
Orthodox icon depicting Jesus teaching in a synagogue 
 

The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
Sanctity of Life Sunday 

 

January 28, 2024 
 
 

Scripture of the Day 
Deuteronomy 18:15–20 
1 Corinthians 8:1–13 
Mark 1:21–28 
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A Prayer before Worship 

O Lord, my creator, redeemer, and comforter, as I come to worship You in spirit and in 

truth, I humbly pray that You would open my heart to the preaching of Your Word  

so that I may repent of my sins, believe in Jesus Christ as my only Savior,  

and grow in grace and holiness.  Hear me for the sake of His name. Amen. 

 
Prelude: BEACH SPRING (“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”), K. Watanabe 
 
Please stand and face the Processional Cross. 
 
Processional Hymn: Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness LSB 849 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Rusty Edwards, 1955   Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844, Philadelphia 

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001376   Tune: Public domain 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.   Matthew 28:19b; [18:20] 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us 
forgiveness.                                                                                    [Hebrews 10:22] 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth.                                                               Psalm 124:8 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.                                                        Psalm 32:5 
 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 
 
 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with 

which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and 
I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, 
bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious 
and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant 
of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.           [John 20:19-23] 

C Amen. 
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T Service of the Word T 
Introit  Psalm 32:1, 2, 5; antiphon: v. 10 

  

P Many are the sorrows of the  | wicked,* 
 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts  | in the LORD. 

C Blessèd is the one whose transgression is for- | given,* 
 whose sin is  | covered. 

P Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no in- | iquity,* 
 and in whose spirit there is  | no deceit. 

C I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my in- | iquity;* 
 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and you forgave 
the iniquity  | of my sin. 

C Glory be to the Father and  | to the Son* 
 and to the Holy  | Spirit; 
as it was in the be- | ginning,* 
 is now, and will be forever.  | Amen. 

P Many are the sorrows of the  | wicked,* 
 but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts  | in the LORD. 

Kyrie Mark 10:47 
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Gloria in Excelsis Luke 2:14; John 1:29 
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Salutation and Collect of the Day       

             2 Timothy 4:22 

 

 
  

P Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we 
cannot stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and 
carry us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 
Sit 
 
The Old Testament Reading  Deuteronomy 18:15–20 

        15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from 
your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 16just as you desired of the LORD your God at 
Horeb on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the 
LORD my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said to me, ‘They 
are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among 
their brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I 
command him. 19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, I 
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myself will require it of him. 20But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in my name 
that I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in the name of other gods, that 
same prophet shall die.’” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord.  
C Thanks be to God. 

 
The Epistle Reading  1 Corinthians 8:1–13 

        1Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.” This 
“knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If anyone imagines that he knows something, he 
does not yet know as he ought to know. 3But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 
        4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “an idol has no real 
existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 5For although there may be so-called gods in 
heaven or on earth—as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6yet for us there 
is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
        7However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through former association with 
idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food 
will not commend us to God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we 
do. 9But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to 
the weak. 10For if anyone sees you who have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he 
not be encouraged, if his conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11And so by your 
knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ died. 12Thus, sinning 
against your brothers and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 
13Therefore, if food makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother 
stumble. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  

 
Stand 
 
Alleluia 
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The Holy Gospel  Mark 1:21–28 

 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

 
 

        21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath [Jesus] entered the 
synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were astonished at his teaching, for he taught them 
as one who had authority, and not as the scribes. 23And immediately there was in their 
synagogue a man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What have you to do with us, 
Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of 
God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean 
spirit, convulsing him and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And they were all 
amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is this? A new teaching 
with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once 
his fame spread everywhere throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
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Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God,                     Deuteronomy 6:4, Isaiah 44:6 

the Father Almighty,                                    Matthew 6:9; Exodus 6:3 

maker of heaven and earth                Genesis 1:1; John 1:1 

and of all things visible and invisible.                         Colossians 1:16 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,                          Romans 10:9 

