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Welcome to Bethany!  We are honored that you are with us this Christmas season.   

If you are visiting Bethany, please stop by our Welcome Center for information 

about Bethany and a gift.  Also, please sign one of our visitor cards found in your 

pew. Today we worship Jesus.  Our Savior is born. He is God-with-us, born to save 

us.  Week in and week out, we all need the gift of Jesus. We invite you to join with 

us every week to share the joy of Christ. 
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New Life for the New Year 

At the start of each New Year, people will often make a 

New Year’s resolution, attempting to reform their lives in 

some way, to get rid of bad habits, or to pick up good 

ones. The New Year gives us the illusion of a fresh start 

and a clean slate, flushing the woes of last year and set-

ting the bar high for the hopes of this year. Sometimes it 

seems to work:  you kick your bad habit and eat less des-

sert, or you start a new diet or exercise routine with suc-

cess.  For most of us, though, we find ourselves failing to 

keep our resolutions, and after a few short weeks, we for-

get what they even were!  After a few failed resolutions, 

maybe you stop setting such lofty goals.   
 

But what about our sin? Is stopping our sin and re-

forming our sinful lives similar to keeping a New 

Year’s resolution? How do we overcome our sinfulness, 

rightly love God, and sincerely love our neighbor?  How 

can we get rid of our sin and shame, with all of its pain, in 

the New Year and every day?  
 

The reality is that we actually never start the New Year 

with a clean slate or a fresh start. Our slate starts as a sin-

ner, and the person setting the resolution is infected with 

the same sinful desires and sinful heart from last year.  

So, how are we to find newness, holiness, and right-

eousness in the New Year? How can we find the never-

realized peace and joy promised by a New Year’s resolu-

tion? How are our sinful hearts and lives reformed from 

their sin and shame? 
 

According to Paul, the Lord reforms us as, but only as a 

gift: “Do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? 4We were buried therefore with him by bap-

tism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised 

from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might 

walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been united 

with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be unit-

ed with him in a resurrection like his. [Romans 6:3-5, 

from the Epistle lesson for the Baptism of Our Lord, January 10]. 
 

In Baptism, we are united to the death and resurrection of 

Jesus.  As Paul says, we were buried with Jesus in bap-

tism. Our old sinful self with its desires, shame, and bad 

fruit is drowned in baptism.  And, just as Jesus rose from 

the dead, we also rise with him and walk in newness of 

life each day.  We are baptized one time, but every day, 

we live in that baptismal life.   
 

Each New Year and everyday, we continually live from 

our baptism.  This means that we daily repent of our sins 

(turn away from them and turn toward the forgiveness of 

Jesus), and that we daily put our sinful self to death.  But 

the flesh puts up a fight! As we all know, we don’t like to 

stop sinning against our neighbor. The Devil doesn’t 

want us to stop, either.  It’s certainly easier to give in 

to temptation. We don’t teach our children to sin—

that comes naturally. But we do have to teach them 

not to sin. Sinning against God and our neighbor 

comes so naturally for us that we can get discouraged 

and give up the fight—like we often do to our New 

Year’s Resolutions.   
 

However, we’re not alone in the fight.  We’ve been 

“united with Christ” says Paul, and the victory has 

been won.  To live from our baptism also means that 

we rise with Jesus and “walk in newness of life.”  

That’s a newness that we can’t achieve on our own.  

It’s given to us—freely and abundantly!  It’s a new-

ness that gives us the peace and joy for which our 

hearts hunger—a peace and joy of knowing that we 

are holy, pure, spotless, and righteous in the Lord’s 

eyes.  Each day, we return to our baptism, letting the 

Lord drown our sin by His Law and bring us to new 

life with Him. 
 

You are clean. You are new, bright, and shiny—all 

because you are in Jesus.   
 

So, for the New Year, there is a guaranteed resolution, 

but it’s not up to you. Every day, you will be a sinner 

for whom Jesus has died. Every day, you will wake up 

and go to sleep bearing the Lord’s Name that you re-

ceived in Holy Baptism until He finally calls you into 

His Kingdom. Every day, you will fight with your 

sinful self, as you walk in the newness of life Jesus 

won for you on the cross.  And every day, you will 

have the true peace and joy that comes from being in 

Jesus—knowing that God is happy with you; knowing 

that you are united to Jesus; knowing that whatever 

happens to the economy, your health, your nation, or 

your life, nothing can tear you away from Him.   
 

As we sing in the baptismal hymn All Christians Who 

Have Been Baptized:  
 

In Baptism we now put on Christ— 

Our shame is fully covered 

With all that He once sacrificed 

And freely for us suffered. 

