Peace on Earth?

Peace in the Church

Advent Evening Prayer
December 13, 2023 6:30pm

Scripture Readings
Philippians 4:4-9
Luke 24:36-49



Advent 2023 — Peace on Earth?

A Prayer before Worship

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in
truth, I humbly pray that Y on wonld open 1y heart to the preaching of Y our Word
50 that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as ny only Savior,
and grow in grace and holiness. Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen.

Prelude: FREU DICH SEHR (“Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”), P. Manz

Stand. Candles will be lit from the pastors as they pass by.
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Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, [John 8:12]
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the light no darkness can o - ver - come. [John 1:5]
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Stay with us, Lord, for it is eve - ning,
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and the day is almost o - ver Luke 24:29
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Let Your light scatter the dark - ness 1 Corinthians 4:5
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and il - lu - mine Your Church. [2 Corinthians 4:6)
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ev - er. (0]
s} ‘ ,
(A A l | [ [ [ [ N |
GEESesEEESEe e .=
the wu - ni - verse pro-claims Your glo - ry.
Thanksgiving for Light

Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of the universe, who led Your people Israel by
a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. Enlighten our darkness by the light
of Your Christ; may His Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for You are
merciful, and You love Your whole creation and we, Your creatures, glorify You,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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Psalm 141
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Let my prayer rise be - fore You as in - cense,
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac - ri - fice.
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the lift-ing up of my hands as the eve-ning sac-ri-fice.
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(I Set a watch be-fore my mouth,O Lord, and guard the door of my lips.

(I] Let not my heart in-cline to an -y e - vil thing;
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let me not be oc-cu-pied in wick-ed-ness with e-vil-do - ers.
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(I  But my eyes are turned to You, O God; in You I take ref- uge.

Psalp 141:1-4, 8
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the be - gin - ning, is now, and will be for-ev-er. A - men.
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Let us pray.
Let the incense of our repentant prayer ascend before You, O Lord, and let Your
loving-kindness descend on us that, with purified minds, we may sing Your praises with

the Church on earth and the whole heavenly host and may glorify You forever.
Amen.

Candles are extinguished at this time.

Prepare ye the
way of the
Lord,

make
his paths
straight.
Matthew 3:3

Office Hymn: O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide LSB 355
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10 Sav - ior, rend the heav - ens wide;
20 Fa - ther, light from heav - en send;
30 earth, in flow’r - ing bud be seen,;
40 Fount of hope, how long, how long?
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Come down, come down with  might - y stride;

As morn - ing dew, (0] Son, de - scend.

Clothe hill and dale in garb  of green.

When  will You come with com - fort strong?
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Un - lock the gates, the doors break down;
Drop down, you clouds, the life of  spring:
Bring forth, (0] earth, a blos - som rare,
(0] come, (0] come, Your throne fore - go;
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Un - bar the way to heav - en’s crown.

To Ja - cob’s line rain down the King.

Our Sav - or, sprung from mead - ow fair.

Con - sole us in our vale of woe.

5 O Morning Star, O radiant Sun,
When will our hearts behold Your dawn?
O Sun, arise; without Your light
We grope in gloom and dark of night.

6 Sin’s dreadful doom upon us lies;
Grim death looms fierce before our eyes.
O come, lead us with mighty hand
From exile to our promised land.

7 There shall we all our praises bring
And sing to You, our Savior King;
There shall we laud You and adore
Forever and forevermore.
Text: Friedrich von Spee, 1591-1635; tr. Martin L. Seltz, 1909-67, alt.

Tune: Rheinfelssisch Deutsches Catholisches Gesangbuch, 1666, Augsburg
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001376 Tune: Public domain



The First Reading Philippians 4:4—9

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again T will say, Rejoice. *Let your reasonableness be
known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; °do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to
God. "And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus.

*Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is
anything worthy of praise, think about these things. "What you have learned and received
and heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
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The Second Reading [.uke 24:36—49

*As they were talking about these things, Jesus himself stood among them, and said to
them, “Peace to you!” But they were startled and frightened and thought they saw a spirit.
*And he said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? *See
my hands and my feet, that it is I myself. Touch me, and see. For a spirit does not have flesh
and bones as you see that I have.” *’And when he had said this, he showed them his hands
and his feet. ' And while they still disbelieved for joy and were marveling, he said to them,
“Have you anything here to eat?” *They gave him a piece of broiled fish, ¥and he took it
and ate before them.

“Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with
you, that everything written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms
must be fulfilled.” *Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures, “and said to
them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the
dead, *'and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. “You are witnesses of these things. “’And behold, I am
sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with
power from on high.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.
Silence for reflection on God’s Word

In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets.
But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son.

Jesus himself stood among
them, and said to them,

"Peace to you!"

Luke 24:36, ESV



The Small Catechism: The Apostles’ Creed—The Third Article—Sanctification

As the head of the family should teach it in a simple way to his household:

The Apostles’ Creed, The Third Article, Sanctification.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

What does this mean?