the only-begotten Son of God,                        John 3:16; Matthew 16:16 

begotten of His Father before all worlds,                   John 1:2 

God of God, Light of Light                              John 17:22; John 8:12; John 1:1 

very God of very God,            Colossians 2:9 

begotten, not made,                               John 1:2 

being of one substance with the Father,               John 10:30 

by whom all things were made;               Hebrews 1:2; John 1:3 

Who for us men and for our salvation         Matthew 20:28; Galatians 4:4-5 

came down from heaven            John 3:13, John 6:38 

and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary              Luke 1:34-35 

and was made man;                 John 1:14 

and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.         Mark 15:25; John 19:16-18 

He suffered and was buried.              John 19:1-3; Luke 23:53 

And the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures   1 Corinthians 15:4; Luke 24:6 

and ascended into heaven                    Acts 1:9 

and sits at the right hand of the Father.     Acts 7:55 

And He will come again with glory                        Matthew 26:64 

to judge both the living and the dead,                        Acts 10:42; Matthew 3:12 

Whose kingdom will have no end.                           2 Peter 1:11 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,             John 14:26; Genesis 1:2; Acts 2:38 

the Lord and giver of life,                Titus 3:5; 1 Corinthians 12:3 

Who proceeds from the Father and the Son,                             John 15:26 

Who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,  Mt. 3:16-17; Lk. 2:14                                                                         

Who spoke by the prophets.                    Ezekiel 11:5; 2 Peter 1:20-21 

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,           1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:19-22 

I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,                            Ephesians 4:5, Acts 2:38 

And I look for the resurrection of the dead               1 Corinthians 15:35-49; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

and the life T of the world to come.                                            Isaiah 65:17-19; Revelation 21:1-4 

Amen.                          Psalm 106:48 

 
Please remain standing for the Hymn of the Day. 



 10 

Hymn of the Day: Son of God, Eternal Savior LSB 842 

Stanza 3 sung by Choir only 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, alt.    

Tune: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse . . .  

Contradanseu, c. 1710, Amsterdam 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sit 

(Choir) 
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Sermon  Rev. Emmett Bartens 
 

Stand 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Lord, in your mercy. 
C Hear our prayer. 
 

Thank you for continuing to support the Lord's Work here at Bethany.  Offering plates are available at the 
back of the sanctuary, or consider giving through the Vanco Mobile app or online at www.bethanylcs.org. 
 

Offertory                                                                                                             Psalm 51:10-12 
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T Service of the Sacrament T 

About Receiving the Lord’s Supper at Bethany 

As we receive the Lord’s Holy Supper according to His institution, we receive the salvation, 
forgiveness, and life eternal won for us on the cross. Also, we believe that when a person 
communes at an altar, one confesses unity with the teachings of that church. Therefore, if 
you are not in fellowship with the teaching of the Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, we 
ask that you refrain from communion until you have had opportunity to speak with one of 
the pastors about Christ’s bodily presence and the forgiveness of sins given in this meal. 
However, all are welcome to receive a blessing, for the forgiveness of Jesus is still yours. 
Please indicate this as your intention by crossing your arms over your chest when the pastor 
comes by. 

 
Preface    

          2 Timothy 4:22 

 

  

            [Colossians 3:1] 

 

  

              [Psalm 136] 

 
 



 13 

P  It is truly meet, right, and salutary … evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lord's Prayer   Matthew 6:9-13   

C   Our Father who art in heaven,  
  hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come,  
  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread;  
  and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
  and lead us not into temptation, 
  but deliver us from evil. 