For here the flood of His own blood 

Now makes us holy, right, and good 

Before our heavenly Father. 
[LSB 596, stanza 4] 

 

   In the Name of Jesus, 

          Pastor Clemmer 



Bible Study & Sunday School 
“They devoted themselves to the apostles teaching.” Acts 

2:42 
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Sunday Bible Classes 
No Sunday Bible classes for children, high school students and 

adults on Dec. 25 & January 1.  Classes will resume on January 8.   

Call the church office at 630-355-2198 for more information on 

any of our classes. 
 

Sunday School—Agnes Giuliani, SS Superintendent 

All classes meet each week at 10:00 a.m. in our school wing and 

grade levels are marked on the doorways.  No pre-registration is 

necessary.  All classes will resume on January 8. 
 

Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study 
Join us in the gymnasium starting January 8 at 10:00 a.m. for a Bible 

class on the Book of Hebrews.  This book draws upon the Old Tes-

tament to point to Jesus Christ, who is the same yesterday, today and 

forever. This class is taught by Pastor Schumacher. 
 

Adult Instruction Class 

A new Adult Instruction class will begin after the first of the year 

with Pastor Clemmer.  If you’re interested in joining Bethany or 

learning more about the Lutheran faith contact Pastor Schumacher 

at sschumacher@bethanylcs.org or Pastor Clemmer at 

sclemmer@bethanylcs.org or call 630-355-2198.  
  

 

Weekday Bible Classes 
LifeLight for Women 

Women’s Wednesday Morning Lifelight begins at 9:00 a.m. each 

week.  We are studying the Foundations topical study of Law and 

Gospel.  We also welcome new members.  Lifelight will not meet 

on December 21, 28 and January 4.  They will again meet on 

Wednesday, January 11. For information on Women’s LifeLight, 

contact Karen Perry at ksperry62@gmail.com or call 630-904-

1043. 
  

Saturday Men’s Bible Breakfast 

All men of Bethany are invited to the Men’s Bible Breakfast which 

meets on the first and third Saturday of each month from 7:30 to 

9:00 a.m.  Our theme continues this session with 1 Corinthians. 
 

Theology on Tap 

Pastor Clemmer’s Theology on Tap Bible Study meets the third 

Tuesday of each month at 6:30 p.m. at Hopvine Brewing Co at 

4030 Fox Valley Center Dr. in Aurora.  This group reads and dis-

cusses some of the writings of Luther and their Biblical founda-

tions.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

LWML Bible Study 

LWML meets the third Monday of each month from 9:30 to 11:30 

a.m.  All Bethany women are welcome.  For more information call 

Ina Johnson 630-369-6074. 

 

 

 

In Our Prayers (as of 12/21/16) 

All of our Members, especially:   

For Diane Benecke, recovery from surgery; 

Penelope Mellencamp, recovery from hand 

surgery; Claudia Scarpine, cancer. Please 

renew/update prayer requests after one 

month) 
 

All of our Family Members & Friends, especially: 

For LeRoy Brouch, (father of Dave Brouch) recovery 

from heart surgery; Joanne Dapper, (former Bethany 

member) hospitalized; Alvin Genske, (father of Diana 

Guebert) hospitalized with breathing issues; Kris Pol-

ley, (friend of the Gutzwiller Family) brain cancer; 

Robert and family, (friends of Bethany member) Rob-

ert suffering from IPF/in need of lung transplant; Mari-

anna Saucedo, (former student of Shelly Quinn) con-

tinued stability following treatment for brain tumor; 

Mike Stache, (former BLC member) cancer. (please 

renew/update prayer requests after two weeks) 

 

Prayers that the Lord be with Peter Johnson as he con-

tinues to serve in the Air Force. 

 

For the family of Katie Kloess (niece of former Betha-

ny members Paul/Teena Noffke and commissioned 

teacher at Zion Lutheran School/ Marengo) who died 

suddenly in a multi-car accident on December 15. 

Chancel Flowers 
Chancel flowers for December 25 are placed by Mike 

and Sheri Walsh for all of God’s blessings. 

To Those Who Ordered Poinsettias 
A sincere thank you to the many members who 

purchased poinsettias to beautify our sanctuary for 

Christmas: Tim and Diane Benecke, Loren and 

Jane Buntrock, Cade Family, Christensen Family, 

Collins Family, Franken Family, Francis Family, 

Elaine Gavin, Kylen Grimes, Chuck and Diana 

Guebert, Jablonsky Family, Kolzow Family, Jean 

Martinek, Reid Family, Pastor and Phyllis Rossow, 

Splitt Family, Taylor Family, Walsh Family. 

