
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

Easter Sunday 

For the Week of April 1 through April 7, 2018 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 20:1–18  Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it 

was still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter 

and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, 

and we do not know where they have laid him.” So Peter went out with the other disciple, and they were going 

toward the tomb. Both of them were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb 

first. And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not go in. Then Simon Peter came, 

following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, and the face cloth, which had been 

on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. Then the other disciple, who 

had reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; for as yet they did not understand the Scrip-

ture, that he must rise from the dead. Then the disciples went back to their homes.  But Mary stood weeping 

outside the tomb, and as she wept she stooped to look into the tomb. And she saw two angels in white, sitting 

where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her, “Woman, why are you 

weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 

Having said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 

to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said 

to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” Jesus 

said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus said to 

her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 

ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” Mary Magdalene went and announced to 

the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 
 

Monday:  1 Corinthians 15:1–11  Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which 

you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to 

you—unless you believed in vain.  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 

accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more 

than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he 

appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I 

am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by 

the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder 

than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we 

preach and so you believed. 
 

Tuesday:  Job 19:23–27  “Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! Oh that with 

an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! For I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last 

he will stand upon the earth. And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall see God, whom 

I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within me! 
  

Wednesday:  Mark 16:1–8  When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and 

Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the week, when 

the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll away the stone 

for us from the entrance of the tomb?” And looking up, they saw that the stone had been rolled back—it was 

very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and 

they were alarmed. And he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. 

He has risen; he is not here. See the place where they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is 

going before you to Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” And they went out and fled from the 

tomb, for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.  
 

Thursday:  1 Corinthians 15:51–57  Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead 



will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and 

this mortal body must put on immortality. When the perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 

immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 

“Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Friday:  Isaiah 25:6–9  On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast 

of well-aged wine, of rich food full of marrow, of aged wine well refined. And he will swallow up on this moun-

tain the covering that is cast over all peoples, the veil that is spread over all nations. He will swallow up death 

forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears from all faces, and the reproach of his people he will take away 

from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. It will be said on that day, “Behold, this is our God; we have waited 

for him, that he might save us. This is the Lord; we have waited for him; let us be glad and rejoice in his salva-

tion.”  
 

Saturday:  Luke 24:13–35  That very day two of them were going to a village named Emmaus, about seven 

miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking with each other about all these things that had happened. While 

they were talking and discussing together, Jesus himself drew near and went with them. But their eyes were kept 

from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with each other as 

you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 

only visitor to Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” And he said to 

them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in 

deed and word before God and all the people, and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be con-

demned to death, and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all 

this, it is now the third day since these things happened. Moreover, some women of our company amazed us. 

They were at the tomb early in the morning, and when they did not find his body, they came back saying that 

they had even seen a vision of angels, who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us went to the 

tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not see.” And he said to them, “O foolish ones, 

and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer 

these things and enter into his glory?” And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he interpreted to them in 

all the Scriptures the things concerning himself.  So they drew near to the village to which they were going. He 

acted as if he were going farther, but they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is toward evening and 

the day is now far spent.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at table with them, he took the bread 

and blessed and broke it and gave it to them. And their eyes were opened, and they recognized him. And he van-

ished from their sight. They said to each other, “Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the 

road, while he opened to us the Scriptures?” And they rose that same hour and returned to Jerusalem. And they 

found the eleven and those who were with them gathered together, saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and has 

appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he was known to them in the 

breaking of the bread.  
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week 
Which are these sins to confess? 

Consider your place in life according to the Ten Commandments: Are you a father, mother, son, daughter, hus-

band, wife, or worker? Have you been disobedient, unfaithful, or lazy? Have you been hot-tempered, rude, or 

quarrelsome? Have you hurt someone by your words or deeds? Have you stolen, been negligent, wasted any-

thing, or done any harm? 

G.  Verse for the Week:  1 Cor. 15:56-57  The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for Easter Sunday 
Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, You have overcome death and 

opened the gate of everlasting life to us. Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrec-

tion, may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 

Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Christ Lay in Death’s Strong Bands”           LSB #458 

1 Christ Jesus lay in death's strong bands, For our offenses given; 

But now at God's right hand He stands And brings us life from heaven. 

Therefore let us joyful be And sing to God right thankfully Loud songs of alleluia! Alleluia! 

2 No son of man could conquer death, Such mischief sin had wrought us, 

No innocence was found on earth, And therefore death had brought us 

Into bondage from of old And ever grew more strong and bold And held us as its captive. Alleluia! 

3 Christ Jesus, God's own Son, came down His people to deliver; 

Destroying sin, He took the crown From death's pale brow forever: 

Stripped of pow'r, no more it reigns; An empty form alone remains; Its sting is lost forever. Alleluia! 

5 Here the true Paschal Lamb we see, Whom God so freely gave us; 

He died on the accursed tree--So strong His love--to save us. 

See, His blood now marks our door; Faith points to it; death passes o'er, And Satan cannot harm us. Alleluia! 

7 Then let us feast this Easter Day On Christ, the bread of heaven; 

The Word of grace has purged away The old and evil leaven. 

Christ alone our souls will feed, He is our meat and drink indeed; Faith lives upon no other! Alleluia! 

 

 