          For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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The Words of Our Lord Matthew 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Corinthians 11:23-25  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He 
had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My 
T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He 
gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T 

blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink 
it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

 

Pax Domini   John 20:19  

 
  

 
 

 

Agnus Dei John 1:29  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Sit  
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A Prayer for Right Reception of the Lord’s Supper 

Dear Savior, at Your gracious invitation I come to Your table to eat and drink Your holy 
body and blood. Let me find favor in Your eyes to receive this holy Sacrament in faith for the 

salvation of my soul and to the glory of Your holy name; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Distribution Hymn: Jesus Comes Today with Healing LSB 620 sts. 1, 3, 4, 6 

 

 

 

 
Text: Heinrich Puchta, 1808–58; tr. David W. Rogner, 1960 

Tune: Johann Löhner, 1645–1705; adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758 

Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001376   Tune: Public domain 

 
Anthem during Distribution: “Psalm 111”, H. Schutz, setting by J. Kohrs 
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Distribution Hymn: God Has Spoken by His Prophets LSB 583 

 

 

 

 
Text: George W. Briggs, 1875–1959, alt.   Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79 

Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110001376   Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 



 17 

Thanksgiving after Receiving the Sacrament 

Almighty and everlasting God, I thank and praise You for feeding me the life-giving body 
and blood of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ. Send Your Holy Spirit that, having with my 
mouth received the holy Sacrament, I may by faith obtain and eternally enjoy Your divine 

grace, the forgiveness of sins, unity with Christ, and life eternal; 
through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 

 
Dismissal 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and 
soul to life everlasting. Depart T in peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Nunc Dimittis   Luke 2:29-32   
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Thanksgiving   Psalm 107:1  

 

 
 
Post-Communion Collect 

A Let us pray.   
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the 
same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 
 
Salutation and Benedicamus    

             2 Timothy 4:22 
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              [Psalm 103:1] 

 
 
Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 
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Hymn to Depart: Jesus Has Come and Brings Pleasure LSB 533 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Johann Ludwig Conrad Allendorf, 1693–1773; tr. Oliver C. Rupprecht, 1903–2000, alt.   Tune: Cöthen, c. 1733 

Text: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001376   Tune: Public domain 
 

Postlude: “A Joyful Ring”, B. Kinyon 
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A Prayer after Worship 

Almighty and merciful God, I have again worshiped in Your presence and received both forgiveness 

for my many sins and the assurance of Your love in Jesus Christ. I thank You for this undeserved 

grace and ask You to keep me in faith until, with all Your saints, I inherit eternal salvation; 

through Jesus Christ, my Lord. Amen. 
 

Those Serving You Today 
 

8:30 

Preacher and Celebrant: Rev. Emmett Bartens 

Assisting Pastors: Rev. Seth Clemmer, Rev. Stephen Schumacher 

Organist: Kantor Jonathan Swett 

Musical Ensembles: Praises Ring!, Proclaim 

Instrumentalists: Kari Janetzke, clarinet; JJ Stehle, flute 

Live Stream Tech: James Blasius 

Acolytes: Aidan Krenek, Claire Schlueter 

Sacristans: James Blasius, Glenn Luehrsen, Troy Parlier, volunteer needed 

Ushers: Frank Arford, Brent Hawley, Paul Reimer, volunteer needed 

Communion Care: Pat Bowman 
 

11:00 

Preacher and Celebrant: Rev. Emmett Bartens 

Assisting Pastors: Rev. Seth Clemmer, Rev. Stephen Schumacher 

Organist: Kantor Jonathan Swett 

Musical Ensembles: Praises Ring!, Proclaim 

Instrumentalists: Kari Janetzke, clarinet; JJ Stehle, flute 

Acolytes: Hannah Aurilio, Kenny Fox 

Sacristans: Tye Fox, Ted Quilitz, Dominic Salvino, volunteer needed 

Ushers: Andy Crouse, Chris Koenig, Chuck Kuehl, volunteer needed 

Communion Care: Ashly Koenig 

 

The flowers adorning our Lord’s altar today are placed to the glory of our Triune God by 

Michelle, JJ, and Jeremy Stehle in memory and honor their husband and father Jeff. 
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Prayers 

For comfort, health, and recovery: 