Bethany’s Prayer Chain 
We have a prayer chain!  Please call Ina Johnson (630-

369-6074) or email at muttiina@gmail.com with our 

prayer request.) 
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Women Volleyball Begins January 8! 
If you love volleyball, then we need you.  Bethany is again 

forming a women’s volleyball team (high school and up) 

to play in the Lutheran Athletic Association of Greater 

Chicago.  The season is January 8 through March 12.  

Games are on Sunday afternoons and are played at the 

various churches in the League.  For more information 

and to express interest in joining, please contact Kari 

Janetzke at kjanetzke@bethanylcs.org or Erin Dunwell at 

edunwell@bethanylcs.org. 

 

OWLS to Meet January 12! 
Bethany’s senior group, the OWLS, will meet on 

Thursday, January 12 at 11:30 a.m.  The meeting place is 

not determined at this time.  Please be sure to check the 

January 8 Herald or call Mel and Alice Holtan (630-299-

3740) after January 2, 2017 for more information on our 

January event. 
 

 

1550 Modaff 20th Anniversary Celebration—

February 26 
This February is the 20th anniversary of our move into 

our great school and church building here at 1550 Modaff 

Rd. We want to have a fun and joyous celebration on 

February 26 at the 11 a.m. Divine Service.  Mark your 

calendars to celebrate this great event with us.  Pastor 

Schumacher is heading up the celebration.  Contact him 

if you would like to help to prepare for the celebration. 

 

 

 

 

Bethany News 

Interested in joining Bethany or learning more about us? 
 

 

At Bethany, we join in the confession of the Christian Church that’s been given since the 

earliest centuries.  As Paul proclaimed, “We preach Christ crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23)—and 

that’s the basis of our confession today. Jesus Christ was crucified for sinners who need a 

Savior. Our faith, worship, and day-to-day lives flow from that basic and wonderful confes-

sion.  
  
If you would be interested in joining Bethany or just learning more about the Faith we con-

fess, join our Adult Instruction class! This class helps answer the question, “What do Lu-

therans believe?”  The class will meet Sundays at 10:00 AM in the conference room of the 

Harris Wing, beginning January 8.  

 

For more information, contact the church office or speak to one of our pastors! 

New Website and App 
Be sure to check out our new website for the Church and 

School: www.bethanylcs.org. Access the calendar, find 

information about getting involved, upcoming events, hear 

sermons, and more!  You can also download the Bethany 

LCS app for free for your smartphone! 

 

Bethany’s 2016-17 Nachtmusik Series 

Schedule 
Friday, January 13, 2017 7—9 p.m. Violinist David Reimer 

and pianist Hyesook Kim from Calvin College will present 

a recital of music by Corelli, Bloch, Part, and 

Mendelssohn. 
 

Sunday, February 5, 2017 7—9 p.m. An Evening of 

Schubert 

Nachtmusik will celebrate the genius of Classical/Romantic 

composer Franz Schubert in An Evening of Schubert 
featuring talented faculty members of the J.S. Bach 

Academy of Music. 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2017 7—9 p.m. The Concordia 

University Chicago Wind Symphony 

The Wind Symphony is the premiere instrumental 

ensemble of Concordia University. 
 

Friday, April 7, 2017 7-9 p.m. An Tran, Classical Guitar 

Award-winning Classical Guitarist, An Tran, will perform as 

part of the Nachtmusik Concert Series. 
 

Friday, May 5, 2017 7-9 p.m. Samuel Metzger, Organ 

A favorite on the Nachtmusik Concert Series, organist 

Samuel Metzger returns! Join us for this spectacular 

concert on the King of Instruments. 
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Day School 

“Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”  Eph. 4:32 

The Role of Our School 
We are committed to connecting children to Christ and keeping them connected to Him through education, and so we operate a Pre-K through 

8th grade school. Our school is a major priority for us, along with preaching and teaching the Word in our regular services. 

Bethany Lutheran School and the School  Office is closed from December 23 through 
January 8 for Christmas break.  School will resume on Monday, January 9. 

   This year at 

Bethany Lu-

theran School 

we talk daily 

about being 

kind, compas-

sionate and for-

giving towards 

one another.  

