
 

 

Ash Wednesday 
 Divine Service 3 
 

February 14, 2024  11:00am, 7:00pm 
 
 

Scripture of the Day 
Joel 2:12–19 
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 
Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 
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A Prayer before Worship 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word  

so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior,  

and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 

 
Prelude: DER AM KREUZ (“Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing”), R. Hobby 
 
Please stand and face the Processional Cross. 
 
Processional Hymn: Jesus, Grant That Balm and Healing LSB 421 
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585–1647; tr. composite, alt.   Tune: Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Imposition of Ashes 

P  In the Name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 

 

P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy 
season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially directed to the 
holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. From ancient times the season of 
Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance 
born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and 
hope. Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in 
the power of His Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may 
come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and truth. 

 
The congregation may be seated.  All who wish to receive ashes may come forward.  
 
Choral Anthem (7:00): “When You Prayed Beneath the Trees”, C. Idle, L. Larson 

When you prayed beneath the trees, it was for me, O Lord; 
When you cried upon your knees, how could it be, O Lord? 
When in blood and sweat and tears, you dismissed your final fears, 
When you faced the soldiers’ spears, you stood for me, O Lord. 
 

When their triumph looked complete, it was for me, O Lord; 
When it seemed like your defeat, they could not see, O Lord! 
When you faced the mob alone, you were silent as a stone, 
And a tree became your throne; you came for me, for me, O Lord. 
 

When you stumbled up the road, you walked for me, O Lord; 
When you took your deadly load, that heavy tree, O Lord; 
When they lifted you on high, and they nailed you up to die, 
And when darkness filled the sky, it was for me, for me, O Lord. 
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Hymn: Savior, When in Dust to Thee LSB 419 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Robert Grant, 1779–1838, alt.   Tune: Joseph Parry, 1841–1903   Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.   Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                                                                                    [Hebrews 10:22] 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth.                                                               Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                                        Psalm 32:5 
 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.           [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
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T Service of the Word T 

Litany  

The Litany is spoken at 11:00. 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day       

             2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
 

P Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the 
sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins 
and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You full pardon and 
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Sit 
 

The Old Testament Reading  Joel 2:12–19 

        12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, 
with weeping, and with mourning; 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to 
the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
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steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. 14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 
and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your 
God? 15Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn assembly; 16gather the 
people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even nursing 
infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. 17Between the 
vestibule and the altar let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your 
people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a byword among the nations. Why 
should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 18Then the LORD became jealous 
for his land and had pity on his people. 19The LORD answered and said to his people, 
“Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no 
more make you a reproach among the nations.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm  Psalm 51:1–3, 10–12; antiphon: v. 16, 17 

 

A You will not delight in sacrifice, or I would  | give it;* 
            you will not be pleased with a burnt  | offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken  | spirit;* 
            a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will  | not despise. 

C Have mercy on me, O God, according to your  | steadfast love;* 
 according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 
Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity,* 
 and cleanse me  | from my sin! 

A For I know my trans- | gressions,* 
 and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 
Create in me a clean heart,  | O God,* 
 and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 

C Cast me not away from your  | presence,* 
 and take not your Holy Spirit  | from me. 
Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation,* 
 and uphold me with a willing  | spirit. 

 

(The Psalm concludes on the next page.) 
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C Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

A You will not delight in sacrifice, or I would  | give it;* 
           you will not be pleased with a burnt  | offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken  | spirit;* 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will  | not despise. 

The Epistle Reading  2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

        We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
1Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. 
2For he says, “In a favorable time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped 
you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 3We put no 
obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as servants of 
God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, 
calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, 
knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love; 7by truthful speech, and the 
power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 
8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and 
yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, 
and yet not killed; 10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as 
having nothing, yet possessing everything. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

Stand 
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T 

 

During the Season of Lent, we focus on our sin, repentance, and the Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
and so do not sing “Alleluia” until the Great Vigil of Easter. Though every Sunday is a “little 

Easter” we restrain our praise at this time until the Feast of the Resurrection, when all of 
Christendom joins in singing alleluias to our King. 

 
The Holy Gospel  Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

 
 

        1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to 
be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
2Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the 
synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they 
have received their reward. 3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know 
what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. 5And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For 
they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be seen 
by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when you pray, go into 
your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who 
sees in secret will reward you. . . . 
        16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their 
faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their 
reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, 18that your fasting may 
not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in 
secret will reward you. 19Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 
21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God,                     Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 44:6 

the Father Almighty,                                    Matthew 6:9; Exodus 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth                Genesis 1:1; John 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.                         Colossians 1:16 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,                          Romans 10:9 

the only-begotten Son of God,                        John 3:16; Matthew 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,                   John 1:2 

God of God, Light of Light                              John 17:22; John 8:12; John 1:1 

very God of very God,            Colossians 2:9 

begotten, not made,                               John 1:2 

being of one substance with the Father,               John 10:30 

by whom all things were made;               Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3 

Who for us men and for our salvation         Matthew 20:28; Galatians 4:4-5 

came down from heaven            John 3:13, John 6:38 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary              Luke 1:34-35 

and was made man;                 John 1:14 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.         Mark 15:25; John 19:16-18 

He suffered and was buried.              John 19:1-3; Luke 23:53 

And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures   1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:6 

and ascended into heaven                    Acts 1:9 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Acts 7:55 

And He will come again with glory                        Matthew 26:64 

to judge both the living and the dead,                        Acts 10:42; Matthew 3:12 

