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Advent 2023 – Peace on Earth? 
 

A Prayer before Worship 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word  

so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior,  

and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 

 
Prelude: CONSOLATION (“What Hope! An Eden Prophesied”), D. Maxwell 
 
Stand.  Candles will be lit from the pastors as they pass by. 
 

                [John 8:12] 

                  [John 1:5] 

 

                Luke 24:29 

        1 Corinthians 4:5 

      [2 Corinthians 4:6] 
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Phos Hilaron   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving for Light 
 

L Blessèd are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by 
a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light 
of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are 
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Sit 
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Psalm 141 Psalm 141:1–4, 8 
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L Let us pray. 
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your 
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with 
the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Candles are extinguished at this time.  
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Office Hymn: What Hope! An Eden Prophesied LSB 342 

 

 
Text: Stephen P. Starke, 1955 

Tune: Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, 1813, Harrisburg, ed. John Wyeth 

Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110001376 

Tune: Public domain 
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The First Reading  Psalm 46 
1God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives way, 
 though the mountains be moved into the heart of the sea, 
3though its waters roar and foam, 
 though the mountains tremble at its swelling. 

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of her; she shall not be moved; 
 God will help her when morning dawns. 
6The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; 
 he utters his voice, the earth melts. 
7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

8Come, behold the works of the LORD, 
 how he has brought desolations on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; 
 he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; 
 he burns the chariots with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that I am God. 
 I will be exalted among the nations, 
 I will be exalted in the earth!” 
11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our fortress. 

 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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The Second Reading  John 14:23–31; 16:32–33 

        23Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will 
love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 24Whoever does not love 
me does not keep my words. And the word that you hear is not mine but the Father’s who 
sent me. 
        25“These things I have spoken to you while I am still with you. 26But the Helper, the 
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to 
your remembrance all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 
you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let 
them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to you.’ If you 
loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the Father is 
greater than I. 29And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it does take 
place you may believe. 30I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is 
coming. He has no claim on me, 31but I do as the Father has commanded me, so that the 
world may know that I love the Father. Rise, let us go from here. . . . 
        32Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to 
his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. 33I 
have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have 
tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.” 
 
L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
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The Small Catechism: The Apostles’ Creed—The First Article—Creation 
 

L As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household:  
The Apostles’ Creed, The First Article, Creation. 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth. 

L What does this mean? 
 

C I believe that God has made me and all creatures; that He has given me my 
body and soul, eyes, ears, and all my members, my reason and all my senses, 
and still takes care of them. He also gives me clothing and shoes, food and 
drink, house and home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have. He 
richly and daily provides me with all that I need to support this body and life. 
He defends me against all danger and guards and protects me from all evil. 
All this He does only out of fatherly, divine goodness and mercy, without any 
merit or worthiness in me. For all this it is my duty to thank and praise, serve 
and obey Him. This is most certainly true. 
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Sermon Hymn: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 

 

 

 

 

 
 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery. Refrain 

 
6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, and cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind, in one the hearts of all mankind; 
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, and be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt. 

Tune: French, 15th cent. 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Rev. Seth Clemmer 
 
Stand 
 
Magnificat               Luke 1:46–55   
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Thank you for continuing to support the Lord's Work here at Bethany.  Offering plates are available 

at the back of the sanctuary, or consider giving through the Vanco Mobile app or online at 

www.bethanylcs.org. 
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Litany   
 

The congregation's response begins just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung 
simultaneously by both leader and congregation. 

 

 

 
  

L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the 

unity of all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to 

the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the 

Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those 

who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us 
pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every 

place, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those 

who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great 
and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful 
times, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
 
A brief silence is observed.  The following petitions and responses do not overlap. 

 

 

 

 
 
Silence for individual prayer may follow. 
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Collect For Peace 
  

L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to 
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to 
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our 
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Lord's Prayer   Matthew 6:9-13    

L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray: 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



 17 

Benedicamus   

             [Psalm 103:1] 

 
 

Benediction   
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Closing Hymn: Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord LSB 352 

 

 

 
 

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head 
That, set free from doubt and dread, 
I may cling to You in faith, 
Safely kept through life and death. 

 
6 Then when You will come again 

As the glorious king to reign, 
I with joy will see Your face, 
Freely ransomed by Your grace. 

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 

Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter   Text and tune: Public domain 
 

Postlude: NUN KOMM, DER HEIDEN HEILAND (“Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord”), 
K. Hildebrand 
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A Prayer after Worship 

Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both 

forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You for 

this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit 

eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 

Those Serving You Today 
 

Pastor: Rev. Seth Clemmer 

Organist: Tom Mueller 

Live Stream Tech: James Blasius 

Acolytes: Gabriel Koenig, Henry Daskas 

Ushers: Andy Crouse, JJ Stehle 
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www.bethanylcs.org 

630-355-2198 

Pastor Seth Clemmer 

Pastor Stephen Schumacher 

Pastor Emmett Bartens 

email: office@bethanylcs.org 

 

For information on activities and updates at 

Bethany, please subscribe to the “Week at a 

Glance” by emailing office@bethanylcs.org. 

If you prefer, some paper copies are 

available at the Welcome Center. 

 

 

http://www.bethanylcs.org/