We have set out to live this theme by putting extra 

effort towards service projects.  In the past, we have 

served by making monthly visits and taking treats to 

the fire house on our street.  We also assign “Senior 

Buddies” to each class and make an effort to fre-

quently send mail to our congregation’s “senior” 

members.   Trips to Feed My Starving Children are 

another way we teach our children the joy and im-

portance of serving others.  Visits to nursing homes, 

coat collections for the Rotary Club, cleaning 

Modaff Road, and restocking the sanctuary pencils 

and pew cards are other ways we reinforce this 

theme.  New projects for this year include:  Collec-

tions for Naperville Area Humane Society, blankets 

for World Relief DuPage/Aurora and The Linus Pro-

ject, placemats for DuPage PADS, Blessings in a 

Backpack, Valentines for Veterans, West Suburban 

Community Pantry, Winter Warmers, and Garden-

Works.  We have a busy year of service planned! 

   Other milestones for Bethany this year have been 

the completion of new carpeting in all the class-

rooms and new flooring in a preschool room as 

well as a major renovation to create a new Kinder-

garten classroom and preschool room.  The latter 

involved the relocation of our library/computer 

lab/resource room.  It was a busy summer! 

   

As we look to the second half of the year, we have 

plans to update and add to our playgrounds to im-

prove our outside playtime and grow with our pre-

school.  Lutheran Schools Week is January 22-27.  

There are many exciting events planned including 

Culvers’ Night and an exciting assembly from His-

torical Perspectives.  We are also excited to start 

planning the Junior High Play for Friday, March 

17, 7:00 p.m.  Continue to watch the Herald for 

information about our 

Curriculum Night and 

Auction on Friday, April 

28.  That’s just to name 

a few events yet to 

come!     



Page 6  

Altar Guild 
Distributing the Lord's Body and Blood in Holy Communion takes some prep work and clean -up! 

The altar guild helps the pastors by preparing the bread and wine before services and by reverently 

cleaning the communion vessels after the service. This is a wonderful way to serve in the 

congregation "behind the scenes."  If you'd like to serve on the altar guild, contact the church office.  

TOT SPOT! 
This group is for parents and their young children and meets in the Bethany 

nursery every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month from 9 a.m. to 10:30 

a.m.  Come and visit with other parents while your children play together. Get 

to know other parents and hear from a variety of speakers addressing topics 

such as CPR, first aid, home organization, and more!  You can sign up 

here:http://signupschedule.com/bethanyptl. Contact Linda Fox with questions 

lfox@bethanylcs.org.  

Meals for members in Need 
When a loved one dies, a baby is born, or sickness comes, it's hard to think about a home -cooked meal for your fam-

ily, much less yourself. This group is a network of caring members who want to serve their fellow members by 

providing meals in times of need. If you'd like to serve in this group contact the church office!    

Sacristans 
These men are trained to assist the pastors in the distribution of the Lord's Supper during the 

Lord's service.   

Ushers 
From welcoming guests as they enter the sanctuary and handing out bulletins, to col-

lecting offerings and directing guests toward seats and communion, the ushers serve 

the congregation during worship with these helpful "behind the scenes" roles. We are 

always in need of more ushers, so if you'd like to get involved as an usher, contact the 

church office and we’ll plug you in! 

Sociaties and Groups 

Youth Volunteers 
When it comes to serving our youth, volunteers are essential! The pastors delight in teaching our Lord's Gospel to our 

youth of all ages, but member volunteers and the parents of our youth are important for delegating the fun stuff, the 

fundraisers, the service projects, and all the rest.  We're always in need of volunteers to serve as chaperones, helpers, 

Bible study leaders, and more. If you'd like to help with the youth,  contact sclemmer@bethanylcs.org and we'll get 

you connected!  

St. Andrew's Society (Acolytes) 
The St. Andrew's Society is made up of youth who help to assist in the ceremonial duties of wor-

ship, such as lighting candles, assistant with communion, carrying the processional cross, etc.  If 

you would like to serve the Lord in this way, contact Cantor Giuliani at  mgiuliani@bethanylcs.org. 



 Page 7 

College Care Group 
This is a group of parents of our congregation's college students who organize care 

packages for their kids away at college. They typically meet once a month to discuss 

care package content, plan events for their young adults to get together when they're 

home, and to support each other. It's a great way to meet parents of other college stu-

dents. If you'd like to get involved in this group or learn more. Contact Michelle 

Grimes at micgrimes@aol.com to get involved! 

Lutheran Women's Missionary League (LWML) 
The LWML, or Lutheran Women's Missionary League, was founded in 1942 at St. Stephen 

Lutheran Church in Chicago and now has membership in Missouri Synod Lutheran churches 

across the United States, and similar organizations worldwide. The LWML is the official 

women's organization of our Synod, and focuses on affirming and encouraging each woman 

in her life in Christ, to enable her to serve her Lord at home, at work, in her church, and far-

ther afield, supporting global missions as able. 

