
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Second Sunday in Advent 

For the Week of December 4, 2016 through December 10, 2016 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Matthew 3:1-12 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2"Repent, 

for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 3For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, 

"The voice of one crying in the wilderness:  'Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.' "  4Now John 

wore a garment of camel's hair and a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 

5Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region about the Jordan were going out to him, 6and they were bap-

tized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  7But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

coming for baptism, he said to them, "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

8Bear fruit in keeping with repentance. 9And do not presume to say to yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our 

father,' for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for Abraham. 10Even now the axe is laid 

to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.  

11"I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I 

am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his 

hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and gather his wheat into the barn, but the chaff he will burn with 

unquenchable fire." 
 

Monday: Isaiah 11:1-10 There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his roots 

shall bear fruit.  2And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the 

Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  3And his delight shall be in the 

fear of the Lord.  He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear, 4but with 

righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the 

earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  5Righteousness shall be 

the belt of his waist, and faithfulness the belt of his loins.  6The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 

shall lie down with the young goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall 

lead them.  7The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw 

like the ox.  8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on 

the adder's den.  9They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the 

knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.  10In that day the root of Jesse, who shall stand as a signal 

for the peoples—of him shall the nations inquire, and his resting place shall be glorious.  
 

Tuesday:  Romans 15:4-13 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5May the God of en-

durance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 

6that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7Therefore welcome 

one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  8For I tell you that Christ became a servant to 

the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will praise you among the 

Gentiles, and sing to your name."  10And again it is said, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people."  11And again, 

"Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him."  12And again Isaiah says, "The root of Jes-

se will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope."  13May the God of hope 

fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may abound in hope.  
 

Wednesday: Psalm 72:1-7  Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the royal son!  

[2] May he judge your people with righteousness, and your poor with justice!  [3] Let the mountains bear pros-

perity for the people, and the hills, in righteousness!  [4] May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give 

deliverance to the children of the needy, and crush the oppressor!  [5] May they fear you while the sun endures, 

and as long as the moon, throughout all generations!  [6] May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, like 

showers that water the earth!  [7] In his days may the righteous flourish, and peace abound, till the moon be no 

more.  
 

Thursday:  Isaiah 40:1-11  Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  [2] Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 



and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's 

hand double for all her sins.  [3] A voice cries:  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God.  [4] Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 

be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  [5] And the glory of the 

LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  [6] A 

voice says, “Cry!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?”  All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the 

field.  [7] The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are 

grass.  [8] The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.  [9] Go on up to a 

high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength,  O Jerusalem, herald of good 

news; lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!”  [10] Behold, the Lord GOD comes 

with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.  

[11] He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry them in his bos-

om, and gently lead those that are with young. 
 

Friday: Hebrews 4:11-16  Let us therefore strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 

disobedience. [12] For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the 

division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

[13] And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we 

must give account.  [14] Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the 

Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. [15] For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 

with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. [16] Let us 

then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in 

time of need. 
 

Saturday: 2 Peter 3:11-18 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be 

in lives of holiness and godliness, [12] waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of 

which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! [13] But 

according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.  

[14] Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blem-

ish, and at peace. [15] And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also 

wrote to you according to the wisdom given him, [16] as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of 

these matters. There are some things in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist 

to their own destruction, as they do the other Scriptures. [17] You therefore, beloved, knowing this before-

hand, take care that you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 

[18] But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory both now 

and to the day of eternity. Amen.  

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  
The Lord’s Prayer:  The Third Petition 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

What does this mean?  The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but we 

pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 

How in God’s will done?  God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and purpose 

of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s name or let His 

kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and faith until we die.  This is 

His good and gracious will. 

 

 



G.  Verse for the Week:   

Revelation 7:17  For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and he will guide 

them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent: 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming 

we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“On Jordan’s Bank, the Baptist’s Cry”               LSB #344  

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 
 

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 
 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow'rs that wither and decay. 
 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev'ry place. 
 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free, 

Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore. 

 