 Laura Altergott, spiritual health and financial challenges 

 Jack Baggs, spiritual health and financial challenges 

 Eric Burnell, for good test results and successful treatment 

 Aiden Goldbeck, infant heart and neurological issues 

 Betsy Goldbeck, recovering 

 Esther Mosher, pneumonia 

 Carol Donnelly, mother-in-law to Jennifer Staffeldt, pneumonia 

 Beth Dhuse, sister to Steve Lindenmeyer, for good test results and successful 

treatment 

 Linda Felton, friend to the Corderos, declining health and cancer 

 Tom Jablonsky, brother to Jim Jablonsky, health issues 

 David Jacobsmeyer, father to Kathryn Dugan, for peace in hospice 

 Judith Jacobsmeyer, mother to Kathryn Dugan, for stability in health 

 Andy Vickers, friend to the Koopmans, leukemia 

 Margaret Webber, cousin to Jennifer Staffeldt, stroke 

 The family to Thamary Robert, who was called to glory on January 22 

 

Mothers with child: 

Jaimie Bartens, Emily French, Susan Keller, Sarah Lieb, Hannah Baker (daughter to 

Dennis and Ina Johnson), Brittany Linnemeyer (daughter-in-law to Donna Linnemeyer), 

Kelli Lynch (niece to Sue Sreniawski), Brooke Schmidt (niece to Becky McBroom) 

 
Those celebrating wedding anniversaries this month: 

Chuck and Monika Werner 

 

Those who serve in the Armed Forces and their families: 

Quinn Parlier, Jacob Wilson, Andrew Bear (nephew to Beth Hawley), Matthew and Michael 

Hinze (sons to Don Hinze), Peter Johnson (son to Dennis and Ina Johnson), Savanna Lugay 

(daughter to Joe and Bethany Lugay), Conor L. McGavern (nephew to Becky McBroom), Aaron 

Mock (nephew to Debbie Kokaska), Kyle G. Schmidt (nephew to Becky McBroom), Scott Slown 

(husband to Jennifer Slown), Nicholas Camm-Williams (friend to Nada Salvino) 

 

Those who are shut in or in need of ongoing care: 

John Coniglio, Roger and Charlene Fiene, Marilyn Groth, Bruce Janken, Alberta Kobialka, 

Solomon and Thamary Robert, Nancy Skibinski, Chuck and Monika Werner, David and Ann 

Zielke 
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www.bethanylcs.org 

630-355-2198 

Pastor Seth Clemmer 

Pastor Stephen Schumacher 

Pastor Emmett Bartens 

email: office@bethanylcs.org 

 

This Week at Bethany 

 January 28, 12:00pm – Fellowship Society 

 January 29, 7:00pm – Organ Committee 

 January 30, 1:00pm – Bible Reading Group 

 January 30, 3:40pm – Schola Cantorum Rehearsal 

 January 30, 7:00pm – Voters Board 

 January 31, 9:00am – Women's LifeLight 

 January 31, 11:00am – Midweek Divine Service 

 January 31, 6:45pm – Board of Elders 

 January 31, 7:30pm – Praises Ring! Rehearsal 

 February 1, 9:00am – Bethany Guild 

 February 1, 7:00pm – 20something 

 February 1, 7:00pm – College Parents Care Group 

 February 1, 7:00pm – Evening LifeLight 

 February 1, 7:00pm – Proclaim Rehearsal 

 February 1, 8:15pm – Bethany Brass Rehearsal 

 February 2, 12:00pm – Knitters and Crafts Group 

 February 3, 8:00am – Lay Theology Conference 

 

Looking Further Ahead 
 February 4, 8:30am and 11:00am – Divine Service 

 February 4, 10:00am – Bible Study, Sunday School, and Confirmation Class 

 February 5, 7:00pm – Day School Policy Board 

 February 10, 8:00am – Men’s Bible Breakfast 

 February 11, 9:30am – ONE Divine Service, Church Family Sunday 

 February 11, 11:00am – Bible Study, Sunday School, 

    and Confirmation Class 

 

 

 

For information on activities and updates at 

Bethany, please subscribe to the “Week at a 

Glance” by emailing office@bethanylcs.org. 

If you prefer, some paper copies are 

available at the Welcome Center. 

 

 

http://www.bethanylcs.org/

