
 
 

 

 
 

ABC Devotions 
(Follow the Alphabet for your individual or family devotion.) 

The Second Sunday in Advent 

For the Week of December 9, 2018 through December 15, 2018 

A. Make the sign of the cross in remembrance of your baptism and say:  In the name of the Father 

and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 

B.  Confess the Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The 

third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the 

Father Almighty.  From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.   

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life  everlasting.  Amen. 

 C.   Pray the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 

as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the 

kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

D.  Pray the Prayer Appropriate for Time of Day  

Morning 
I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this 

night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please You.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body 

and soul, and all things.  Let Your holy angel by with me, that the evil foe may have no power over 

me. Amen. 

Evening 
I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that you have graciously kept 

me this day; and I pray that you would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and gracious-

ly keep me this night.  For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things.  Let 

Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 
  



E.  Daily Bible Reading 
Sunday:  Luke 3:1-20  1In the fifteenth year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar, Pontius Pilate being governor of 

Judea, and Herod being tetrarch of Galilee, and his brother Philip tetrarch of the region of Ituraea and Tra-

chonitis, and Lysanias tetrarch of Abilene, 2during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of 

God came to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 3And he went into all the region around the Jordan, 

proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of 

Isaiah the prophet, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 

straight. 5Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low, and the crooked shall 

become straight, and the rough places shall become level ways, 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’ 

”7He said therefore to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned 

you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits in keeping with repentance. And do not begin to say to your-

selves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children for 

Abraham. 9Even now the axe is laid to the root of the trees. Every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 10And the crowds asked him, “What then shall we do?” 11And he an-

swered them, “Whoever has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and whoever has food is to do like-

wise.” 12Tax collectors also came to be baptized and said to him, “Teacher, what shall we do?” 13And he 

said to them, “Collect no more than you are authorized to do.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what 

shall we do?” And he said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by threats or by false accusation, and 

be content with your wages.” 15As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts 

concerning John, whether he might be the Christ, 16John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with wa-

ter, but he who is mightier than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will bap-

tize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor 

and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 18So with many 

other exhortations he preached good news to the people. 19But Herod the tetrarch, who had been reproved by 

him for Herodias, his brother’s wife, and for all the evil things that Herod had done, 20added this to them all, 

that he locked up John in prison. 
 

Monday:  Malachi 3:1-7b  1“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And 

the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom 

you delight, behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. 2But who can endure the day of his coming, 

and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 3He will sit as a 

refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, and 

they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD. 4Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be 

pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.  5“Then I will draw near to you for 

judgment. I will be a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adulterers, against those who swear 

falsely, against those who oppress the hired worker in his wages, the widow and the fatherless, against 

those who thrust aside the sojourner, and do not fear me, says the LORD of hosts. 6“For I the LORD do not 

change; therefore you, O children of Jacob, are not consumed. 7bFrom the days of your fathers you have 

turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the 

LORD of hosts. 
 

Tuesday:  Philippians 1:2-11  2Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

3I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, 4always in every prayer of mine for you all making my pray-

er with joy, 5because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now. 6And I am sure of this, 

that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. 7It is right for me 

to feel this way about you all, because I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace, both 



in my imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. 8For God is my witness, how I yearn for 

you all with the affection of Christ Jesus. 9And it is my prayer that your love may abound more and more, with 

knowledge and all discernment, 10so that you may approve what is excellent, and so be pure and blameless for 

the day of Christ, 11filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise 

of God. 
 

Wednesday:  Psalm 66:1-12 [1] Shout for joy to God, all the earth; [2] sing the glory of his name; give to 

him glorious praise!  [3] Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds!  So great is your power that your ene-

mies come cringing to you.  [4] All the earth worships you and sings praises to you; they sing praises to your 

name.” Selah  [5] Come and see what God has done:  he is awesome in his deeds toward the children of man.  

[6] He turned the sea into dry land; they passed through the river on foot.  There did we rejoice in him, 

[7] who rules by his might forever, whose eyes keep watch on the nations— let not the rebellious exalt them-

selves. Selah  [8] Bless our God, O peoples; let the sound of his praise be heard,  [9] who has kept our soul 

among the living and has not let our feet slip.  [10] For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us as silver 

is tried.  [11] You brought us into the net; you laid a crushing burden on our backs;  [12] you let men 

ride over our heads; we went through fire and through water; yet you have brought us out to a place of abun-

dance. 
 

Thursday:  Isaiah 40:1-8  [1] Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  [2] Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 

and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's 

hand double for all her sins.  [3] A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 

straight in the desert a highway for our God.  [4] Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill 

be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.  [5] And the glory of the 

LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”  [6] A 

voice says, “Cry!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?”  All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of 

the field.  [7] The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people 

are grass.  [8] The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 

Friday:  1 Peter 5:6-9 [6] Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper 

time he may exalt you, [7] casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you. [8] Be sober-minded; 

be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 

[9] Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being experienced by your 

brotherhood throughout the world. 
 

Saturday: Mark 10:42-45  [42] And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who 

are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 

[43] But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, [44] and 

whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. [45] For even the Son of Man came not to be served 

but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 

F.  Catechism Reading for the Week  

The Third Article of the Creed: Sanctification 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the res-

urrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

What does this mean? I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or 

come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and 

kept me in the true faith. In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian 

church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this Christian church He daily and richly 



forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal 

life to me and all believers in Christ.  This is most certainly true. 
 

G.  Verse for the Week:   

Isaiah 40:8 The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 

H.  Pray the Prayer for the Week 

Collect for the week of the Second Sunday in Advent: 

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be ena-

bled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 
 

I.   Pray for Others and Ourselves (See below for daily themes.) 

Daily Themes for Prayer 
Sunday: Pray for the joy of the resurrection among us; for the fruit of faith nourished by the Word and Sacraments. 

Monday: Pray for faith to live in the promises of Holy Baptism; for one’s calling and daily work; for the unem-

ployed; for the salvation and well-being of our neighbors; for schools, colleges, and seminaries; for good 

government and for peace. 

Tuesday: Pray for deliverance against temptation and evil; for the addicted and despairing, the tortured and 

oppressed; for those struggling with besetting sins. 

Wednesday: Pray for marriage and family, that husbands and wives, parents and children live in ordered har-

mony according to the Word of God; for parents who must raise children alone; for our communities 

and neighborhoods. 

Thursday: Pray for the Church and her pastors; for teachers, deacons, deaconesses, and other church workers; 

for missionaries and for all who serve the Church; for fruitful and salutary use of the blessed sacra-

ment of Christ’s body and blood. 

Friday: Pray for the preaching of the holy cross of our Lord Jesus Christ and for the spread of His knowledge 

throughout the whole world; for the persecuted and oppressed; for the sick and dying. 

Saturday: Pray for faithfulness to the end; for the renewal of those who are withering in the faith or have fallen 

away; for receptive hearts and minds to God’s Word on the Lord’s Day; for pastors and people as 

they prepare to administer and receive Christ’s holy gifts. 

J.  Sing or Say the Hymn of the Week 
“On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry”             LSB #344  

1 On Jordan's bank the Baptist's cry Announces that the Lord is nigh; 

Awake and hearken, for he brings Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

2 Then cleansed be ev'ry life from sin; Make straight the way for God within, 

And let us all our hearts prepare For Christ to come and enter there. 

3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, Our refuge and our great reward; 

Without Thy grace we waste away Like flow'rs that wither and decay. 

4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand And make the fallen strong to stand; 

Show us the glory of Thy face Till beauty springs in ev'ry place. 

5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee Whose advent sets Thy people free. 

Whom with the Father we adore And Holy Spirit evermore. 


