
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.  Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The First Sunday in Advent 

For the Week of December 10 through December 16, 2017 



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 21:25-36  "And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of na-

tions in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with fore-

boding of what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will 

see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take 

place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near."  29 And he told them a 

parable: "Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, you see for yourselves and 

know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the 

kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all has taken place. 33 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.  34 "But watch yourselves lest your hearts 

be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly 

like a trap. 35 For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all 

times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand 

before the Son of Man." 
 

Monday: Romans 15:4-13 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, that 

through endurance and through the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of 

endurance and encouragement grant you to live in such harmony with one another, in accord with Christ Jesus, 

6 that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore wel-

come one another as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God.  8 For I tell you that Christ became a serv-

ant to the circumcised to show God's truthfulness, in order to confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 

and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, "Therefore I will praise you 

among the Gentiles, and sing to your name." 10 And again it is said, "Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people." 11 

And again, "Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples extol him." 12 And again Isaiah says, "The 

root of Jesse will come, even he who arises to rule the Gentiles; in him will the Gentiles hope." 13 May the 

God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 

abound in hope. 
 

Tuesday:  Malachi 4:1-6 “1 "For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant 

and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the LORD of hosts, so that 

it will leave them neither root nor branch.  2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall 

rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.  3 And you shall tread down 

the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD of 

hosts.  4"Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rulesthat I commanded him at Horeb for all 

Israel.  5 "Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the LORD 

comes.  6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I 

come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction." 
  

Wednesday:  Psalm 50:1-15 The Mighty One, God the LORD, speaks and summons the earth from the rising 

of the sun to its setting. 2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 3 Our God comes; he does 

not keep silence; before him is a devouring fire, around him a mighty tempest. 4 He calls to the heavens above 

and to the earth, that he may judge his people: 5 "Gather to me my faithful ones, who made a covenant with me 

by sacrifice!" 6 The heavens declare his righteousness, for God himself is judge! Selah 7 "Hear, O my people, 

and I will speak; O Israel, I will testify against you. I am God, your God. 8 Not for your sacrifices do I rebuke 

you; your burnt offerings are continually before me. 9 I will not accept a bull from your house or goats from 

your folds. 10 For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. 11 I know all the birds of the 

hills, and all that moves in the field is mine. 12 "If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its 

fullness are mine. 13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats? 14 Offer to God a sacrifice of 

thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, 15 and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver 

you, and you shall glorify me." 
 



Thursday:  Ecclesiastes 3:1-7  For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 

a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3 a time to kill, 

and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time 

to mourn, and a time to dance; 5 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to 

embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6 a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep, and a time 

to cast away; 7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; 8 a time to love, 

and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for peace. 
  

Friday:  Genesis 15:1-6  After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: "Fear not, 

Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." 2 But Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will you 

give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 3 And Abram said, 

"Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir." 4 And behold, the 

word of the LORD came to him: "This man shall not be your heir; your very own son shall be your heir." 5 

And he brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number 

them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6 And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to 

him as righteousness. 
 

Saturday: Hebrews 13:1-17 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3 Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison 

with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4 Let marriage be held in honor 

among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. 5 

Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, "I will never 

leave you nor forsake you." 6 So we can confidently say, "The Lord is my helper; I will not fear; what can 

man do to me?" 7 Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of 

their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not 

be led away by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace, not by 

foods, which have not benefited those devoted to them. 10 We have an altar from which those who serve the 

tent have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the 

high priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in 

order to sanctify the people through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear 

the reproach he endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through 

him then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his 

name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 17 

Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to 

give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Third Article:  Sanctification 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean?  I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my 

Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, 

sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the 

whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.  In this Christian 
church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.  On the Last Day He will raise 

me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all believers in Christ.   This is most certainly true. 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Hebrews 13:8  Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 



H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the Second Sunday in Advent: 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming 

we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacra-

ments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the un-

employed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; 

for good government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured 

and oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered 

harmony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our 

communities and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church 

workers; for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the 

blessed sacrament of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His 

knowledge throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dy-

ing. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have 

fallen away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and 

people as they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“Lo!  He Comes with Clouds Descending ”          LSB #336  

1 Lo! He comes with clouds descending, Once for ev'ry sinner slain; 

Thousand thousand saints attending Swell the triumph of His train; 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
 

2 Ev'ry eye shall now behold Him Robed in glorious majesty; 

Those who set at naught and sold Him, Pierced and nailed Him to the tree, 

Deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, Shall their true Messiah see. 
 

3 Those dear tokens of His passion Still His dazzling body bears, 

Cause of endless exultation To His ransomed worshipers. 

With what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture Gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 

4 Yea, amen, let all adore Thee, High on Thine eternal throne; 

Savior, take the pow'r and glory, Claim the kingdom as Thine own. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!  Thou shalt reign, and Thou alone! 


