
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter 

For the Week of May 7, 2017 through May 13, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 10:1-10 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs 

in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. 2But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the 

sheep. 3To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads 

them out. 4When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they 

know his voice. 5A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice 

of strangers." 6This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to 

them.  7So Jesus again said to them, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. 8All who came 

before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am the door. If anyone enters by 

me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and de-

stroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly. 
 

Monday:  Psalm 23 The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.   2He maketh me to lie down in green pas-

tures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.  3He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteous-

ness for his name's sake.  4Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for thou art with me; Your rod and Your staff they comfort me.  5Thou preparest a table before me in the 

presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  6Surely goodness and mer-

cy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 

Tuesday:  John 10:11-18  I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 He 

who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 

sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and 

cares nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15 just as the 

Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that 

are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd. 17 For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18 

No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down, and I have au-

thority to take it up again. This charge I have received from my Father."  
 

Wednesday: John 10:22-30 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter, 23 

and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the colonnade of Solomon. 24 So the Jews gathered around him and 

said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly." 25 Jesus answered 

them, "I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's name bear witness about me, 26 

but you do not believe because you are not part of my flock. 27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, 

and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of 

my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out 

of the Father's hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 
 

Thursday:  Acts 2:42-47 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 43And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. 44And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 

45And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 

need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received 

their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the 

Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.  
  

Friday:  1 Peter 2:19-25 For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one endures sorrows while 

suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and are beaten for it, you endure? But if when 

you do good and suffer for it you endure, this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 21For to this you have 

been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you might follow in his 



steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not re-

vile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges just-

ly. 24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By 

his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 

and Overseer of your souls. 
 

Saturday: Ephesians 4:1-16 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 

calling to which you have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 

another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one 

Spirit--just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call-- 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 

one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to each one of us 

according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8 Therefore it says, "When he ascended on high he led a host of cap-

tives, and he gave gifts to men." 9 (In saying, "He ascended," what does it mean but that he had also descend-

ed into the lower regions, the earth? 10 He who descended is the one who also ascended far above all the 

heavens, that he might fill all things.) 11 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shep-

herds and teachers, 12 to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13 until 

we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by 

the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 

15 Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16 

from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part 

is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

How the head of the family should teach his household to pray morning and evening 

Morning Prayer 

In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy cross and say: 

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you choose, you may also say 

this little prayer: 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and 

soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 

Amen. 

Then go joyfully to your work, singing a hymn, like that of the Ten Commandments, or whatever your 

devotion may suggest. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

John 10:11 I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Easter: 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, 

grant us Your Holy Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know Him who calls 

us each by name and follow where He leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  



I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is”               LSB #709 

1 The King of Love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 

I nothing lack if I am His.  And He is mine forever. 
 

2 Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth, 

And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth. 
 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me 

And on His shoulder gently laid And home rejoicing brought me. 
 

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 

Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 
 

5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And oh, what transport of delight From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

6 And so through all the length of days Thy goodness faileth never. 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise Within Thy house forever! 