I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ,
my Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel,
enlightened me with His gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith. In the
same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian
church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. In this
Christian church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all
believers. On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal
life to me and all believers in Christ. This is most certainly true.
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Sermon Hymn: Comfort, Comfort Ye My People LSB 347
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1 “Com - fort, com - fort ye My peo - ple, Speak ye peace,” thus
2 Yea, her sins our God will par - don, Blot - ting out each
3 Hark, the her - ald’s voice is cry - ing In the des - ert
4 Make vye straight what long was crook - ed; Make the rough - er
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saith our God; “Com-fort those who sit in dark-ness, Mourn-ing
dark mis-deed; All that well de-served His an - ger He no
far and near, Call - ing sin-ners to re- pen-tance, Since the
plac - es plain. Let your hearts be true and hum-ble, As be -
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‘neath their sor - rows’ load. Speak ye to Je - ru - sa-lem
more  will see or heed. She hath suf-fered man-ya day,
King - dom now is here. O that warn -ing cry o - bey!

fits His ho - ly reign. For the glo - ry of the Lord
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Of the peace that waits for them; Tell her  that her
Now  her griefs have passed a - way; God  will change her

Now  pre - pare for God a way; Let the  val - leys
Now o’er earth is shed a-broad, And all flesh shall
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sins I cov - er And her war - fare now is o - ver”
pin - ing sad - ness In - to ev - er-spring-ing glad - ness.

rise to meet Him And the hills bow down to greet Him.
see the to - ken That His Word is nev - er bro - ken.

Text: Johann Olearius, 1611-84; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Trente quatre Pseaumes de David, 1551, Geneva, ed. Louis Bourgeois Text and tune: Public domain




Sermon Rev. Stephen Schumacher

Stand
Magnificat
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1 For He hasre - - garded
2 For the Mighty One has done great thingsto . . . . . . me,
3 He has shownstrengthwithHis . . . .......... arm;
4 He has filled the hungry withgood . . ... ... ... things,
5Glo - ry be to the Father andtothe . . . . . ... . ... Son
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1 the lowlinessof . . . . ............. His hand-maiden.
2 and holy . . . ... ... ... ... ... .. is His name;
3 He has scattered the proud in the imagination @ of  their hearts.
4 and the rich He has sent emp - - ty a - way.
5 and tothe . . ... ... ... ... ...... Ho - ly Spirit;
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1 For be - hold,fromthis .................. day
2 and His mercyisonthosewho ... ... ... ... ... fear Him
3 He has castdown the mighty from their . . . . . . . .. thrones
4 He has helped His servant Israel in remembrance of His mercy
5 as it was in the be - - ginning,
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1 all generationswill . ... ........... call me blessed.
2 from generationto . . ... ... ......... gen - er - ation. Refrain
3 and has exalt - - ed the lowly.
4 as He spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for - ever.
5is now, and will be forever. . . . . .. ... .. A - men. Refrain
8 :
—)e—8 — g

17
|4

—

Thank you for continuing to support the Lord's Work here at Bethany. Offering plates are available
at the back of the sanctuary, or consider giving through the Vanco Mobile app or online at
www.bethanylcs.org.
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Litany

The congregation's response begins just as the leader's petition ends so that the word "Lord" is sung
simultaneously by both leader and congregation.
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In peace let us pray to the Lord:
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the
unity of all, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to
the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the
Church, and for all the people, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those
who protect us, that they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us
pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those
who toil, those who sing, and all the people here present who await from the Lord great
and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.
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For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful
times, let us pray to the Lord:

Lord, have mercy.

For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

olalo

A brief silence is observed. The following petitions and responses do not overlap.
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For the faithful who have gone
before us and are with Christ, let us give thanks to the Lord:
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord.

JE 38

Stilence for individual prayer may follow.
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Rejoicing in the fellowship of all the saints, let us
commend ourselves, one another, and our whole life to Christ, our Lord:
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Lord.
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Collect For Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works, give to
us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to
obey Your commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of our
enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord's Prayer Matthew 6:9-13

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
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Benedicamus
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(L) Let us bless the Lord. [Psalm 103:1)

o
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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P The almighty and merciful Lord,
the Father, the "I+ Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and pre - serve  you.
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Closing Hymn: The Church’s One Foundation ILSB 644 st5. 1, 3, 4
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1 The Church’s one foun-da - tion Is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
3 Though with a scorn-ful won-der The world sees her op-pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la-tion And tu - mult of her war
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She is His new cre - a - tion By wa - ter and the Word.
By schisms rent a - sun - der, By her - e - sies dis-tressed,
She waits the con-sum-ma - tion Of peace for - ev - er - more
() ¢ ‘ ‘

A — I | ] |  ——  — ——

[R5 E— ! I — ——a 1"
') @ T T T I

From heav’n He came and sought her To be His ho - ly bride;
Yet saints their watch are keep - ing; Their cry goes up, “How long?”
Till with the vi-sion glo-rious Her long - ing eyes are blest,
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With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died.
And soon the night of weep -ing Shallbe the morn of song.
And the great Church vic - to - rious Shall be the Church at rest.

Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900, alt. Tune: Samuel S. Wesley, 1810-76 Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude: O HEILAND, REISS DIE HIMMEL AUF
(“O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide”), K. Hildebrand
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A Prayer after Worship
Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Y our presence and received both
forgiveness for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You for
this undeserved grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inberit
eternal salvation; through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen.

Those Serving You Today

Pastor: Rev. Stephen Schumacher
Organist: Rev. Emmett Bartens

Live Stream Tech: James Blasius
Acolytes: TT Sincere Wyang, Emmy Ryan
Ushers: Frank Arford, Paul Reimer
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For information on activities and updates at
Bethany, please subscribe to the “Week at a

Glance” by emailing office@bethanylcs.org.

If you prefer, some paper copies are
available at the Welcome Center.
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