
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Second Sunday of Easter 

For the Week of April 23, 2017 through April 29, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  John 20:19-31 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where 

the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, "Peace be with 

you." 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when 

they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am 

sending you." 22And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. 

23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from anyone, it is with-

held."  24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25So the 

other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them, "Unless I see in his hands the mark of 

the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe."  

26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were 

locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to Thomas, "Put 

your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 

believe." 28Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!" 29Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because 

you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed."  30Now Jesus did many other 

signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you 

may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. . 
 

Monday:  Acts 5:29-42 But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than men. 30The 

God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right 

hand as Leader and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to 

these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him." 33When they heard this, 

they were enraged and wanted to kill them. 34But a Pharisee in the council named Gamaliel, a teacher of the 

law held in honor by all the people, stood up and gave orders to put the men outside for a little while. 35And 

he said to them, "Men of Israel, take care what you are about to do with these men. 36For before these days 

Theudas rose up, claiming to be somebody, and a number of men, about four hundred, joined him. He was 

killed, and all who followed him were dispersed and came to nothing. 37After him Judas the Galilean rose up 

in the days of the census and drew away some of the people after him. He too perished, and all who followed 

him were scattered. 38So in the present case I tell you, keep away from these men and let them alone, for if 

this plan or this undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39but if it is of God, you will not be able to overthrow 

them. You might even be found opposing God!" So they took his advice, 40and when they had called in the 

apostles, they beat them and charged them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go. 41Then they 

left the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the name. 

42And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as 

the Christ. 
 

Tuesday (St. Mark, Evangelist):  2 Timothy4:5-18  As for you, always be sober-minded, endure suffering, 

do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, 

and the time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 

the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 

will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.  9 Do your best 

to come to me soon. 10 For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessaloni-

ca. Crescens has gone to Galatia,Titus to Dalmatia. 11 Luke alone is with me. Get Mark and bring him with 

you, for he is very useful to me for ministry. 12 Tychicus I have sent to Ephesus. 13 When you come, bring 

the cloak that I left with Carpus at Troas, also the books, and above all the parchments. 14 Alexander the cop-

persmith did me great harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds. 15 Beware of him yourself, for 

he strongly opposed our message. 16 At my first defense no one came to stand by me, but all deserted me. 

May it not be charged against them! 17 But the Lord stood by me and strengthened me, so that through me the 



message might be fully proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion's mouth. 18 

The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the 

glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Wednesday: 1 Peter 1:3-9 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mer-

cy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to 

an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God's power are 

being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now 

for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of your 

faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and 

glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do 

not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9obtaining 

the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 
 

Thursday:  Psalm 148 Praise the LORD! Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 2 

Praise him, all his angels; praise him, all his hosts! 3 Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining 

stars! 4 Praise him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 5 Let them praise the name of 

the LORD! For he commanded and they were created. 6 And he established them forever and ever; he gave a 

decree, and it shall not pass away. 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all deeps, 8 

fire and hail, snow and mist, stormy wind fulfilling his word! 9 Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all ce-

dars! 10 Beasts and all livestock, creeping things and flying birds! 11 Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

princes and all rulers of the earth! 12 Young men and maidens together, old men and children! 13 Let them 

praise the name of the LORD, for his name alone is exalted; his majesty is above earth and heaven. 14 He has 

raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his saints, for the people of Israel who are near to him. Praise the 

LORD! 
  

Friday:  I John 5:4-10 For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory 

that has overcome the world--our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that 

Jesus is the Son of God?  6 This is he who came by water and blood--Jesus Christ; not by the water only but 

by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there 

are three that testify: 8 the Spirit and the water and the blood; and these three agree. 9 If we receive the testi-

mony of men, the testimony of God is greater, for this is the testimony of God that he has borne concerning 

his Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself. Whoever does not believe God 

has made him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne concerning his Son. 
 

Saturday: Job 19:23-27 "Oh that my words were written! Oh that they were inscribed in a book! 24 Oh that 

with an iron pen and lead they were engraved in the rock forever! 25 For I know that my Redeemer lives, and 

at the last he will stand upon the earth. 26 And after my skin has been thus destroyed, yet in my flesh I shall 

see God, 27 whom I shall see for myself, and my eyes shall behold, and not another. My heart faints within 

me!” 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

How can bodily eating and drinking do such great things?    

Certainly not just eating and drinking do these things, but the words written here:  “Given and shed for you 

for the forgiveness of sins.”  These words, along with the bodily eating and drinking, are the main thing in 

the Sacrament.  Whoever believes these words has exactly what they say:  “forgiveness of sins.” 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

John  But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 

by believing you may have life in his name. 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Second Sunday of Easter: 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the mystery of the Lord’s resurrection may by 

Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O Sons and Daughters of the King”              LSB #470/471 

1 O sons and daughters of the King, Whom heav'nly hosts in glory sing, 

Today the grave hath lost its sting! Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia!  
 

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard That they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples' word. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 
 

6 "My pierced side, O Thomas, see, And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be." Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 
 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 

"You are my Lord and God!" he cried. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 
 

8 How blest are they that have not seen And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall will. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

 