Our society at Bethany welcomes women of all ages. We meet the  third Monday of the 

month from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Conference Room for Bible Study, business, including involvement in Zone 

and District events where we join other women for spiritual growth, fellowship, and service, and we also work on 

service projects.  In addition, we collect "Mites," or prayerful donations, which become part of the pool of funds 

that support missions needs that have been voted on at the District and National Conventions.  At the Welcome 

Center are "Mite Boxes" for anyone to take and use, and two collection boxes --one for the "Mites," and the other 

for canceled postage stamps cut from the envelopes with at least a 1/4 inch margin, and eyeglasses to be taken to 

Central American countries, along with the Gospel message.   

Past issues of the LWML Quarterly are available on the kiosk at the Welcome Center, for those wishing to learn 

more about the group. For more information please contact Ina Johnson at  muttiina@gmail.com. 

Ladies' Guild & Crafters' Paradise 
The Bethany Guild meets on the first Thursday of each month from 9 to 11:30 a.m.  The Guild devotes most of 

their time together in preparation for the Crafters Paradise which is held in November.  If you enjoy crafts and 

would like to help with the craft show, luncheon or bake sale in November, consider getting involved in the Guild 

and contact the church office. 

Older Wiser Lutheran Seniors (OWLS) 
The purpose of the OWLS Society is to provide opportunities for social interaction and learning for 

older members of Bethany.  This informal group meets monthly in a variety of locations and for-

mats.  They always welcome new members.  Check out the Bethany Herald or call the church office 

for their next meeting time. 

Member Care Society 
Bethany's Member Care Society was organized to care for the temporal needs of the mem-

bers of the congregation.  They have programs for maintaining regular contact with mem-

bers, visitation, meals, prayer, grief support, and more.  They also organize our two main 

fellowship events which are planned for members of all ages.  If you'd like to serve in this 

society, contact Pastor Schumacher! 
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Bethany Youth 

Learning to think Biblically as young Christians 

In Bethany’s youth groups, we rejoice in the Lord’s teaching, as He makes young disciples and strengthens 

the foundations of their faith. Our goal is to partner with parents in equipping our youth for navigating 

through the world in their relationships, schools, and future vocations.   

 

 

 

 

  
 

Looking back: 
We had a fun and busy year in 2016! Thanks for all the 

support from parents! Here’s a few of last year’s events: 

March for Life Chicago, Feed My Starving Children Mo-

bile Pack, Phil’s Friends, Higher Things Colorado Trip, 

Raging Waves, Kick-off BBQ, Knoch Knolls Hayride, 

Bethesda Homes Visit, and more! Remember, our pro-

gram event costs are kept low due to the funds from the 

Annual Garage Sale. Be sure to help out this summer! 

Upcoming Sr. High Events: 
January 15 – March for Life Chicago 

February – Snow tubing TBA 

March – Dinner and game event 

April 16 – Easter Breakfast 

April 30 – Send-off picnic for our seniors 

June 24-July 1 – Servant Event at Camp 

Pioneer 

When we meet? 
The  Sr.  High  youth  (9th-12th+)  meets 

Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the 

Youth Room for Bible study. Also, we 

meet each Sunday night in the Youth 

Room from 7:00-8:00 p.m. (except 5th 

Sundays) for Bible study, fun events, or 

service projects. 

The Jr. High youth (6th-8th grade) meets 

on  the  2nd  Sunday  evening  of  each 

month from 5:30-6:45 p.m. for Bible 

study,  pizza,  and fun. On January 8, 

from 5-7 p.m., the Jr. High will be play-

ing laser tag at Cyber Space! 

Weekly updates and reminders are sent 

out via email and updated on the youth 

page of the website. If you’d like to be 

on  our  email  list,  please  email 

jmartinek@bethanylcs.org with your re-

quest!  

Getting involved: We’re always looking 

for youth parent helpers! If you’d like to 

help organize or assist in any youth 

events,  contact  Jean  at 

jmartinek@bethanylcs.org  or  Pastor 

Clemmer. 

Phil’s Friends 

Fall Party/Hayride 

Chicago March for Life 

Knockerball Kickoff BBQ 

Sunday, January 8 Youth Event 

Cyber Space Lazer Tag, 24125 111th St. Naperville. 

5 to 7 p.m. 

$5 per child (includes pizza/drinks) 

Contact Jill Carstens at 

tomcarstens@comcast.net with questions. 

mailto:jmartinek@bethanylcs.org
mailto:jmartinek@bethanylcs.org
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Bethany’s Music 

 

Christmas Greetings to all of You! 
 

