
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Second Sunday of Christmas/ Name of our Lord 

For the Week of January 1, 2017 through January 7, 2017 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday (Name of Jesus):  Luke 2:21-40  And at the end of eight days, when he was circumcised, he was called 

Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb.  [22] And when the time came for their 

purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord [23] (as 

it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 

[24] and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves, or two young 

pigeons.” [25] Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and de-

vout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. [26] And it had been revealed to 

him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord's Christ. [27] And he came in the 

Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the custom of 

the Law, [28] he took him up in his arms and blessed God and said, [29] “Lord, now you are letting your servant 

depart in peace, according to your word; [30] for my eyes have seen your salvation [31] that you have prepared in 

the presence of all peoples, [32] a light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people Isra-

el.”  [33] And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about him. [34] And Simeon blessed them and 

said to Mary his mother, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign 

that is opposed [35] (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts may 

be revealed.”  [36] And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was 

advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when she was a virgin, [37] and then as a 

widow until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night 

and day. [38] And coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who 

were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.  [39] And when they had performed everything according to the 

Law of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. [40] And the child grew and became 

strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
 

Monday: Luke 12:35-40 "Stay dressed for action and keep your lamps burning, 36and be like men who are wait-

ing for their master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the door to him at once when he 

comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to 

you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and serve them. 38If he 

comes in the second watch, or in the third, and finds them awake, blessed are those servants! 39But know this, 

that if the master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have left his house to 

be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect." 
 

Tuesday:  Philippians 2:5-11  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, [6] who, though 

he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, [7] but emptied himself, by 

taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. [8] And being found in human form, he humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. [9] Therefore God has highly exalted 

him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, [10] so that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, [11] and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father.  
 

Wednesday: Psalm 90:1-12  Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.  [2] Before the moun-

tains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are 

God.  [3] You return man to dust and say, “Return, O children of man!”  [4] For a thousand years in your sight 

are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the night.  [5] You sweep them away as with a flood; they are 

like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning:  [6] in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the 

evening it fades and withers.  [7] For we are brought to an end by your anger; by your wrath we are dismayed.  

[8] You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence.  [9] For all our days pass 

away under your wrath; we bring our years to an end like a sigh.  [10] The years of our life are seventy, or even 

by reason of strength eighty; yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.  [11] Who 

considers the power of your anger, and your wrath according to the fear of you?  [12] So teach us to number our 

days that we may get a heart of wisdom.  
 



Thursday:  Numbers 6:22-27 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 23“Speak to Aaron and his sons, saying, 

Thus you shall bless the people of Israel: you shall say to them, 24The LORD bless you and keep you; 25the 

LORD make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; 26the LORD lift up his countenance upon you 

and give you peace.  27“So shall they put my name upon the people of Israel, and I will bless them.”   

Friday (The Epiphany of our Lord): Matthew 2:1-12  Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 

the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, [2] saying, “Where is he who 

has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” [3] When 

Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him; [4] and assembling all the chief priests 

and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. [5] They told him, “In Bethle-

hem of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:  [6] “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 

means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will shepherd my people Isra-

el.’”  [7] Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what time the star had ap-

peared. [8] And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you 

have found him, bring me word, that I too may come and worship him.” [9] After listening to the king, they 

went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it came to rest 

over the place where the child was. [10] When they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 

[11] And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 

him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. [12] And being 

warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own country by another way. 
 

Saturday: Romans 8:31-39 What then shall we say to these things?  If God is for us, who can be against us? 

32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give 

us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to con-

demn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, 

who indeed is interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or dis-

tress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? 36As it is written,  "For your sake we are 

being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered." 37No, in all these things we are 

more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 

rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all crea-

tion, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Lord’s Prayer:  The Seventh Petition 

But deliver us from evil. 
 

What does this mean?  We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven would rescue us 

from every evil of body and soul, possessions and reputation, and finally, when our last hour comes, 

give us a blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to Himself in heaven. 

 G.  Verse for the Week:   

John 20:31 But these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 

that by believing you may have life in his name.  
H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Name of our Lord: 

Lord God, heavenly Father, because You sent Your only-begotten Son for our salvation and gave Him 

the name of Jesus, grant that we may begin the New Year trusting in His saving name and live all our 

days in ways that glorify the one whose name we bear: Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  



I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright”               LSB #395  

“O Morning Star, how fair and bright!  You shine with God’s own truth and light, 

Aglow with grace and mercy!  Of Jacob’s race, King David’s son, 

Our Lord and master, You have won Our hearts to serve You only! 

Lowly, holy!  Great and glorious, All victorious, Rich in blessing!  Rule and might o’er all possessing! 
 

“Come, heavenly Bridegroom, Light divine, and deep within our hearts now shine; 

There light a flame undying!  In Your one body let us be 

As living branches of a tree, Your life our lives supplying. 

Now, though daily Earth’s deep sadness May perplex us And distress us, Yet with heavenly joy You bless us. 
 

“Lord, when You look on us in love, At once there falls from God above 

A ray of purest pleasure. Your Word and Spirit, flesh and blood 

Refresh our souls with heavenly food.  You are our dearest treasure! 

Let Your mercy Warm and cheer us!  O draw near us!  For You teach us  

God’s own love through You has reached us. 
 

“Almighty Father, in Your Son You loved us when not yet begun 

Was this old earth’s foundation!  Your Son has ransomed us in love 

To live in Him here and above; This is Your great salvation. 

Alleluia!  Christ the living, To us giving Life forever, Keeps us Yours and fails us never! 
 

“O let the harps break forth in sound!  Our joy be all with music crowned, 

Our voices gladly blending!  For Christ goes with us all the way— 

Today, tomorrow, every day!  His love is never ending! 

Sing out!  Ring out!  Jubilation!  Exultation!  Tell the story!  Great is He, the King of Glory! 
 

 