Whose kingdom will have no end.                           2 Peter 1:11 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,             John 14:26; Genesis 1:2; Acts 2:38 

the Lord and giver of life,                Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:3 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,                             John 15:26 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  Mt. 3:16-17; Lk. 2:14                                                                         

Who spoke by the prophets.                    Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20-21 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,           1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:19-22 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,                            Ephesians 4:5, Acts 2:38 

And I look for the resurrection of the dead               1 Corinthians 15:35-49; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

and the life T of the world to come.                                            Isaiah 65:17-19; Revelation 21:1-4 

Amen.                          Psalm 106:48 

 
Please remain standing for the Hymn of the Day. 
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Hymn of the Day: From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee LSB 607 

Stanzas 1 and 3 sung by Choir only at 7:00 Choral arrangement by J. S. Bach 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.   Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546   Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sit 

(Choir) 

(Choir) 
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Sermon  Rev. Seth Clemmer 
 
Stand 

 
Thank you for continuing to support the Lord's Work here at Bethany.  Offering plates are available at the 
back of the sanctuary, or consider giving through the Vanco Mobile app or online at www.bethanylcs.org. 
 
Offertory                                                                                                             Psalm 51:10-12 
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T Service of the Sacrament T 

About Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Bethany 

As we receive the Lord’s Holy Supper according to His institution, we receive the salvation, 
forgiveness, and life eternal won for us on the cross. Also, we believe that when a person 
communes at an altar, one confesses unity with the teachings of that church. Therefore, if 
you are not in fellowship with the teaching of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we 
ask that you refrain from communion until you have had opportunity to speak with one of 
the pastors about Christ’s bodily presence and the forgiveness of sins given in this meal. 
However, all are welcome to receive a blessing, for the forgiveness of Jesus is still yours. 
Please indicate this as your intention by crossing your arms over your chest when the pastor 
comes by. 

 
Preface    

          2 Timothy 4:22 

 

  

            [Colossians 3:1] 

 

  

              [Psalm 136] 
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P  It is truly meet, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Lord's Prayer: Our Father Who Art in Heaven   LSB 957 Matthew 6:9-13   
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Text: Traditional   Tune: Plainsong, mode VII   Text and tune: Public domain 

 
The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

Pax Domini   John 20:19  
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Agnus Dei John 1:29  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Sit  
 

A Prayer for Right Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 

salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn: Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared LSB 622 
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5 Though reason cannot understand, yet faith this truth embraces: 
Your body, Lord, is even now, at once in many places. 
I leave to You how this can be; Your Word alone suffices me; 
    I trust its truth unfailing. 

 

6 Lord, I believe what You have said; help me when doubts assail me. 
Remember that I am but dust, and let my faith not fail me. 
Your supper in this vale of tears, refreshes me and stills my fears 
    And is my priceless treasure. 

 

7 Grant that we worthily receive, Your supper, Lord, our Savior, 
And, truly grieving for our sins, may prove by our behavior 
That we are thankful for Your grace, and day by day may run our race, 
    In holiness increasing. 

 

8 For Your consoling supper, Lord, be praised throughout all ages! 
Preserve it, for in ev’ry place, the world against it rages. 
Grant that this sacrament may be, a blessèd comfort unto me 
    When living and when dying. 

Text: Samuel Kinner, 1603–68; tr. Emanuel Cronenwett, 1841–1931, alt.   Tune: Peter Sohren, c. 1630–c. 1692, alt. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn: Today Your Mercy Calls Us LSB 915 

 

 

 

 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–78, alt.   Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857   Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 
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Thanksgiving after Receiving the Sacrament 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body 
and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my 
mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Salutation and Benedicamus    

             2 Timothy 4:22 

 

              [Psalm 103:1] 
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Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 
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Closing Hymn: O Lord, throughout These Forty Days LSB 418 

 

 

 
Text: based on Claudia F. Hernaman, 1838–98; para. Gilbert E. Doan, 1930 

Tune: The Psalmes of David in Prose and Meeter, 1635, Edinburgh 

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001376   Tune: Public domain 

Postlude: CAITHNESS (“O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”), J. Biery 



 26 

A Prayer after Worship 

Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness 

for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved 

grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Those Serving You Today 
 

11:00 

Preacher and Celebrant: Rev. Seth Clemmer 

Assisting Pastors: Rev. Stephen Schumacher, Rev. Emmett Bartens 

Organist: Kantor Jonathan Swett 

Sacristans: Rich Fick, Rick Krock 

Ushers: Jonathan Knussman, Paul Reimer 

Communion Care: Sheila Bell 

 

7:00 

Preacher and Celebrant: Rev. Seth Clemmer 

Assisting Pastors: Rev. Stephen Schumacher, Rev. Emmett Bartens 

Organist: Kantor Jonathan Swett 

Musical Ensemble: Proclaim 

Live Stream Tech: James Blasius 

Acolytes: Jonah Swett, TT Wyang 

Sacristans: Glenn Luehrsen, Ted Quilitz, Dominic Salvino 

Ushers: Frank Arford, Bill Cade, Troy Roberts 

Communion Care: Sue Dumford 
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www.bethanylcs.org 

630-355-2198 

Pastor Seth Clemmer 

Pastor Stephen Schumacher 

Pastor Emmett Bartens 

email: office@bethanylcs.org 

 

For information on activities and updates at 

Bethany, please subscribe to the “Week at a 

Glance” by emailing office@bethanylcs.org. 

If you prefer, some paper copies are 

available at the Welcome Center. 

 

 

http://www.bethanylcs.org/