This past August, Bethany launched a community 

music school as an extension of our commitment to 

music education.  The J.S. Bach Academy of 

Music (The Bach Academy) seeks to offer 

Naperville and the surrounding areas the best in 

both individual and group music education.  To 

date, we have over 90 youth from the community 

involved in our programs. 

 

Bach Academy Programs: 

 
 Private & Group Lessons for all ages taught 

by an accomplished artist faculty. 

 Early Childhood Music Education for ages 

birth - four years. 

 The Bethany Lutheran Schola Cantorum for 

grades K-12. 

 The Naperville Youth Symphony Orchestra 

for grades 5-12. 
 

One of our programs, the Naperville Youth 

Symphony Orchestra (NYSO), had its premiere 

concert on December 10 at Wentz Concert Hall in 

downtown Naperville.  Even though the weather 

conditions were terrible, we had over 500 people in 

attendance.  This group has been especially 

exciting to watch over the past few months as 

youth from different races, socioeconomic 

backgrounds, 

and 

proficiency 

levels have 

come 

together to 

encourage 

one another 

and bond 

over music.  While there are too many students in 

the orchestra to fit in our sanctuary on a Sunday 

morning, we will be bringing in small ensembles 

from NYSO to enhance our worship a few times 

per semester.  If you would like to see the entire 

orchestra perform, make plans to attend their next 

concert on Sunday, May 14 at 4:00 p.m. at Wentz 

Concert Hall. 
 

The Bethany Lutheran Schola Cantorum (choir 

school) was expanded this year to include students 

from Kindergarten through 12th grade, allowing for 

a more graded program.  There are currently 33 

children and youth enrolled, including a few from 

the community.  To learn more about The Bach 

Academy and its offerings, visit 

www.thebachacademy.org. 

 

In addition to the Bach Academy, there are many 

ways in which you can be involved in Music at 

Bethany.  An education in music is not required of 

you, just a desire to serve.  If you’re interested in 

serving in one of the following ways, please contact 

Cantor Giuliani at mgiuliani@bethanylcs.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Proclaim (adult choir); rehearses every 

Thursday from 7:20-8:50PM 

 Praises Ring! (handbells); rehearses every 

Thursday from 6:00-7:10PM 

 Instrumentalists; we are always looking for 

instrumentalists to enhance our worship.  There 

are no set rehearsals for this option.  From time 

to time, we will be forming small ensembles 

(string quartet, wind ensemble, etc.) to enhance 

our worship. 
 

 

 



 

Page 10  

Oktoberfest 2016 

 

 “Pastor Schumacher’s Lutherland 2016 Tour” 
2017 marks the 500th anniversary of the beginning of the 

Reformation.  To celebrate this great event, nine members of 

Bethany join with other LCMS Lutherans from Northern Illinois to 

visit the Luther sites in Germany and the Czech Republic in June 

2016.  The trip was more than a tourist trip as the tour emphasized 

Luther’s proclamation of the Gospel that we are saved by faith alone 

through Christ alone.  Pastor Schumacher and Amy were co-leaders 

of the trip along with other pastors and their wives.  The trip included 

visiting Prague, Erfurt, and Wittenberg along with many other Luther 

sites.  Highlights of the trip included having the Divine Service in the 

same church where Luther worshiped as a monk in Eerfurt, and 

having a Matins service in the very first Lutheran Church built 

specifically as a Lutheran Church in Torgau.  And, by the way, 

Pastor Schumacher loved the brats! 

Oktoberfest 2016 was a smashing success, especially to our wonder-

ful volunteers and sponsors.  We couldn’t have asked for better 

weather (especially since it was so cold and rainy the year before).  

The highlights this year were all of the children singing on stage, the 

rock climbing wall, and of course, American English!  The catered 

traditional German food and drink was enjoyed by the 1500 at-

tendees.  Our goals of showcasing our great Lutheran Church and 

School, having a great fellowship event for our members, and getting 

our neighbors onto our campus were all accomplished!  A huge 

thank you to all who came, donated soda and water, and supported 

Oktoberfest. 
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Bethany Staff 

Program Staff 

Rev. Stephen Schumacher…………………………..…….Pastor (Mercy) 

Rev. Seth Clemmer…………………………..…..Pastor (Witness, Youth) 
Vacant .............................. ...……..Pastor (Team Leader, Administration) 

Pam Mueller………………. ........................................... School Principal 

Erin Dunwell…………………………………………..Assistant Principal 
Michael Giuliani……...…………………………………………….Cantor 

Donna Linnemeyer……………………………….Program Administrator 

 

