
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

For the Week of May 21, 2017 through May 27, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 14:15-21 "If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I will ask the Father, and 

he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot 

receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.  

18"I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while and the world will see me no more, 

but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, 

and you in me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And 

he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him." 
 

Monday:  1 Peter 3:13-22 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But even if 

you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in 

your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you 

for a reason for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so 

that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is 

better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for doing evil.  18For Christ also suffered 

once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 

but made alive in the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because they for-

merly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in 

which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, 

now saves you, not as a removal dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 

the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, au-

thorities, and powers having been subjected to him.    
 

Tuesday:  Acts 17:16-31 Now while Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him 

as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and the devout per-

sons, and in the marketplace every day with those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and 

Stoic philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, "What does this babbler wish to say?" Others 

said, "He seems to be a preacher of foreign divinities"—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 

19And they took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, "May we know what this new teach-

ing is that you are presenting? 20For you bring some strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore 

what these things mean." 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would spend their time 

in nothing except telling or hearing something new.  22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: 

"Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and observed the 

objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription, 'To the unknown god.' What therefore you 

worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord 

of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25nor is he served by human hands, as though he 

needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from 

one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined allotted periods and 

the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way 

toward him and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for " 'In him we live and move and 

have our being'; as even some of your own poets have said, " 'For we are indeed his offspring.' 29Being then 

God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by 

the art and imagination of man. 30The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people 

everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a 

man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."  
 

Wednesday: Psalm 66:8-20  Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard, 9 who has kept 

our soul among the living and has not let our feet slip.  10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us 

as silver is tried.  11 You brought us into the net; you laid a crushing burden on our backs; 12 you let men ride 



over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out to a place of abundance.  

13 I will come into your house with burnt offerings; I will perform my vows to you, 14 that which my lips ut-

tered and my mouth promised when I was in trouble.  15 I will offer to you burnt offerings of fattened animals, 

with the smoke of the sacrifice of rams; I will make an offering of bulls and goats.  16 Come and hear, all you 

who fear God, and I will tell what he has done for my soul.  17 I cried to him with my mouth, and high praise 

was on my tongue.  18 If I had cherished iniquity in my heart, the Lord would not have listened.  19 But truly 

God has listened; he has attended to the voice of my prayer.  20 Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my 

prayer or removed his steadfast love from me! 
 

Thursday (The Ascension of our Lord):  Luke 24:44-53 Then he said to them, "These are my words that I 

spoke to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Proph-

ets and the Psalms must be fulfilled."  45Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, 46and said 

to them, "Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, 47and that 

repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  

48You are witnesses of these things.  49And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But 

stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high."  50Then he led them out as far as Bethany, 

and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 51While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up 

into heaven.  52And they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, 53and were continually in 

the temple blessing God. 
  

Friday:  Acts 1:1-11 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, 

2until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 

whom he had chosen.  3To them he presented himself alive after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to 

them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God.  4And while staying with them he ordered 

them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait for the promise of the Father, which, he said, "you heard from 

me; 5for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now."  

6So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, will you at this time restore the kingdom to Israel?"  

7He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.  

8But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jeru-

salem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth."  9And when he had said these things, as they 

were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight.  10And while they were gazing into 

heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as 

you saw him go into heaven." 
 

Saturday: Hebrews 4:14-16 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to 

sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

16 Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

How the head of the family should teach his household to ask a blessing and return thanks 

Asking a Blessing 
The children and members of the household shall go to the table reverently, fold their hands, and say:  The 

eyes of all look to You, [O LORD,] and You give them their food at the proper time. You open Your hand 

and satisfy the desires of every living thing. (Ps. 145: 15–16) 
Then shall be said the Lord’s Prayer and the following:  Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us and these 

Your gifts which we receive from Your bountiful goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

I Peter 3:21  Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal dirt from the body 

but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ . 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Sixth Sunday of Easter: 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that we may think those things 

that are right and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“At the Lamb’s High Feast”              LSB #633  

1 A hymn of glory let us sing!  New hymns throughout the world shall ring; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Christ, by a road before untrod, Ascends unto the throne of God. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

2 The holy apostolic band Upon the Mount of Olives stand, Alleluia! Alleluia! 

And with his faithful followers see Their Lord ascend in majesty. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 
 

4 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, All praise to you let earth accord:  Alleluia! Alleluia! 

You are, whole endless ages run, With Father and with Spirit one. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! 


