and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, "Everyone 

who believes in him will not be put to shame." 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the 

same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on him. 13 For "everyone who calls on the name 

of the Lord will be saved." 14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are 

they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 



15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the good news!" 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, "Lord, who has believed 

what he has heard from us?" 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. 18 But I 

ask, have they not heard? Indeed they have, for "Their voice has gone out to all the earth, and their words to the 

ends of the world." 
  

Friday:  Psalm 119:105-112  Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. 106 I have sworn an oath 

and confirmed it, to keep your righteous rules. 107 I am severely afflicted; give me life, O LORD, according to 

your word! 108 Accept my freewill offerings of praise, O LORD, and teach me your rules. 109 I hold my life in 

my hand continually, but I do not forget your law. 110 The wicked have laid a snare for me, but I do not stray 

from your precepts. 111 Your testimonies are my heritage forever, for they are the joy of my heart. 112 I incline 

my heart to perform your statutes forever, to the end. 
 

Saturday:  2 Corinthians 11:19—12:9  For you gladly bear with fools, being wise yourselves! For you bear it 

if someone makes slaves of you, or devours you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on airs, or strikes you in the 

face. To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that!  But whatever anyone else dares to boast of—I am 

speaking as a fool—I also dare to boast of that. Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are 

they offspring of Abraham? So am I. Are they servants of Christ? I am a better one—I am talking like a mad-

man—with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless beatings, and often near death. Five times 

I received at the hands of the Jews the forty lashes less one. Three times I was beaten with rods. Once I was 

stoned. Three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I was adrift at sea; on frequent journeys, in danger 

from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from Gentiles, danger in the city, danger 

in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, 

in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and exposure. And, apart from other things, there is the daily 

pressure on me of my anxiety for all the churches. Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to fall, and I 

am not indignant?  If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my weakness. The God and Father of the 

Lord Jesus, he who is blessed forever, knows that I am not lying. At Damascus, the governor under King Aretas 

was guarding the city of Damascus in order to seize me, but I was let down in a basket through a window in the 

wall and escaped his hands.  I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I will go on to 

visions and revelations of the Lord. I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 

heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. And I know that this man was 

caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— and he heard 

things that cannot be told, which man may not utter. On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own behalf I 

will not boast, except of my weaknesses. Though if I should wish to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be 

speaking the truth. But I refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or hears from 

me. So to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in 

the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. Three times I pleaded with the 

Lord about this, that it should leave me. But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of 

Christ may rest upon me. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Seventh Petition 

But deliver us from evil. 

What does this mean? We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us 

from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, 

give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, pierc-

ing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and 

intentions of the heart.  . 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for Sexagesima ( (60 Days before Easter): 

O God, the strength of all who put their trust in You, mercifully grant that by Your power we may 

be defended against all adversity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“May God Bestow on Us His Grace”           LSB #824 

1 May God bestow on us His grace, With blessings rich provide us; 

And may the brightness of His face To life eternal guide us, 

That we His saving health may know, His gracious will and pleasure, 

And also to the heathen show Christ's riches without measure And unto God convert them. 
 

2 Thine over all shall be the praise And thanks of ev'ry nation; 

And all the world with joy shall raise The voice of exultation. 

For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, Nor suffer sin to flourish; 

Thy people's pasture is Thy Word Their souls to feed and nourish, In righteous paths to keep them. 
 

3 O let the people praise Thy worth, In all good works increasing; 

The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, Thy Word is rich in blessing. 

May God the Father, God the Son, And God the Spirit bless us! 

Let all the world praise Him alone; Let solemn awe possess us. Now let our hearts say "Amen!" 