Faculty 

Jennifer Gutzwiller………………………………………...….Pre-School 

Jessica Gade………………………………………..……….....Pre-School 
Angela Hess…………………………………………………...Pre-School 

Patty Pedigo…………………………………………………...Pre-School 

Jamie Rogoz…..…………………………………………….....Pre-School 
Kristin Gemkow ................................................................... Kindergarten 

Angela Hess…..…………………………………………….…Pre-School 

Cyndi Niccolai ........................................................................ First Grade 
Kari Janetzke .......................................................................Second Grade 

Carole Staunch…………………………………..….Art/Second Gr. Aide 

Chad Baganz ......................................................................... Third Grade 
Michelle Stehle .................................................................... Fourth Grade 

Nancy Yendrejczyk………………………………………………. Library 

Erin Dunwell ............................................ Assistant Principal/Fifth Grade 
Debby Buckman….………………………...………...…..K-5th Phys. Ed. 

Josh Schultz ........................................................................... Sixth Grade 

Rob Johnson ...................................................................... Seventh Grade 
David Bremer ....................................................................... Eighth Grade 

Glenn Sonlitner……………...Eighth Grade English/Seventh Grade Math 

Jill Dirilten………………………………………………..Teacher/Speech 
Holly Spooner .............................................................. Special Education 

Megan LeResche…......…………………………….……...Band Director 

Chad Baganz/David Bremer…………………………....Athletic Directors 
 
Administrative/Support Staff 

Linda Fox…………………………………...……….Admissions Director 

Pam Kolzow….……………………………..……..Finance Administrator 

Patty Pedigo ............................................................ School Administrator 
Bob Airhart…………………………………………....Facilities Manager 

Agnes Giuliani……………..…Confirmation/Sunday School Coordinator 
Melanie Colt.………... ................................................ ...School Secretary 

Lynn Hart…….…………………………………….....Worship Secretary 

Jean Martinek………...Youth/Evangelism/Membership Secretary/Printer 
Pam Splitt……………….………………………...…….…..Herald Editor 

Voters Board  effective 1/1/17 

Paul Calhoon ............................................................................. Chairman 

Rich Tatara ....................................................................... Vice Chairman 

Tim Gavin.................................................................................. Treasurer 
Scott Collins ........................................ Head of Day School Policy Board 

Tim Benecke ....................................................... Head of Board of Elders 

Mike Walsh...…………………………….…...Head of Board of Trustees 
Pat Bowman ............................................................  Recording Secretary 

Pastor Clemmer………………………………………………….....Pastor 

Pastor Schumacher ......................................................................... Pastor 
Pam Mueller ............................................................................... Principal 

Board of Elders  effective 1/1/17 

Tim Benecke, Head Elder 

Dwight Bowman 

Robert Knox 

 

Pastor Clemmer 

Tye Fox 

Don Lohrentz 

Jay Schafer 

 

Mike Kronemann 

Dominic Salvino 

 

Pastor Schumacher 

Calendar 

DATE TIME DESCRIPTION 

Saturday 12/24 
Christmas Eve 

5:00PM 
7:15PM 

11:00PM 

Christmas Eve Divine Worship no/communion 
Christmas Eve Divine Worship w/communion 

Christmas Eve Divine Worship w/communion 

Sunday 12/25 
Christmas Day 

10:00AM Christmas Day Divine worship w/communion 

Monday 12/26  No School—Christmas Break –School/Church 
Office Closed 

Tuesday 12/27 
 

 No School—Christmas Break—School Office 
Closed 

Wednesday 12/28 
 

 
 

 

No School—Christmas Break—School Office 
Closed 

No Lifelight 

Thursday 12/29  
 

No School—Christmas Break—School Office 
Closed 

 

Friday 12/30  No School—Christmas Break—School/Church 
Office Closed 

 

Saturday 12/31 
New Year’s Eve 

5:00PM Worship w/communion 

Sunday 01/01 
New Year’s Day 

10:00 AM 
 

Worship w/communion 
 

Monday 01/02  
 

7:00 PM 

No School—Christmas Break—School/Church 
Office Closed 

Telecare 

Tuesday 01/03  No School—Christmas Break—School Office 
Closed 

Wednesday 01/04 
 

 
 

7:20 PM 

No School—Christmas Break—School Office  
Closed 

Proclaim 

Thursday 01/05 
The Eve of  

Epiphany 

 
 

9:00 AM 

7:15 PM 

No School—Christmas Break—School Office 
Closed 

Bethany Guild 

Divine Service w/communion 

Friday 01/06  No School—Christmas Break—School Office 
Closed 

Saturday 01/07 

 

7:30 AM 

7:30 AM 

5:00 PM 

Saturday AM Men’s Basketball 

Saturday AM Men’s Bible Study 

Worship w/communion 

Sunday 01/08 8:30 AM 
10:00 AM 

11:00 AM 

Worship w/communion 
Sunday Classes 

Worship w/communion 

Monday 01/09  BLS Resumes—School/Church Offices Open 

   

Please Let Us Know You’re Here! 
We use the member attendance cards to record the attend-

ance of our members in our church database.  Once record-

ed, we can run reports for mailings, activities, and to help 

us better meet the needs of our members.  Thanks for help-

ing us keep accurate records! 
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Bethany Lutheran Church & School 
1550 Modaff Road         Naperville, IL  60565 

Church:  (630) 355-2198 School:  (630) 355-6607 

www.bethanylcs.org 

Service Times 
Saturday  5 p.m. 

Sunday  8:30 & 11:00 a.m. 

 

Communion Communion at all services. 
 

The nursery is staffed for the 8:30 & 11:00 a.m. services and 

during bible study.   

Adult Classes; Fellowship  In addition to our three worship 

services, Sunday morning classes are held weekly and are open 

to all members and friends.  From 10 to 10:15 a.m. we share a 

time of fellowship in the Parish Activity Center (gym).  All are 

welcome. 

Where Do I Fit in at Bethany? 

Worship  
Worship Greeter 
Welcome Center Volunteer 
Nursery Care/Substitute 
Chancel/Communion Set-Up(Altar 
Guild) 
Communion Clean Up 
Communion Linen Care 
Building Opener 
Usher/Usher Sub 
Acolyte/St. Andrew Society (grades 6-
12) 
Sound Tech Attendant 
Baptism Banner Making 
Calligrapher for Certificates 
Sanctuary Card, Pencil Clean up 
 

Music 
Schola Cantorum (children’s choir) 
Proclaim (adult choir) 
Praises Ring (handbells) 
Bethany Brass 
Instrumental Music 
 

Member Care  
Packets for Newborns 
Mailings to Newborns 
Telecare Callers 
Meals 
Comfort Shawls 
Prayer Chain 
Visitation 
 

Day School 
Campbell Soup/BoxTop Coordinator 
Classroom Helper 

Coaching 
Hot Lunch 
Musical (e.g. costumes, lighting) 
 

Sunday School and VBS 
Sunday School Teacher 

Teacher Aide 

Sunday School Teacher Sub 

Christmas Program Volunteer 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Fellowship, Sports, Recreation and 

Miscellaneous 

Senior Fellowship 

Men’s Basketball 

Men’s Softball 

Women’s Softball 

Women’s Volleyball 

Men’s Bible Breakfast 

Women’s Lifelight 

Evening Lifelight 

 

Service Opportunities 

Ladies Guild 

LWML 

CareNet Liaison 

Moving and Hauling 

Food Drive Transporter 

Christmas Decorating 

Event Photographer 

General Food/Fellowship Volunteer 

Sunday Coffee Fellowship 

Easter Breakfast Volunteer 

Event Set-Up 

Kitchen Organization 

Voters Assembly Sign-in Volunteer 

Garage Sale 

Pictorial Directory 
 

Finance 
Offering Counters 
Financial Boards/Committees 
Financial Review Committee 
 

Church Office 
General Office Volunteer 
Collating Bulletins 
Mailings—Office or Home 
Attendance Entry 
 

Properties  
General Workday Volunteer 
Carpentry 
Electrical 
Landscaping/Planting 
Tree Trimming/Cutting 
Painting 
Plumbing 
HVAC 

Drywall Repair 

Will go up in lift 

Window Washing 

Mulch Spreading 

Pew Cleaning 

Van Maintenance 

Security 

Miscellaneous Property Volunteer 
 

Call the church office if  

you can help. 
 

How To Reach Us 
The church office is open from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 

through Friday; the phone number is (630) 355-2198. When 

school is in session, the school office is open from 8 a.m. to 

4 p.m.  The school can be dialed directly at (630) 355-6607.  

After hours, our system has an auto-attendant and those in 

the building can be reached or messages can be left by using 

the directory.  You can reach any member of the staff by 

dialing (630) 355-2198.  As always, if you have a pastoral 

emergency, you may phone the pastors at home.  Pastor 

Schumacher, (630) 428-9174; Pastor Clemmer, (601) 951-

2787. 
 

To e-mail any staff member:  First initial of first name last 

name @bethanylcs.org  (ex. sschumacher@bethanylcs.org). 


